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I think newspapers actually are going to
become more and more important again, be-
cause so much of what people will have to
absorb about the new century will be ad-
vances in science and technology, that it’s
very hard to put into the time constraints of
an evening news program. And I think they
will have all kinds of political and social rami-
fications as they unfold. So I think in a funny
way, even if you feel beleaguered now, the
nature of what is unfolding may make news-
papers and old-fashioned newspaper work
more important in the next few years.

But I think the information revolution and
the sort of changes in the media structure
have presented you with a lot of very difficult
challenges. And if I were you, rather than
asking me what my criticism is, I’d sit around
and I’d really try to have an organized, honest
discussion about how the fundamental pur-
pose of the newspaper can be maintained,
and you can still make enough money to stay
afloat. Because somebody needs to organize
and give perspective to all this information
and opinions and all the stuff we’re flooded
with. I think it’s very, very important.

I wish I were in your position. I wish I
could do it, because I’ve thought about many
times how hard it is for you. But I wish you
well, because it’s really important. People
need more than facts. They need to know
the facts are accurate, and they need to un-
derstand in some perspective about what it
means and where it’s all going.

Thank you very much.
Mr. Anderson. Mr. President, on behalf

of all of these troglodytes, thank you so very
much. One more little bit of trivia, and that
is that every year you have been in this coun-
try, you have come to this convention during
your 8 years in office. We’re very grateful
for that and grateful for the time you’ve spent
with us today.

Please stay in your places while the Presi-
dent leaves. Thank you very much, Mr. Presi-
dent.

The President. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:45 a.m. in the
Grand Ballroom at the J.W. Marriott Hotel. In
his remarks, he referred to N. Christian Anderson
III, president, American Society of Newspaper
Editors; independent counsel Robert W. Ray; au-
thors Jeffrey Toobin, Joe Conason, and Gene

Lyons; Juan Miguel Gonzalez, father of Elian
Gonzalez; and former Speaker of the House of
Representatives Newt Gingrich.
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Thank you. Thank you very much, Senator
Torricelli, Senator Inouye, Senator Akaka,
Senator Johnson, ladies and gentlemen. I
think I would like to begin by thanking Jane
for that beautiful prayer and for agreeing to
serve on the Indian Arts Board recently;
thank you very much. And I would like to
thank all of you for your presence here and
your support for our Senators and our Senate
candidates.

I don’t know whether Bob Torricelli is
right about what other people will remember
as defining moments of my administration,
but I certainly will remember my trip to Pine
Ridge, and I’m very much looking forward
to being at Ship Rock on Monday afternoon
with Kelsey Begaye. Thank you for being
there with us in continuing our efforts to
bring empowerment and opportunity to Na-
tive Americans. We will be there Monday to
talk about closing the digital divide, how to
bring the power of the computer to lift peo-
ple up rather than keep them down, in edu-
cation and economic development and health
care and so many other ways.

I have to tell you that my association with
the Native American tribes of our country
has been one of the most important aspects
of my Presidency, to me. I always thought
that the United States had something—to
put it politely—less than a nation-to-nation
relationship, and that sometimes, that the ex-
istence of that relationship had been used
by the United States to run from our own
responsibilities for the health, the welfare,
the future of the Native American children
and the people of our country.

And for 7 years and 3 months now, I’ve
done everything I knew how to do to increase
economic opportunity, to increase the quality
of health care, to increase the support for
the educational institutions, and, particularly
in the last couple of years, to try to increase
not only the voice and the respect for the
tribal people and your leaders in our National
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Government’s decisions and the right to
make your own decisions but especially to
try to bring more economic opportunity. And
I will continue to do that for as long as I
am in this office, and then when I’m not
President anymore, I will have more time to
work on fewer things.

And one of the things I intend to work
on when I’m not President anymore is the
economic empowerment of people who had
been left behind in this country and around
the world. I believe in the potential of all
people. I believe that intelligence is equally
apportioned among all races and ethnic
groups. But opportunity isn’t. And I believe
that we have done a lot of things over the
last 120 years that, at least I for one, wish
we could go back and undo in our relations
with the Native Americans. But I’m proud
of what—not only of what our administration
has done but what our party has tried to do.
I’m proud of the leadership of Senator
Inouye and Senator Johnson, Senator Akaka.
I’m proud that Senator Torricelli is leading
this group and that you have joined us.

But the last thing I would like to say is
that in the end, the most important thing of
all is empowerment and respect, and I have
tried to have a Bureau of Indian Affairs that
would move beyond where it had tradition-
ally been on that score. I have tried to see
that a lot of other decisions were made dif-
ferently. But your participation in this en-
deavor and in others like it as citizens is also
a form of empowerment, and for that I am
profoundly grateful. I’m glad for the progress
we’ve made. I’m glad for the things we’ve
been able to do. I think this year we’ll have
a good year on education, on health care. I
think we’ll pass this new markets effort that
will help get more investment in to all the
people and places that have been left behind
in this remarkable recovery.

But the most important thing for me is
that I hope when I leave office there will
have been a fundamental seismic shift in the
relationship between the United States Gov-
ernment and our tribes and our tribal govern-
ments throughout the country and a dramatic
increase in the level of respect and independ-
ence and cooperation and partnership that
you feel from your Government. I hope it
will never, ever be the same. And if that is

true, then in large measure, my service will
have been justified. And again, if it hadn’t
been for you, it would not have been pos-
sible.

So I ask you to keep it up, keep going,
and give me every chance I can to be helpful,
not only for the next 91⁄2 months but for the
rest of my life.

Thank you very much. Thank you all. Sen-
ators, thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:10 p.m. in the
Georgian Room at the Phoenix Park Hotel. In his
remarks, he referred to Senator Robert G.
Torricelli, chair, Democratic Senator Campaign
Committee; Jane Fawcett, who gave the invoca-
tion; and Kelsey Begaye, President of the Navajo
Nation.
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Thank you very much. First of all, I want
to thank Bob Torricelli for his leadership of
this committee, and I see Senator Wyden,
Senator Murray, Senator Bingaman, Senator
Leahy, Senator Rockefeller, Senator Robb—
is that everybody who is here? We almost
have a quorum. [Laughter ]

I would like to say, first of all, I want to
welcome all of you here, and I want to thank
you for meeting with our Senators, and I
want to thank them for meeting with you.
Just a few days ago, our leader in the House,
Dick Gephardt, announced a five- or six-part
program of support for the high-tech sector
of our economy, which I thought was very
good. I’m very pleased to see that the Senate
committee trying to establish a systematic
ongoing relationship with members of the
community that I think has powered a great
deal of our growth.

In the last 7 years since I’ve been Presi-
dent, the high-tech sector has accounted for
about 8 percent of our employment but
about 30 percent of our growth. And in a
larger sense, the rifling of technology
through traditional work environments has
had a far bigger impact, because we know
that the reason that we have the longest and
strongest economic expansion in history is
because of an unusual rise in productivity
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