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Memorandum on the Report to the
Congress Regarding Conditions in
Burma and U.S. Policy Toward
Burma
April 19, 2000

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Report to the Congress Regarding
Conditions in Burma and U.S. Policy Toward
Burma

Pursuant to the requirements set forth
under the heading ‘‘Policy Toward Burma’’
in section 570(d) of the FY 1997 Foreign Op-
erations Appropriations Act, as contained in
the Omnibus Consolidated Appropriations
Act (Public Law 104–208), a report is re-
quired every 6 months following enactment
concerning:

1) progress toward democratization in
Burma;

2) progress on improving the quality of
life of the Burmese people, including
progress on market reforms, living
standards, labor standards, use of forced
labor in the tourism industry, and envi-
ronmental quality; and

3) progress made in developing a com-
prehensive, multilateral strategy to bring
democracy to and improve human rights
practices and the quality of life in
Burma, including the development of a
dialogue between the State Peace and
Development Council (SPDC) and
democratic opposition groups in Burma.

You are hereby authorized and directed to
transmit the report fulfilling these require-
ments to the appropriate committees of the
Congress and to arrange for publication of
this memorandum in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on April 20.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on Efforts To
Achieve Sustainable Peace in Bosnia
and Herzegovina
April 19, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
As required by section 7 of the 1998 Sup-

plemental Appropriations and Rescissions
Act (Public Law 105–174) (the Levin
Amendment), and section 1203 of the Strom
Thurmond National Defense Authorization
Act for FY 1999 (Public Law 105–261), I
transmit herewith a report on progress made
toward achieving benchmarks for a sustain-
able peace process.

In July 1999, I sent the second semiannual
report to the Congress under Public Law
105–174, detailing progress towards achiev-
ing the 10 benchmarks adopted by the Peace
Implementation Council (PIC) and the
North Atlantic Council (NAC) for evaluating
implementation of the Dayton Peace Ac-
cords. This report provides an updated as-
sessment of progress on the benchmarks cov-
ering the period from July 1 through Decem-
ber 31, 1999.

In addition to the semiannual reporting re-
quirement of Public Law 105–174, this re-
port fulfills the requirements of section 1203
in connection with my Administration’s re-
quest for funds for FY 2001.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on April 20.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With
Chairman Yasser Arafat of the
Palestinian Authority and an
Exchange With Reporters
April 20, 2000

The President. Hello, everyone. Let me
just briefly say that I am very, very glad to
have Chairman Arafat back here at the White
House. And I’m looking forward to our talks.
We’ve reached a very serious time in the
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