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public schools so that when the schools begin
to turn around and we have good news to
report, they will believe us.

Well, today here in Kentucky and in other
places across America, there is good news
to report. The American people believe that.
But they expect us to keep at it until the
good news is the real news in every single
school in this country.

Thank you. Thank you for what you have
done to help make that happen. Thank you
very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:10 p.m. in the
gymnasium. In his remarks, he referred to Karen
Cecil, parent, who introduced the President;
Stuart Silberman, superintendent of schools,
Daviess County; Gov. Paul E. Patton, and his wife,
Judi, Lt. Gov. Stephen L. Henry, and former Gov.
John Y. Brown of Kentucky; State Attorney Gen-
eral A. B. Chandler III; State Treasurer Jonathan
Miller; State Speaker of the House Jody Richards;
Mayor Waymond Morris of Owensboro; Diane
Embry, principal, and Crystal Davidson, teacher,
Audubon Elementary School; former Gov. John
Waihee of Hawaii; and former Senator Wendell
Ford and his wife, Jean.

Statement on World Press
Freedom Day
May 3, 2000

On the occasion of World Press Freedom
Day, I want to salute journalists in every
country who dedicate their lives—and risk
their lives—to increase our understanding of
the world and to shine a spotlight in support
of truth and accountability.

This past year around the world, from
Colombia to Chechnya to Sierra Leone,
more than 30 journalists were killed, many
more were imprisoned, and more than 100
nations still exert forms of harassment that
inhibit press freedom. Right now, Govern-
ments in Iran and Serbia are cracking down
on journalists, closing news organizations,
and trying to block a public dialog that is
so essential to human rights and freedom.

As a nation long blessed with liberty, the
United States has a responsibility to stand
with those who are upholding the values we
cherish, to speak up for press freedom, and
to speak out against repression so that jour-
nalists can do their jobs without risk or re-

straint, and citizens have the knowledge they
need to exercise the power of self-govern-
ment.

Statement on the Death of John
Cardinal O’Connor
May 3, 2000

Hillary and I were saddened to learn of
the death of Cardinal O’Connor. For more
than 50 years, he reached out with uncom-
mon fortitude to minister the needs of Amer-
ican Catholics. From his first Philadelphia
parish to soldiers on the battlefield, from the
carnage of Bosnia to the tragedy of AIDS,
he also sought out and served those most in
need. His lifelong journey of faith was our
Nation’s blessing. From his distinguished ca-
reer as a Navy chaplain, to his determination
to give voice to the poor and marginalized
in New York and across America, the courage
and firm faith he showed in his final illness
inspired us all.

Our thoughts and prayers go out to his
family and all who loved him.

Executive Order 13153—Actions To
Improve Low-Performing Schools
May 3, 2000

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 (ESEA), the Department of Education
Appropriations Act, 2000 (as contained in
Public Law 106–113), and in order to take
actions to improve low-performing schools,
it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Policy. Since 1993, this Admin-
istration has sought to raise standards for stu-
dents and to increase accountability in public
education while investing more resources in
elementary and secondary schools. While
much has been accomplished—there has
been progress in math and reading achieve-
ment, particularly for low-achieving students
and students in our highest poverty schools—
much more can be done, especially for low-
performing schools.

Sec. 2. Technical Assistance and Capacity
Building. (a) The Secretary of Education
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