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Statement on the Northern Ireland
Peace Process

May 5, 2000

I am greatly encouraged that Prime Min-
isters Blair and Ahern have announced that
their intensive talks in Belfast over the past
2 days have made progress, providing a sound
basis for restoring the political institutions
and achieving full implementation of the
Good Friday accord. I urge the parties and
paramilitary organizations to seize this oppor-
tunity to realize these goals in order to secure
lasting peace for the people of Northern Ire-
land. The United States remains prepared to
assist in any way we can.

NOTE: In his statement, the President referred
to Prime Minister Tony Blair of the United King-
dom; and Prime Minister Bertie Ahern of Ireland.
This item was not received in time for publication
in the appropriate issue.

Proclamation 7304—Global Science
and Technology Week, 2000

May 5, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

At its core, science is an international en-
deavor. The fundamental workings of na-
ture—the function of a gene, the quantum
behavior of matter and energy, the chemistry
of the atmosphere—are not the sole province
of any one nation. At the same time, many
of the greatest challenges our Nation faces
are of global concern. Issues such as poverty,
disease, pollution, and sustainable energy
production transcend national boundaries,
and their solutions require international col-
laboration. With the advent of the Internet
and the revolution in communications tech-
nology, such cooperation is more achiev-

able—and more productive—than ever be-
fore.

In recent years, America has participated
in numerous scientific endeavors that illus-
trate the feasibility and the benefits of inter-
national cooperation. For example, as one of
16 participating nations, we are advancing
the frontiers of space exploration through a
partnership to build the International Space
Station. Working together in the unique envi-
ronment of space, we will strive to solve cru-
cial problems in medicine and ecology and
lay the foundations for developing space-
based commerce.

We are also participating in an inter-
national scientific effort to map and sequence
all human chromosomes. With the comple-
tion of the Human Genome Project, we will
have unprecedented knowledge about the
cause of such genetic diseases as muscular
dystrophy and Alzheimer’s and greater hope
of preventing them in the future.

Since the 1980s, under the auspices of the
United Nations Environment Program and
the World Meteorological Organization,
American scientists have been working with
hundreds of scientists around the world to
identify, understand, and raise public aware-
ness about the threat to our planet’s ozone
layer. Our collaborative efforts have led to
an international agreement to eliminate near-
ly all production of offending chemicals in
industrialized countries and to work to re-
duce their production in developing coun-
tries.

Our Nation continues to reap rewards
from these and other important international
scientific efforts. We benefit enormously
from the large and growing international sci-
entific community within our borders. For
generations, the world’s brightest scientists
have come to our country to study and con-
duct research, and many choose to remain
here permanently. From Albert Einstein to
four of this year’s Nobel laureates, foreign-
born scientists in America have made
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