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Proclamation 7322—225th
Anniversary of the United States
Army
June 13, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
On June 14, 1775, the Second Continental

Congress authorized the enlistment of ten
companies of riflemen in Maryland, Pennsyl-
vania, and Virginia as the first units of the
Continental Army. Few could have foreseen
that this small band of citizen-soldiers would
lay the cornerstone of freedom for our Na-
tion and the foundation for what would be-
come the finest army in the world.

For 225 years, in war and in peace, every
generation of American soldiers has served
our Nation with unwavering courage, skill,
and commitment. The first soldiers of the
Continental Army gave life to the United
States of America in 1776. In the following
century, the Army protected our new coun-
try’s frontiers and preserved our Union
through the terrible strife of the Civil War.
In the 20th century, American soldiers
fought and died in two World Wars to defend
democracy and win the global struggle
against fascism. And, for the last half of the
20th century, in Korea and Vietnam and
throughout the dark decades of the Cold
War, our Army shielded the free world from
the forces of communism and ensured the
triumph of democracy.

Today, the men and women of America’s
Army—Active, National Guard, and Re-
serve—continue to advance our Nation’s in-
terests around the world. Across the globe,
in the face of aggression, tyranny, and de-
spair, our soldiers have responded as allies,
liberators, and humanitarians. All Americans
rightly take pride in this truly American insti-
tution and its enduring strength and vitality.

In the Roosevelt Room of the White
House, the flag of the United States Army
stands proudly, bearing 173 streamers that
mark the battles fought and won. From Lex-
ington in 1775 to Southwest Asia in 1991,
these colorful banners are a striking visual
reminder of the U.S. Army’s glorious history
and a silent tribute to the hundreds of thou-

sands of soldiers whose sacrifices have kept
our Nation free. As we mark the Army’s
225th anniversary, I ask all Americans to join
me in reflecting with pride and gratitude on
the contributions of the loyal and courageous
men and women who have served in the
United States Army to preserve our liberty,
uphold our values, and advance our interests.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim June 14, 2000, as the
225th Anniversary of the United States Army.
I urge all Americans to observe this day with
appropriate programs, ceremonies, and ac-
tivities that celebrate the history, heritage,
and service of the United States Army.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirteenth day of June, in the
year of our Lord two thousand, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., June 15, 2000]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on June 16.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on the Wekiva
River and Tributaries in Florida
June 13, 2000

To the Congress of the United States:
I take pleasure in transmitting the en-

closed report for the Wekiva River and sev-
eral tributaries in Florida. The report and my
recommendations are in response to the pro-
visions of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act,
Public Law 90–542, as amended. The Wekiva
study was authorized by Public Law 104–311.

The National Park Service conducted the
study with assistance from the Wekiva River
Basin Working Group, a committee estab-
lished by the Florida Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection to represent a broad
spectrum of environmental and develop-
mental interests. The study found that 45.5
miles of river are eligible for the National
Wild and Scenic Rivers System (the ‘‘Sys-
tem’’) based on free-flowing character, good
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water quality, and ‘‘outstandingly remark-
able’’ scenic, recreational, fish and wildlife,
and historic/cultural values.

Almost all the land adjacent to the eligible
rivers is in public ownership and managed
by State and county governments for con-
servation purposes. The exception to this pat-
tern is the 3.9-mile-long Seminole Creek that
is in private ownership. The public land man-
agers strongly support designation while the
private landowner opposes designation of his
land. Therefore, I recommend that the 41.6
miles of river abutted by public lands and
as described in the enclosed report be des-
ignated a component of the System. Semi-
nole Creek could be added if the adjacent
landowner should change his mind or if this
land is ever purchased by an individual or
conservation agency who does not object.
The tributary is not centrally located in the
area proposed for designation.

I further recommend that legislation des-
ignating the Wekiva and eligible tributaries
specify that on-the-ground management re-
sponsibilities remain with the existing land
manager and not the Secretary of the De-
partment of the Interior. This is in accord-
ance with expressed State wishes and is log-
ical. Responsibilities of the Secretary should
be limited to working with State and local
partners in developing a comprehensive river
management plan, providing technical assist-
ance, and reviewing effects of water resource
development proposals in accordance with
section 7 of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act.

We look forward to working with the Con-
gress to designate this worthy addition to the
National Wild and Scenic River System.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
June 13, 2000.

Remarks at a Democratic
Congressional Campaign Committee
Hispanic Caucus Reception
June 13, 2000

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. Thank
you for being here. Thank you for your sup-
port for the Congressional Hispanic Caucus.
I want to thank Patrick Kennedy for his he-

roic work in raising money for all our con-
gressional candidates. Thank you, Lucille, for
your leadership.

Unlike Congressman Kennedy, I am going
to introduce the Members of the Hispanic
Caucus here because, unlike Congressman
Kennedy, I need them to vote for me several
more times this year. [Laughter] So since
we’re all standing up already, I’d like to ask
them to raise their hands as I call their
names. If I miss anyone, don’t be bashful:
Solomon Ortiz from Texas, there he is;
Xavier Becerra from Los Angeles—[inaudi-
ble]—Ed Pastor from Arizona; Nydia
Velázquez from New York; Bob Menendez
from New Jersey, Bob; Carlos Romero-
Barceló from Puerto Rico—[inaudible]—
Ruben Hinojosa from South Texas, there he
is; Silvestre Reyes from El Paso, there he
is; Ciro Rodriguez from Texas—Ciro, where
are you?—Charlie Gonzalez from San Anto-
nio; Grace Napolitano from California, there
she is back there; and for me, at this par-
ticular moment, most important of all, be-
cause day before yesterday he had his first
hole in one, Representative Joe Baca from
California. And he is so shameless about it
that, if you doubt it, he is carrying the au-
thentic certificate proving that he is. [Laugh-
ter]

Ladies and gentlemen, I will be brief.
Members have to go to a vote in a few min-
utes. I want to first of all thank all of them,
because without them, nothing that we have
accomplished—the Vice President and I, in
our administration—would have been pos-
sible. We carried an economic plan in 1993
by one vote, which set off this economic ex-
plosion we’ve enjoyed in the last 8 years. It
would not have been possible without the
Hispanic Caucus.

And whether it was on our welfare policy,
where we said: We are for work, but we’re
also for family; require people to work who
can work but don’t take the food stamps and
the medical care away from the poor chil-
dren—the Hispanic Caucus made it possible
for us to hammer out that compromise. On
crime, on education, on every single issue,
they were there. And we do—we have the
lowest Hispanic unemployment ever re-
corded, the lowest poverty rate among His-
panics in a generation, a 250 percent increase
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