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The President. Well, I made a very strong
statement when I was in Moscow about this,
and I think, in a way, if anybody ought to
have credibility to defend the freedom of the
press, I should. [Laughter] So I did, and I
will continue to.

If there is some other reason for the ar-
rest—I don’t know what the facts are, I don’t
think we necessarily know all the facts, but
I do not believe people should be arrested
solely because of what they say in exercising
their role as members of the press. I don't
believe that. And I think the United States
has to take a very firm position on that. I
do not believe democracy is weakened by dis-
sent, even if it is unfair and sometimes even
if it’s false, because I think in the end, if
the debate is open, the people usually get
it right. That's why our democracy is still
around here after over 200 years.

Thank you.

NotE: The President spoke at 2:55 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Medicare recipient Ruth
Westfall; former Senator Howard H. Baker, Jr.,
and former Representative Lee H. Hamilton, ap-
pointed to lead a Presidential Commission to in-
vestigate possible security breaches at the Los Ala-
mos National Laboratory; and Chairman Yasser
Arafat of the Palestinian Authority. A reporter re-
ferred to Col. George Trofimoff, USA (Ret.), who
was arrested in Florida on June 14 and charged
with espionage.

Statement on House of
Representatives Action on Electronic
Signatures Legislation

June 14, 2000

I am pleased that the House today adopted
the electronic signatures conference report
by an overwhelming vote. I expect similar
support in the Senate for this bipartisan
agreement and look forward to signing this
key legislation into law.

This historic legislation will ensure that our
consumer protections apply when Americans
do business on-line. It will encourage the in-
formation technology revolution that has
helped lower inflation, raise productivity, and
spur new research and development. By
marrying one of our oldest values—our com-

1365

mitment to consumer protection—with the
newest technologies, we can achieve the full
measure of the benefits that E-commerce
has to offer. My congratulations to the
Democratic and Republican leaders of the
conference committee who worked together
to forge this landmark legislation.

Statement on House of
Representatives Action on Labor,
Health and Human Services, and
Education Appropriations
Legislation

June 14, 2000

Today the House of Representatives nar-
rowly passed on a partisan vote the Depart-
ments of Labor, Health and Human Services,
Education, and related agencies appropria-
tions bill. This legislation fails to address crit-
ical needs of the American people and short
changes our efforts to help our students
achieve higher standards in the classroom.

The House bill invests too little in our
schools and demands too little from them.
It fails to strengthen accountability and turn
around failing schools, reduce class size, pro-
vide funds for emergency repairs and ren-
ovating aging schools, sufficiently expand
after-school opportunities, help prepare low
income students for college through GEAR
UP, and programs to improve teacher qual-
ity, and help bridge the digital divide. It
underfunds child care and fails to adequately
invest in Head Start. This bill also cuts fund-
ing for public health priorities, including
mental health and substance abuse services,
family planning, health care access for the
uninsured, nursing home quality, family care-
giver support, and infectious diseases.

In addition, the bill makes deep cuts in
worker training programs and cuts programs
that ensure safe and healthy workplaces, en-
force domestic labor laws, and help address
child labor abuses at home and abroad. Re-
grettably, the bill also includes language pro-
hibiting the Department of Labor from final-
izing its standard to protect the Nation’s
workers from ergonomic injuries.

A bill that fails to provide key resources
for education, child care, worker training,
and other priorities is unacceptable. If it
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