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Statement on the Supreme Court
Decision on Partial Birth Abortion

June 28, 2000

I am pleased with the Supreme Court’s
decision today in Stenberg v. Carhart striking
down a Nebraska statute that banned so-
called partial birth abortions. The Court’s de-
cision is consistent with my past vetoes of
similar legislation. I will continue to veto any
legislation restricting late-term abortions that
lacks a health exception or otherwise unduly
burdens a woman’s right to choose. A wom-
an’s right to choose must include the right
to choose a medical procedure that will not
endanger her life or health. Today’s decision
recognizes this principle and marks an im-
portant victory for a woman’s freedom of
choice.

Statement on the Supreme Court
Decision on Restriction of Protests
Outside Health Care Facilities

June 28, 2000

I am pleased that the Supreme Court
today, in Hill v. Colorado, upheld a Colorado
statute balancing a person’s right to protest
certain medical procedures against another
person’s right to obtain medical treatment
free from harassment, fear, and intimidation.
The Colorado law was enacted in response
to a real need to ensure safe access to med-
ical treatment in light of increasing obstruc-
tion, harassment, and violence in front of
health care facilities. To preserve a woman’s
right to choose, we must protect access to
reproductive health services. That is why I
championed the Freedom of Access to Clinic
Entrances Act (FACE), a Federal statute that
protects women and doctors from violence
at reproductive health clinics.

NOTE: The statement referred to Public Law No.
103–259, approved May 26, 1994.

Statement on House Action on
Private Insurance Prescription
Coverage Legislation
June 28, 2000

Tonight, in a partisan vote, the Republican
leadership succeeded in passing a flawed, un-
workable private insurance prescription ben-
efit that provides more political cover than
insurance coverage for our Nation’s seniors.
If this unworkable private prescription drug
benefit passes the Congress, I will veto it.
The legislation was designed to benefit the
companies who make prescription drugs, not
the older Americans and people with disabil-
ities who need to take them. It puts special
interests above the public interests. I urge
the Congress to work across party lines and
develop a bipartisan bill that ensures an af-
fordable, available, and meaningful Medicare
prescription drug benefit option for all sen-
iors.

Remarks at a Reception for
Senatorial Candidate
Brian Schweitzer
June 28, 2000

Thank you. I’ll tell you what, I’m glad he
clarified that. [Laughter] He got into that
next husband deal—I thought there were
going to be three surprised people here—
[laughter]—me, Hillary, and what’s-her-
name. [Laughter]

Anyway, let me say, first of all, I want to
thank all of you for coming, and thank Beth
again for her incredible generosity. She and
Ron have been so wonderful to open their
homes to people who share our causes. Un-
like maybe most of the people in this room,
I’ve actually been to Montana several times.
In 1985 we had one of our best family vaca-
tions ever, there. And I think it may be the
most beautiful place on the Earth. It is cer-
tainly one of the most magnificent. And it
deserves to have a magnificent, big, strong
Senator, and we’re about to get one here.
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