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While it contains certain flaws, in total this
bill will make our Nation safer and more se-
cure by meeting essential and long-overdue
needs at home and abroad.

Message on the Observance of
Independence Day, 2000

June 29, 2000

I am pleased and proud to join my fellow
Americans across the nation and around the
world in celebrating Independence Day.

When our Founders set their hands to the
Declaration of Independence in 1776 and
gave life to the United States of America,
they took an enormous leap of faith. They
placed a great trust not only in their fellow
citizens, but also in all Americans who would
follow in their footsteps. That trust has been
passed from generation to generation, and it
has been honored by millions of men and
women whose hard work, sacrifice, generous
spirit, and love of country have seen us safely
through more than two centuries of great
challenge and change.

As we come together once again to cele-
brate the birth of our great nation, we reflect
on the remarkable achievements that have
placed us in a position of unparalleled world
leadership. For the peace and prosperity we
enjoy today, we owe a tremendous debt of
gratitude to the great patriots who have come
before us. As 21st century Americans, we are
not only the beneficiaries of their courage
and vision—we are also the stewards of their
sacrifice.

It is up to us to preserve the freedom that
so many brave Americans risked their lives
to secure. It is up to us to realize our coun-
try’s highest ideals of justice, equality, and
human dignity. It is up to us to reject the
forces of hatred that would seek to divide
us and instead embrace our common human-
ity and the values, history, and heritage we
share as Americans. Our nation’s journey to
form a more perfect union is far from over;
but, strengthened by our Founders’ vision
and inspired by our children’s dreams, we
are sure to reach our destination.

On this Independence Day, as we cele-
brate the past, present, and future of Amer-

ica, Hillary joins me in sending best wishes
to all for a wonderful Fourth of July.

Bill Clinton

Proclamation 7325—To Modify
Duty-Free Treatment Under the
Generalized System of Preferences
and for Other Purposes
June 29, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
1. Pursuant to sections 501, 503(a)(1)(A),

and 503(c)(1) of title V of the Trade Act of
1974, as amended (the ‘‘1974 Act’’) (19
U.S.C. 2461, 2463(a)(1)(A), and 2463(c)(1)),
the President may designate or withdraw
designation of specified articles provided for
in the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the
United States (HTS) as eligible for pref-
erential tariff treatment under the General-
ized System of Preferences (GSP) when im-
ported from designated beneficiary devel-
oping countries.

2. Pursuant to section 503(c)(2)(A) of the
1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2463(c)(2)(A)), bene-
ficiary developing countries, except those
designated as least-developed beneficiary de-
veloping countries pursuant to section
503(c)(2)(D) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C.
2463(c)(2)(D)), are subject to competitive
need limitations on the preferential treat-
ment afforded under the GSP to eligible arti-
cles.

3. Pursuant to section 503(c)(2)(C) of the
1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2463(c)(2)(C)), a coun-
try that is no longer treated as a beneficiary
developing country with respect to an eligible
article may be redesignated as a beneficiary
developing country with respect to such arti-
cle if imports of such article from such coun-
try did not exceed the competitive need limi-
tations in section 503(c)(2)(A) (19 U.S.C.
2463(c)(2)(A)) during the preceding calendar
year.

4. Pursuant to section 503(c)(2)(F) of the
1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2463(c)(2)(F)), the
President may disregard the competitive
need limitation provided in section
503(c)(2)(A)(i)(II) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C.
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