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Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to the
Taliban
June 30, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal
Register for publication, stating that the
emergency declared with respect to the
Taliban is to continue in effect beyond July
5, 2000.

On July 4, 1999, I issued Executive Order
13129, ‘‘Blocking Property and Prohibiting
Transactions with the Taliban,’’ to deal with
the unusual and extraordinary threat to the
national security and foreign policy of the
United States posed by the actions and poli-
cies of the Taliban in Afghanistan. The order
blocks all property and interests in property
of the Taliban and prohibits trade-related
transactions by United States persons involv-
ing the territory of Afghanistan controlled by
the Taliban.

The Taliban continues to allow territory
under its control in Afghanistan to be used
as a safe haven and base of operations for
Usama bin Laden and the Al-Qaida organiza-
tion, who have committed and threaten to
continue to commit acts of violence against
the United States and its nationals. This situ-
ation continues to pose an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security and
foreign policy interests of the United States.
For these reasons, I have determined that
it is necessary to maintain in force these
emergency authorities beyond July 5, 2000.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This

item was not received in time for publication in
the appropriate issue.

The President’s Internet Address
July 1, 2000

Good afternoon. Two hundred and thir-
teen years ago, about a hundred feet from
where I’m sitting now, in a summer as swel-
tering as this one, the Founding Fathers
drafted the Constitution of the United States.
In the very first article of that doctrine, they
wrote that Government shall make no law,
quote, ‘‘impairing the obligation of con-
tracts.’’

James Madison called this contract clause
‘‘a constitutional bulwark in favor of personal
security and private rights.’’ He and his fel-
low framers understood that the right of indi-
viduals to enter into commercial contracts
was fundamental, not just for economic
growth but for the preservation of liberty
itself.

Yesterday I had the privilege of signing
into law legislation that carries the spirit of
the Founders’ wisdom into the information
age. The Electronic Signatures in Global and
National Commerce Act, which passed with
overwhelming support from both parties in
both Houses, will open up new frontiers of
economic opportunity while protecting the
rights of America’s consumers.

This new law will give fresh momentum
to what is already the longest economic ex-
pansion in our history, an expansion driven
largely by the phenomenal growth in infor-
mation technologies, particularly the Inter-
net, with its almost unlimited potential to ex-
pand our opportunities and broaden our ho-
rizons.

Yet that potential is now being held back,
ironically, by old laws written to protect the
sanctity of contracts, laws that require pen
and ink signatures on paper documents for
contracts to be enforceable.

Under this landmark new legislation, on-
line contracts will now have the same legal
force as equivalent paper ones. Companies
will have the legal certainty they need to in-
vest and expand in electronic commerce.
They will be able not only to purchase prod-
ucts and services on-line but to contract to
do so. And they could potentially save billions
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