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Central High School in Little Rock, Arkan-
sas; from Ellis Island in New Jersey to the
U.S.S. Missouri anchored off Hawaii.

The Missouri, as some of you may recall,
is where the Japanese formally surrendered,
bringing an end to the Second World War.
We have a gentleman here today who served
on that battleship and witnessed that cere-
mony. Tony Antos, if you're here, I wish
you'd stand up so we could give you a hand.
Where are you? Thank you, sir. [Applause]

The Save America’s Treasures movement
has already saved the Star-Spangled Banner,
the Declaration of Independence, and the
Constitution and now, Anderson Cottage.
The new steps I announced today, along with
the new funds, will help to ensure that the
Soldiers’ Home is restored to the way it
looked when the Lincolns lived here. Then,
at long last, school children and scholars alike
can tap this precious national resource. And
we will all better understand the life, times,
and legacy of Abraham Lincoln.

Earlier, I said Mr. Lincoln sat beneath the
copper beech tree and read books of poetry,
the works of Burns, Holmes, Whittier. His
favorite poem was called, “Mortality,” by
William Knox. He knew every line, every
word, by heart. He said it so often, people
started to believe he had written it. In a few
moments, when I sign the proclamation es-
tablishing this as a national monument, you
might think of this stanza as a brief medita-
tion, which meant so much to President
Lincoln, and you might think of it any time
we act to preserve our history and our herit-
age for our future:

For we are the same our fathers have
been;

We see the same sights our fathers have
seen;

We drink the same stream, we view the
same Sun,

And run the same course our fathers have
run.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12 noon at Ander-
son Cottage at the U.S. Soldiers” and Airmen’s
Home. In his remarks, he referred to Maj. Gen.
Donald Hilbert, USA (Ret.), Director, and M. Sgt.
Bill Woods, USA (Ret.), resident, U.S. Soldiers

and Airmen’s Home.
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Proclamation—President Lincoln
and Soldiers’ Home National
Monument

July 7, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Each year from 1862 through 1864, Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln and his family left the
White House to take up residence during the
warm weather months at Anderson Cottage,
a home in northwest Washington, D.C., on
the grounds of a site then known as the Sol-
diers’ Home. It is estimated that President
Lincoln spent one quarter of his presidency
at this home, riding out to it many evenings
from late June until early November. The
house and surrounding land are now part of
the U.S. Soldiers” and Airmen’s Home, a
component of the Armed Forces Retirement
Home, an independent establishment in the
executive branch. This house and its grounds
are objects of great historic significance and
interest.

It was here, in September of 1862, that
President Lincoln completed the drafting of
the Emancipation Proclamation. His second
floor bedroom and much of the rest of the
house are configured as they were when he
was in residence, and original mantels, wood-
work, and windows are retained. A magnifi-
cent copper beech tree under which he read
and relaxed is still growing at the site. It was
also from this house that, in July of 1864,
he traveled 2 miles north to view the battle
of Fort Stevens, during which he actually
came under fire as he stood beside the Union
troops defending the capital. The house has
been designated a National Historic Land-
mark by the National Park Service.

The land was purchased by the Federal
Government through the Soldiers’ Home
Trust Fund in 1851 to establish a home for
invalid and disabled soldiers of the U.S.
Army, the first such attempt to provide for
members of the regular army. The house was
first used as a summer retreat by President
Buchanan from 1857 to 1860, and continued
to be used as such by several presidents, in-
cluding President Hayes from 1877 to 1880
and President Arthur from 1882 to 1884. It
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became known as Anderson Cottage in honor
of Major Robert Anderson, the Union com-
manding officer at Fort Sumter at the out-
break of the Civil War.

Section 2 of the Act of June 8, 1906 (34
Stat. 225, 16 U.S.C. 431), authorizes the
President, in his discretion, to declare by
public proclamation historic landmarks, his-
toric and prehistoric structures, and other
objects of historic or scientific interest that
are situated upon the lands owned or con-
trolled by the Government of the United
States to be national monuments, and to re-
serve as a part thereof parcels of lands, the
limits of which in all cases shall be confined
to the smallest area compatible with the
proper care and management of the objects
to be protected.

Whereas it appears that it would be in
the public interest to reserve such lands as
a national monument to be known as the
President Lincoln and Soldierss Home
National Monument:

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by the authority vested in me by section 2
of the Act of June 8, 1906 (34 Stat. 225, 16
U.S.C. 431), do proclaim that there are here-
by set apart and reserved as the President
Lincoln and Soldiers” Home National Monu-
ment for the purpose of protecting the ob-
jects identified above, all lands and interests
in lands owned or controlled by the United
States within the boundaries of the area de-
scribed on the map entitled “President
Lincoln and Soldiers’ Home National Monu-
ment” attached to and forming a part of this
proclamation. The Federal land and interests
in land reserved consist of approximately 2.3
acres, which is the smallest area compatible
with the proper care and management of the
objects to be protected.

All Federal lands and interests in lands
within the boundaries of this monument are
hereby appropriated and withdrawn from all
forms of entry, location, selection, sale, or
leasing or other disposition under the public
land or other Federal laws, including but not
limited to withdrawal from location, entry,
and patent under the mining laws, and from
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disposition under all laws relating to mineral
and geothermal leasing.

The monument historically has been a part
of the U.S. Soldiers’ and Airmen’s Home, a
facility administered by the Armed Forces
Retirement Home, an independent establish-
ment of the Executive Branch. The Armed
Forces Retirement Home, through the U.S.
Soldiers’ and Airmen’s Home, shall manage
the monument as an integral part of that sur-
rounding facility and consistent with the pur-
poses and provisions of this proclamation. In
managing the monument, the Armed Forces
Retirement Home shall consult with the Sec-
retary of the Interior through the National
Park Service.

For the purpose of preserving, restoring,
and enhancing the public’s appreciation of
the monument, the Armed Forces Retire-
ment Home shall prepare, in consultation
with the Secretary of the Interior through
the National Park Service, a management
plan for this monument within 3 years of this
date. Further, to the extent authorized, the
Armed Forces Retirement Home shall pro-
mulgate, in consultation with the Secretary
of the Interior through the National Park
Service, regulations for the proper care and
management of the objects identified above.

Nothing in this proclamation shall be
deemed to revoke any existing withdrawal,
reservation, or appropriation; however, the
national monument shall be the dominant
reservation. Warning is hereby given to all
unauthorized persons not to appropriate, in-
jure, destroy, or remove any feature of this
monument and not to locate or settle upon
any of the lands thereof.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventh day of July, in the year
of our Lord two thousand, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America
the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: At the time of publication, this proclama-
tion had not been received by the Office of the
Federal Register for assignment of a proclamation
number.
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Statement on the National Economy
July 7, 2000

Today we have more evidence that our
economic strategy is Working. The American
economy has created more than 22 million
jobs since the beginning of 1993. More than
20 million of these jobs are in the private
sector, giving us the highest share of private-
sector job creation since President Truman
was in office. The benefits of job creation
have been enjoyed across the American
economy, with the unemployment rates for
African-Americans and Hispanics falling to
record lows this year.

This good news is another reminder that
America should not reverse course with
irresponsible tax cuts that risk our fiscal dis-
cipline and jeopardize our continued eco-
nomic strength. Let’s ensure that the Amer-
ican people can continue to break records
by maintaining fiscal discipline, paying off
the debt by 2012, keeping Social Security and
Medicare strong for the next generation, and
investing in education and other priorities.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

July 1
In the afternoon, the President and Hillary
Clinton went to Camp David, MD.

July 3
In the evening, the President and Hillary
Clinton traveled to Chappaqua, NY.

July 4

In the morning, the President and Hillary
Clinton traveled to New York City, and in
the afternoon, the President returned to
Washington, DC, where he addressed par-
ticipants in the Independence Day celebra-
tions on the South Lawn.
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July 5

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
New York City, and in the evening, he and
Hillary Clinton traveled to Chappaqua, NY.

July 6

In the morning, the President traveled to
Columbia, MO, and in the afternoon, he re-
turned to Washington, DC.

The White House announced that the
President had a telephone conversation in
the Oval Office with President Ben Ali of
Tunisia concerning postponement of Presi-
dent Ali’s scheduled state visit.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

NOTE: No nominations were submitted to the
Senate during the period covered by this issue.

Checklist

of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released July 4

Fact sheet: New Class of Ship Named After
Admiral Zumwalt

Released July 5

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Joe Lockhart

Transcript of a press briefing by NSC Senior
Director for Multilateral and Humanitarian
Affairs Eric Schwartz on the United Nations
Protocols on Child Soldiers and the Sale of
Children, Child Prostitution, and Child Por-
nography

Fact sheet: United Nations Protocols on
Child Soldiers and the Sale of Children,
Child Prostitution, and Child Pornography
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