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I believe that. That’s really why I’m here.
And that’s why I want you to support the
President, to support economic reform. I
want the Americans to put more money in
here. But I hope you will remember what
I said.

Fairness is important, and honesty’s im-
portant. But you have a country to rebuild
here. So it’s also important that you do the
intelligent thing, and that we think about the
Good Samaritan and realize that in the end,
the Good Samaritan was better off. He got
a lot more out of life than the priest and
the other guy that walked by. Why? Because
in the end, we’re all in the same boat. So
let’s sail.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:50 p.m. in the
Grand Ballroom at the Sheraton Hotel. In his re-
marks, he referred to President Olusegun
Obasanjo of Nigeria and his wife, Stella; Edward
L. Moorman, director general, General Motors
Nigeria Limited; Alhaji U. Ndanusa, president,
Nigerian Association of Chambers of Commerce,
Industry, Mines, and Agriculture; U.S. Special
Envoy to Africa Rev. Jesse Jackson; and Iraael
Ikanji, minister, First Baptist Church in Abuja.

Statement on the United Airlines
Labor Agreement
August 27, 2000

I am pleased that United Airlines and its
pilots have reached an agreement at the bar-
gaining table. I commend union and manage-
ment for working together to resolve their
differences in a way that will benefit the trav-
eling public. I am also encouraged that over
the last week the aviation industry met with
Secretary Slater and pledged to work with
my administration to address the service re-
lated issues and the long-term outlook for
quality customer service.

Statement on the National Crime
Victimization Survey
August 27, 2000

Today the Department of Justice released
the 1999 National Crime Victimization Sur-
vey (NCVS) which shows that last year the
Nation’s violent crime rate experienced the

single largest one-year drop in the survey’s
history and is at its lowest level in over 25
years. This news is further proof that the
Clinton-Gore administration’s anticrime
strategy of more police on our streets and
fewer guns in the wrong hands has helped
to create the safest America in a generation.
Since the Vice President and I took office
in 1993, every major category of violent and
property crime has decreased significantly
according to today’s NCVS, with the overall
violent crime rate down by one-third and the
rates for rape and robberies and assaults with
injuries down by more than one-third.

Despite our extraordinary progress, we can
and must make America even safer. Every
year our Nation loses nearly 30,000 Ameri-
cans—including 10 children every day—to
gun violence. That is why I call on Congress
to continue our success by funding our ad-
ministration’s proposals to put up to an addi-
tional 50,000 community police officers on
the street and hire 1,000 new Federal, State,
and local gun prosecutors and 500 ATF fire-
arms agents and inspectors to crack down on
gun criminals. Congress also must make pas-
sage of the long-stalled commonsense gun
safety legislation a top priority as our children
prepare to return to school. Together, we can
continue to drive down the Nation’s crime
rates and improve the quality of life for
American families for generations to come.

NOTE: This statement was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on August 25 but
was embargoed for release until 4:30 p.m., August
27.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Further Deployment of United
States Forces to East Timor
August 25, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
On October 8, 1999, I reported to the

Congress, consistent with the War Powers
Resolution, the deployment of a limited
number of U.S. military forces to provide
support to the International Force East
Timor (INTERFET). This multinational
force, established by United Nations Security
Council Resolution 1264, was given a man-
date to restore peace and security in East
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Timor, protect and support the United Na-
tions Mission in East Timor (UNAMET),
and, within force capabilities, facilitate hu-
manitarian assistance operations. The U.S.
support to INTERFET consisted of planning
and staff, communications, humanitarian, in-
telligence, and logistics support (including
theater and strategic lift).

The INTERFET was formally replaced in
East Timor on February 23, 2000, by the
United Nations Transitional Administration
in East Timor (UNTAET). Consequently,
the U.S. personnel who were the subject of
my October 8, 1999, report redeployed from
East Timor. The UNTAET, which was estab-
lished by Security Council Resolution 1272,
has a mandate that includes providing secu-
rity and maintaining law and order through-
out East Timor; establishing an effective ad-
ministration; ensuring the coordination and
delivery of humanitarian assistance; and sup-
porting capacity-building for self-govern-
ment. To implement this plan, the Security
Council authorized UNTAET to deploy up
to 8,950 military personnel, 200 military ob-
servers, and 1,640 civilian police.

The United States currently contributes
three military observers to UNTAET. These
personnel are assigned to the United Nations
pursuant to the United Nations Participation
Act (Public Law 79–264), and operate under
U.N. operational control. During June and
July 2000, the U.S. contribution to UNTAET
also included one judge advocate officer.

As I reported to the Congress on February
25, 2000, the United States also maintains
a credible and visible military presence in
East Timor that is separate from UNTAET.
This military presence consists of the U.S.
Support Group East Timor (USGET), com-
prised of approximately 30 U.S. personnel
who facilitate and coordinate U.S. military
activities in East Timor, and the rotational
presence of U.S. forces through temporary
deployments to East Timor. These rotational
presence operations include periodic ship
visits during which U.S. forces conduct hu-
manitarian and civic assistance activities in
areas critical to East Timor’s citizens. United
States forces, whether assigned to USGET
or conducting rotational presence operations,
operate under U.S. command and control,
and U.S. rules of engagement. The United

Nations has indicated that East Timor has
benefited greatly from U.S. military deploy-
ments to, and engagement activities in, East
Timor and supports the continued U.S. pres-
ence there.

At this point, our rotational presence oper-
ations are envisioned to continue through
December 2000. Future rotational presence
operations will likely include rotation of naval
assets and embarked aircraft, and small med-
ical/dental and engineering civic action pro-
grams. Certain of these forces will be
equipped with the normal complement of
defensive weapons. The duration of our sup-
port depends upon the course of events in
East Timor. At present, it is my intention
to continue operations generally at the cur-
rent levels to the end of the calendar year.
It is, however, our objective to reduce the
rotational presence operations, as well as to
redeploy USGET as soon as circumstances
permit.

I have taken this action pursuant to my
constitutional authority to conduct U.S. for-
eign relations and as Commander in Chief
and Chief Executive. I am providing this re-
port as part of my efforts to keep the Con-
gress fully informed, consistent with the War
Powers Resolution. I appreciate the support
of the Congress in this action.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate. This letter was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on August 28.

Remarks at the Signing Ceremony
for the Tanzania-United States Open
Skies Agreement in Arusha, Tanzania
August 28, 2000

Mr. President, Secretary Slater, Minister
Nyanda, members of the Tanzanian and
American delegations, ladies and gentlemen.
First, Mr. President, thank you for your
warm welcome, and we’ll save your speech.
[Laughter] And thank you for your thought-
ful and deep remarks.
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