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Now, the book is not naive, and neither
am I. There is a race for President. One per-
son will win, and one person will lose. There’s
a race for this Senate seat. One will win, and
one will lose. But we should vote for the per-
son who will make us all win more, who real-
izes that we all do better when we help each
other and when everyone has a chance. And
for all the advances in this country, we can’t
yet say that is the truth.

One of the things that upsets me from time
to time is when some of our critics—and I
say it because, regrettably, she’s inherited
most of my enemies—[laughter]—and prob-
ably, maybe she’s made one or two on her
own, but not many—[laughter]—they’ll say,
‘‘Well, she wouldn’t be up here running for
the Senate if she weren’t the First Lady.’’
The truth is that if she hadn’t been married
to me and spent 30 years trying to help other
people and do things for other people, she
might have been doing this 20 years ago.

So I want you to understand that, yes, I’m
biased, but New York could not pick a person
who is better suited for the genuine chal-
lenges that our State, our Nation, and our
world face in the new millennium than Hil-
lary. And I thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:43 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to re-
ception hosts Sant and Daman Chatwal; and John
A. Catsimatidis, former president, U.S. Greek Or-
thodox Archdiocesan Council, and his wife,
Margo.

Remarks at the Partners in History
Dinner in New York City
September 11, 2000

Thank you very much. Let me say, first
of all, Hillary and I are delighted to be here
with all of you, and especially you, Edgar,
with all of your family, including Edgar,
Clarissa, and the about-to-be 22d grandchild
here. They are probably an even more impor-
tant testament to your life than this impor-
tant work we celebrate tonight.

I thank Israel Singer and the World Jewish
Council leadership, Elie Wiesel, my fellow
award recipients, especially Senator D’Amato
and Congressman Leach, without which we
could not have done our part, and Stuart

Eizenstat, without which I could have done
nothing. And I thank you all.

I thank the members of the Israeli Govern-
ment and Cabinet who are here and those
of you who have come from around the
world. But I would like to say, not only as
President but as an American, a man who
studied German as a child and went to Ger-
many as a young man in the hopes of recon-
ciling my enormously conflicted feelings
about a country that I loved which had done
something I hated.

Foreign Minister Fischer, I have rarely in
my life been as moved as I was by your com-
ments tonight. And I thank you from the bot-
tom of my heart.

Edgar once said that, ‘‘In forcing the world
to face up to an ugly past, we help shape
a more honorable future.’’ I am honored to
have been part of this endeavor, and I have
tried to learn its lesson. Within our country,
I have been to Native American reservations
and acknowledged that the treaties we signed
were neither fair nor honorably kept in many
cases. I went to Africa, to Goree Island, the
Door of No Return, and acknowledged the
responsibility of the United States in buying
people into slavery. This is a hard business,
struggling to find our core of humanity.

As Edgar said, we are here in an imme-
diate sense in part because Edgar button-
holed Hillary back in 1996 and said I had
to see him the next day. And that night, she
told me I had to see him the next day, be-
cause the time for redress was running out.
And I did, as he said.

I do want to thank Hillary for more than
has been accounted, because I can’t tell you
how many times she reminded me of her
meetings with elderly survivors all around the
world, and how many times she tried to shine
a light on the quest for material and moral
justice. So thank you for helping me be here
tonight.

I would like to say again what I said before,
Senator D’Amato and Representative Leach
made it possible for us to do what we did
together as Americans, not as Republicans
or Democrats but as Americans. Governor
Pataki and Alan Hevesi marshal city and
State governments all across America, not as
Republicans or Democrats but as Americans.
People like Paul Volcker, Larry Eagleburger,
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and Stan Chesley, all of whom could choose
to do pretty much whatever they like, chose
instead to spend their time and their talents
generously on this cause.

And I would like to thank Avraham Burg,
former Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu,
and the current Prime Minister, Ehud Barak,
and the members of his government who
have supported this cause after it had begun
earlier under a different administration of a
different party, not out of party reasons but
because of humanity. And again, let me say
how personally grateful I am to the dedica-
tion of Stu Eizenstat, who is literally un-
matched in his commitment to doing the
right thing and his skill in actually finding
a way to get it done.

I would like to echo what Foreign Minister
Fischer said about the German
Bundeskanzler, Gerhard Schroeder. He
showed remarkable leadership. He showed
a generosity and a courage of memory, and
no little amount of political prodding could
do what his country has done. And we are
grateful to him, as well.

Thanks to all of you, humanity begins this
new millennium standing on higher grounds.
Of course, we can never compensate the vic-
tims and their families for what was lost. It
is beyond our poor power to restore life or
even to rewrite history. But we have made
progress towards setting history straight and
providing compensation for lost or stolen as-
sets and forced or slave labor.

We have an especially sacred obligation to
elderly survivors, particularly the double vic-
tims who endured first the Holocaust and
then a half century of communism. For their
sake, there can be no denying the past or
delaying the compensation.

We must also meet our obligations to the
future, to seek the truth and follow where
it leads. That’s why it is so terribly important
that your efforts have led to commissions in
the United States and a dozen other nations
examining their own involvement in the han-
dling of assets that rightfully belong to vic-
tims of the Holocaust, and why it is so impor-
tant that the horror of the Holocaust never
fade from our memories and that we never
lose sight of its searing lessons.

We’re at the beginning of this new century
with all of its promise. We still are beset by

humanity’s oldest failing, the fear of the
other, the fear that, somehow, people who
are different from us in the color of their
skin or the way they worship are to be dis-
trusted, disliked, hated, dehumanized, and
ultimately killed. It is a very slippery slope,
indeed.

This fear makes us vulnerable in two ways.
It makes societies vulnerable, as ours have
been, to individual crimes of hate by people
who cannot come to grips with their own
sense of failure or rage or inadequacy, and
so, blame someone else.

Not very long—a poor demented person
blamed a Filipino postal worker and killed
him dead in California shortly after he tried
to blame innocent little Jewish children going
to their school. A little before that, a de-
mented person in the United States, who said
he belonged to a church that did not believe
in God but believed in white supremacy,
killed an African-American basketball coach
walking in his neighborhood in Chicago and
then shot a young Korean-American Chris-
tian walking out of his church; James Byrd,
dragged to death in Texas because he was
black; Matthew Shepard, stretched out on
the rack of a fence to die because he was
gay. People still can be quickly brought into
the grip of that kind of poison hatred. And
even more troubling, whole societies still can
be exploited in their fears by unscrupulous
leaders who seek to convince them that they
should blame their problems on groups with-
in or beyond their midst.

It is unbelievable to me today when
German and American and Russian and
French troops serve together for peace in the
Balkans, when Israeli rescue teams travel the
world to help people of every faith, when
Greeks and Turks help to dig out one an-
other’s dead amid the rubble of earthquakes,
when the latest breakthrough in genetic
science tells us that we are all genetically 99.9
percent the same, and that within any ethnic
group, the genetic differences are greater
than they are from group to group—still, we
have not completely learned this lesson. And
still, when you strip it all away, at the root
of the not-quite-finished peace process in
Ireland, at the root of the ethnic and tribal
wars of Africa, at the root of the uprooting
of almost a million people in Kosovo, and
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at the root of the hard, unresolved questions
in the Middle East, is the fear of the other.

Here in our country, we have tried to make
great strides, but we have a lot to do. One
of the reasons I have so strongly supported
the hate crimes legislation that is pending in
the House is that it gives us another chance
to say in America we are going to let go of
the fear of the other. And if anybody can’t
let it go, we are going to take a strong and
unambiguous stand against it so it will never
infect us as a people again.

I just came back from Africa where I went
to Arusha, Tanzania, to the Peace Center to
meet with Nelson Mandela, to meet with all
the parties, some 20 of them, in the Burun-
dian peace process where, at the beginning
of the last decade, somewhere between
200,000 and 300,000 people were killed in
the ongoing ethnic struggle between the
Hutus and the Tutsis, which cost over
700,000 lives in neighboring Rwanda just a
couple of years later.

The point I’m trying to make is, it is not
enough for us to do everything we can to
make whole the Holocaust victims, survivors,
and their family members. What we have to
do, all of us, to merit the forgiveness of the
Almighty, is to root out the cancer which
gave it life wherever we find it. For it is not
something that was localized in Germany.
How many nations can thank God that at a
particularly vulnerable point in their history,
they did not produce a Hitler, or God forbid,
they might have done the same thing?

And so I say to you, we have to fight this
everywhere. We can’t give up on the Balkans
and let them go back to slaughtering each
other because some are Muslim and some
are Orthodox Christian and some are Catho-
lics. And we cannot give up on the Middle
East until the whole thing is done.

Several of you have come up to me tonight
and said, ‘‘Well, what do you think now?
What’s going to happen?’’ I say, ‘‘Well, I’m
pretty optimistic.’’ The Speaker of the
Knesset said, ‘‘Ah, yes, but that’s your nature.
Everyone knows it.’’ [Laughter] The truth is,

we have come to a painful choice between
continued confrontation and a chance to
move beyond violence to build just and last-
ing peace. Like all life’s chances, this one
is fleeting, and the easy risks have all been
taken already.

I think it important to remind ourselves
that the Middle East brought forth the
world’s three great monotheistic religions,
each telling us we must recognize our com-
mon humanity; we must love our neighbor
as ourselves; if we turn aside a stranger, it
is as if we turn aside the Most High God.

But when the past is piled high with hurt
and hatred, that is a hard lesson to live by.
We cannot undo past wrongs in the Middle
East, either. But we are never without the
power to right them to some extent. And the
struggle you have waged and won here for
restitution, the struggle we honor tonight,
shows that the effort is always worth making.

I thank you for supporting that good work.
I salute you for what you have accomplished.
But I remind you: The demon that has driven
so much darkness since the dawn of human
history has not yet quite been expunged from
the human soul. And so we all still have work
to do.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:38 p.m. in the
Grand Ballroom at the Pierre Hotel. In his re-
marks, he referred to Edgar Bronfman, Sr., presi-
dent, World Jewish Congress, his son, Edgar
Bronfman, Jr., president and chief executive offi-
cer, Seagram and Sons, and his daughter-in-law,
Clarissa Bronfman; Israel Singer, secretary gen-
eral, World Jewish Congress; Nobel Prize winner
and author Elie Wiesel; Vice Chancellor Joschka
Fischer and Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder of
Germany; Gov. George E. Pataki of New York;
Alan G. Hevesi, New York City comptroller; Paul
A. Volcker, former Chairman, Federal Reserve
Board; former Secretary of State Lawrence S.
Eagleburger; attorney Stanley M. Chesley; Speak-
er Avraham Burg, Israeli Knesset; Prime Minister
Ehud Barak and former Prime Minister Binyamin
Netanyahu of Israel; and former President Nelson
Mandela of South Africa.
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Remarks on Returning From New
York and an Exchange With
Reporters
September 12, 2000

Legislative Agenda for Education
The President. Good morning, everyone.

I’m looking forward to a meeting this after-
noon with congressional leadership, that will
be an important part of our ongoing efforts
to resolve the budget differences that we still
have in these last few weeks, on the basis
of good policy, not politics or partisanship.

Perhaps the most important issue is edu-
cation, where politics always should stop at
the schoolhouse door. We’ve worked very
hard for 71⁄2 years now for higher standards,
more accountability, reforms that work, and
greater investment. The results are coming
in, and it’s clear that this strategy is working,
thanks to the efforts of our educators, stu-
dents, and parents.

Today I’m releasing a report showing that
American students in schools are making
steady gains in almost every category. I urge
Congress to invest more in the priorities that
work well for our students, in smaller classes,
good teachers, modern schools, more after-
school programs and preschool programs,
and accountability for results. The Vice Presi-
dent is also talking about this important issue
today in Ohio.

In 1996 only 14 States had statewide aca-
demic standards. Today, with strong Federal
incentives, 49 States have them. The results
are measurable. Reading and math scores are
up across the country. The number of
African-American students taking advanced
placement courses has nearly tripled, and for
Hispanics the number has jumped 500 per-
cent.

Over 90 percent of our schools are now
hooked up to the Internet. Overall, SAT
math scores are the highest since they’ve
been since 1969, the year Neil Armstrong
landed on the Moon. And thanks in part to
the HOPE scholarships, bigger Pell grants,
and more affordable student loans, more stu-
dents are going on to college than at any time
since the GI bill.

We’ve also been working hard to help
more low-income students go to college, ex-
panding the TRIO program, and pushing our

new GEAR UP initiative. GEAR UP is a
partnership with low-income kids that says
if you’ll aim high and aspire to college, we’ll
help you get there with counseling, men-
toring, tutoring, and financial aid. It sends
a message that with hope, hard work, and
high hopes—high expectations, you can go
as far as your abilities will take you.

Today I’m releasing $46 million in GEAR
UP grants to create even more college oppor-
tunities. With existing funding, these grants
will now enable more than 700,000 of our
students to study hard, graduate, and get
ahead. But we need to do more. For every
student participating in GEAR UP, many
more were turned away.

In fact, just a few days ago, I received a
letter, signed by more than 100 college presi-
dents, underscoring the need for more
GEAR UP funding. That’s why I’m asking
Congress to increase next year’s support to
$325 million, which would give another
600,000 students the chance to succeed.

Making sure these students get the atten-
tion and instruction they need is even more
vital in the early grades. That’s why we’re
working so hard to reduce class size by put-
ting 100,000 good, new, well-trained teachers
into our classrooms. Over the past 2 years,
we’ve helped our schools to hire nearly
30,000 of these teachers, and this year we’re
asking Congress for the funding to make that
46,000.

And we can’t act fast enough. This fall, our
schools are overflowing with a record 53 mil-
lion students. Around the country, school dis-
tricts are struggling hard to find good teach-
ers. They shouldn’t have to shoulder this bur-
den alone. That’s why we’ve requested a bil-
lion dollars for recruitment and training to
help to put a qualified teacher in every class-
room.

We also need to ensure that the classrooms
themselves make the grade. The average
American public school was built 42 years
ago. Time has taken its toll. Congress should
act quickly to help districts modernize old
schools and build new ones. It’s high time
we got our children out of trailers and into
21st century classrooms. As you know, our
initiative would help to build or dramatically
overhaul 6,000 schools and to repair another
5,000 a year over the next 5 years.
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