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long past time that we take the next step to-
wards expanding coverage and making the
Nation’s uninsured one of our top priorities.

Statement on the Death of
Pierre Trudeau

September 28, 2000

I was deeply saddened to learn today of
the death of Pierre Trudeau. As Prime Min-
ister for nearly a generation, Pierre Trudeau
opened a dynamic new era in Canadian poli-
tics and helped establish Canada’s unique
imprint on the global stage. I know his pass-
ing will be felt by all Canadians. Hillary joins
me in offering the condolences of the Amer-
ican people to his two sons and to the people
of Canada.

Statement on Deferring Deportation
of Liberian Refugees

September 28, 2000

Today I directed the Attorney General and
the Immigration and Naturalization Service
to defer for one year from September 29 the
deportation of certain Liberians who are
present in the United States on that date.
This action is aimed at promoting stability
in Liberia and West Africa. In particular, I
am concerned that a decision by our Govern-
ment to deport Liberians who have enjoyed
the protection of our country for many years
could cause the involuntary repatriation of
many thousands of Liberian refugees from
other nations in West Africa. This would se-
verely burden Liberia and cause instability
in Liberia and in the region. I understand
that Congress is actively considering a legisla-
tive fix for this problem, and I would wel-
come any solution that would provide relief
for Liberians with longstanding ties to the
United States.

Memorandum on Measures
Regarding Certain Liberians
in the United States
September 28, 2000

Memorandum for the Attorney General

Subject: Measures Regarding Certain
Liberians in the United States

Over the past 10 years, many Liberians
were forced to flee their country due to civil
war and widespread violence. From 1991
through 1999, we provided Liberians in the
United States with Temporary Protected Sta-
tus because of these difficulties. Although the
civil war in Liberia ended in 1996 and condi-
tions improved such that a further extension
of Temporary Protected Status was no longer
warranted, the political and economic situa-
tion continued to be fragile. On September
27, 1999, based on compelling foreign policy
reasons, I directed you to defer enforced de-
parture of certain Liberians in the United
States for 1 year from September 29, 1999.

There continue to be compelling foreign
policy reasons not to deport these Liberians
at this time. In particular, there is a signifi-
cant risk that such a decision would cause
the involuntary repatriation of many thou-
sands of Liberian refugees in West Africa,
causing instability in Liberia and the region.

Pursuant to my constitutional authority to
conduct the foreign relations of the United
States, I have determined that it is in the
foreign policy interest of the United States
to defer for 1 year the deportation of any
Liberian national who is present in the
United States as of September 29, 2000, ex-
cept for the categories of individuals listed
below.

Accordingly, I now direct you to take the
necessary steps to implement for these Libe-
rians:

1. deferral of enforced departure from
the United States for 1 year from Sep-
tember 29, 2000; and

2. authorization for employment for 1
year from September 29, 2000.
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