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American school building is now more than
40 years old. The estimated price tag to bring
our schools into good condition—$127 bil-
lion.

Today I’m releasing a new Department of
Education analysis that highlights the nation-
wide need to build new schools and mod-
ernize existing ones. The study provides a
State-by-State report card that shows that at
least 60 percent of the schools in every State
are in need of repair. Many States and local
communities are working to fix their schools,
but too many school districts simply don’t
have the tax base to handle the burden alone.

That’s why I’ve proposed a school con-
struction tax credit to help communities
build or modernize 6,000 schools and, also,
grants and loans for emergency repairs in
nearly 5,000 schools a year for 5 years.

The good news is, we have a bipartisan
majority in the House of Representatives
ready right now to pass school construction
relief. But the Republican leadership con-
tinues to stand in the way and refuses to
bring it to a vote. Every day they stall is an-
other day our children are forced to go to
school in trailers, overcrowded classrooms,
and crumbling buildings. Congress must act
now.

In a larger sense, this is about our priorities
and values. The schools I attended as a child
were fairly old, but they were very well-
maintained. They sent every student a clear
message: You are important; we take your
education seriously. That’s how my parents’
generation kept faith with us and how we
must keep faith with our children.

But the clock is ticking. At midnight to-
night the fiscal year runs out. Congress still
hasn’t sent me a budget for education and
other pressing priorities. Yet, they have
found the time, first, to pass huge, fiscally
irresponsible tax cuts and then, after I vetoed
them, to load up the spending bills with hun-
dreds of millions of dollars in special interest
projects. In one appropriations bill alone,
there is $668 million in extra projects. That’s
enough to do emergency repairs in 2,500
schools, to send another one million children
to after-school programs, to hire over 15,000
teachers to lower class size.

Not long ago, Senator McCain said, pork
barrel spending, and I quote, ‘‘has lurched

completely out of control.’’ Well, it’s time to
turn off the pork barrel spigot and deliver
for our children’s future.

That’s why I’ve told my budget team to
seek final negotiations on an education budg-
et that stays true to our values and our chil-
dren’s long-term needs. We’re not going to
leave the table until we invest in modernizing
our schools and continue our efforts to hire
100,000 quality teachers for smaller classes.
We’re going to keep fighting to strengthen
accountability, to turn around failing schools
or shut them down or put them under new
management, to expand after-school pro-
grams and college opportunities for young
people, and to ensure a qualified teacher in
every classroom.

Our children deserve 21st century schools.
In this time of prosperity, we have a responsi-
bility to make sure they get no less. By build-
ing stronger schools, we’ll build a stronger
America in the future.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 5:48 p.m. on
September 29 in the Oval Office at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on September
30. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 29 but
was embargoed for release until the broadcast.

Proclamation 7348—National
Domestic Violence Awareness
Month, 2000
September 29, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Domestic violence transcends all ethnic,

racial, and socioeconomic boundaries. Its
perpetrators abuse their victims both phys-
ically and mentally, and the effects of their
attacks are far-reaching—weakening the very
core of our communities. Domestic violence
is particularly devastating because it so often
occurs in the privacy of the home, which is
meant to be a place of shelter and security.
During the month of October, all Americans
should contemplate the scars that domestic
violence leaves on our society and what each
of us can do to prevent it.
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Because domestic violence usually takes
place in private, many Americans may not
realize how widespread it is. According to the
National Violence Against Women Survey,
conducted jointly by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention and the National In-
stitute of Justice, each year in the United
States approximately 1.5 million women are
raped and/or physically assaulted by their
current or former husbands, partners, or boy-
friends. Many of these women are victimized
more than once over the course of a year.
As unsettling as these statistics are, it is also
disturbing to realize that the children of bat-
tered women frequently witness these at-
tacks, thus becoming victims themselves.

My Administration has worked hard to re-
duce domestic violence in our Nation and
to assist victims and their families. The cor-
nerstone of our efforts has been the Violence
Against Women Act (VAWA), which the
Congress passed with bipartisan support in
1994 and which I signed into law as part of
our comprehensive crime control bill. This
important piece of legislation, which contains
a broad array of ground-breaking measures
to combat violence against women, combines
tough penalties with programs to prosecute
offenders and provide assistance to women
who are survivors of violence.

In the 6 years since I signed VAWA into
law, the legislation has provided more than
$1.6 billion to support prosecutors, law en-
forcement officials, courts, victim advocates,
and intervention efforts. We have quad-
rupled funding for battered women’s shel-
ters, created the National Domestic Violence
Hotline, and supported community outreach
and prevention programs, children’s coun-
seling, and child protection services. The De-
partment of Justice has awarded more than
900 discretionary grants and 280 STOP
(Services, Training, Officers, Prosecutors) Vi-
olence Against Women formula grants to
help State, tribal, and local governments and
community-based organizations establish
specialized domestic violence and sexual as-
sault units, train personnel, enforce laws, de-
velop policies, assist victims of violence, and
hold abusers accountable.

These VAWA programs are making a dif-
ference across the country. A recent report
by the Bureau of Justice Statistics shows that

the number of women experiencing violence
at the hands of an intimate partner declined
21 percent from 1993 to 1998. I call on the
Congress to reauthorize and strengthen
VAWA so that we may continue to build on
the progress we have made in combating do-
mestic violence in our Nation.

Through VAWA and other initiatives and
programs, we are striving to create a respon-
sive legal system in American communities
that not only prevents domestic violence and
sexual assault, but also ensures that every vic-
tim has immediate access to helpful informa-
tion and emergency assistance. By taking
strong public action against this crime, we
are creating a society that promotes strong
values, fosters a safe, loving home environ-
ment for every family, and refuses to tolerate
domestic violence in any form.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 2000 as
National Domestic Violence Awareness
Month. I call upon government officials, law
enforcement agencies, health professionals,
educators, community leaders, and the
American people to join together to end the
domestic violence that threatens so many of
our people.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-ninth day of September,
in the year of our Lord two thousand, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 3, 2000]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 2, and it
was published in the Federal Register on October
4.

Remarks on the Student Loan
Program and Student Assistance
October 2, 2000

Give her another hand. Wasn’t she great?
[Applause] Good job. Thank you. You know,
I thought I’d be having withdrawal today,
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