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and properly maintained on every level of
the home.

To raise public awareness of the impor-
tance of home fire escape plans, the National
Fire Protection Association, in partnership
with the Federal Emergency Management
Agency through its United States Fire Ad-
ministration and America’s fire departments,
launched a 3-year program in 1998 called
“Fire Drills: The Great Escape!” To date,
this program is credited with saving at least
58 lives. In support of this program, on
Wednesday, October 11, at 7:00 p.m. local
time, fire departments in communities across
America will sound the alarm signaling the
start of “The Great Escape” fire drill to test
the effectiveness of families’ fire escape
plans. I encourage all Americans to partici-
pate in this important and potentially life-
saving event.

As we observe this week, let us also express
our pride in and gratitude for the devoted
service of our Nation’s firefighters and emer-
gency response personnel. They uphold our
country’s finest values—commitment and
community, teamwork and trust, courage and
sacrifice. Day in and day out, these extraor-
dinary men and women put their lives on
the line to protect our families and our prop-
erty from the devastating effects of fire, and
many of them pay the ultimate price for their
devotion. We will honor their memory on
Sunday, October 8, 2000, at the National
Fallen Firefighters Memorial Service in Em-
mitsburg, Maryland.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 8
through October 14, 2000, as Fire Prevention
Week. I encourage the people of the United
States to take an active role in fire prevention
not only during this week, but also through-
out the year. I call upon every citizen to pay
tribute to our firefighters and emergency re-
sponse personnel who have lost their lives
or been injured in the line of duty and to
those brave men and women who carry on
their noble tradition of service.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this sixth day of October, in the
year of our Lord two thousand, and of the
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Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 11, 2000]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 7, and it
was published in the Federal Register on October
12.

Proclamation 7355—National School
Lunch Week, 2000

October 6, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

One of the best ways we can move forward
as a society is to meet our obligations to our
children. President Harry Truman recog-
nized this profound responsibility when he
signed the National School Lunch Act into
law in 1946. The significance of this legisla-
tion went beyond the daily meal that children
would receive; the National School Lunch
Program firmly established the Federal Gov-
ernment’s commitment to work in partner-
ship with States, schools, and the agricultural
community to administer a major program
designed to improve children’s diets and, in
turn, their overall health and well-being.

Today, more than 96,000 schools serve
lunches to over 27 million children every
day—more than half of them for free or at
a reduced price, so that no schoolchild in
America, regardless of family income, need
go hungry at lunchtime. We have also built
on the program’s success by establishing a
number of child nutrition initiatives adminis-
tered by the Department of Agriculture—
from the School Breakfast Program, which
helps ensure eligible children are ready to
learn; to the Summer Food Service Program,
which serves healthy meals and snacks to
low-income children during long school vaca-
tions; to the Child and Adult Care Food Pro-
gram, which provides nutritious meals and
snacks to infants and young children in day
care and to adults with physical or mental
disabilities who are enrolled in adult day
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care. Most recently, we authorized funding
through the Child Nutrition Reauthorization
Act of 1998 to make snacks available to chil-
dren and teenagers enrolled in after-school
programs.

We can be proud that these school meal
programs promote the well-being of some of
our Nation’s most vulnerable children by
providing them with the nourishment they
need to develop healthy bodies and sound
minds. Nutritious meals help students reach
their full potential by keeping them alert and
attentive in the classroom. As both common
sense and extensive scientific research con-
firm, a hungry child cannot focus on school-
work as well as one who has been fed a nutri-
tious meal.

The National School Lunch Program also
offers us a valuable tool for identifying chil-
dren who are eligible for health insurance
under Medicaid or the State Children’s
Health Insurance Program. Since 60 percent
of children who lack adequate health cov-
erage participate in the school lunch pro-
gram, sharing eligibility information can im-
prove our outreach efforts and bring us clos-
er to our goal of universal health care for
all of America’s children. My proposed budg-
et for fiscal 2001 sets aside $345 million over
10 years to help schools share information
with Medicaid and the State Children’s
Health Insurance Program so that we can en-
hance our efforts to reach eligible children
and their families. In addition, this summer
I announced an initiative to expand the
school lunch program to the developing
world. This initiative will make school
lunches and breakfasts available in the poor-
est countries for the poorest children, help-
ing students whose deficiencies in nutrition
affect their cognitive development and at-
tracting children who otherwise might never
attend school.

As we observe National School Lunch
Week this year, let us pay tribute to the thou-
sands of State and local school food service
professionals across America whose hard
work and dedication make these programs
a reality for our children; and let us acknowl-
edge the important role school lunches play
in the healthy development of so many stu-
dents.
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In recognition of the contributions of the
National School Lunch Program to the
health, education, and well-being of our Na-
tion’s children, the Congress, by joint resolu-
tion of October 9, 1962 (Public Law 87-780),
has designated the week beginning the sec-
ond Sunday in October of each year as “Na-
tional School Lunch Week” and has re-
quested the President to issue a proclamation
in observance of this week.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 8 through Octo-
ber 14, 2000, as National School Lunch
Week. I call upon all Americans to recognize
those individuals whose efforts contribute so
much to the success of our national child nu-
trition programs, whether at the Federal,
State, or local level.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this sixth day of October, in the
year of our Lord two thousand, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 11, 2000]

NoOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 7, and it
was published in the Federal Register on October
12.

Proclamation 7356—National
Children’s Day, 2000

October 6, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Children hold a special place in our lives,
and raising healthy, happy children is the
greatest success any parent can hope to
achieve; it should also be an important goal
of every member of society, because children
are profoundly influenced by the people and
environment around them. The strongest in-
fluence, of course, is often child’s family; but
good schools and nurturing communities also
play a vital role in helping children reach
their full potential.
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