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I am pleased that H.R. 4475 includes fund-
ing the Unanticipated Needs account, which
can be used by the President to meet needs
in furtherance of the national interest, secu-
rity, or defense. I am especially pleased this
account includes the funding I sought to as-
sist the people of Puerto Rico in deciding
their islands’ future status, an issue that the
Puerto Ricans have long asked us to clarify.
Other Presidents and I have sought legisla-
tive action, and there has been some, but this
is the first piece of legislation passed by both
Houses of Congress that supports Puerto
Rico choosing its future status. The account
also provides funds to educate Puerto Ricans
on the available options, relying on the Office
of the President to ensure the options pre-
sented to the voters are realistic in light of
the Constitution and the basic laws and poli-
cies of the United States. Once the options
have been presented, the account also funds
a vote by the Puerto Rican people to choose
what their status should be. I am already
working to clarify the options, and I am also
working to ensure that the next President will
continue the effort to resolve this issue.

I also note that language purporting to re-
quire congressional committee approval for
a plan to spend certain funds is unconstitu-
tional under the Supreme Court’s holding in
INS v. Chadha, 462 U.S. 919 (1983). In addi-
tion, section 347 purports to restrict the con-
tents and form of the President’s budgetary
proposal. This provision would interfere with
the President’s constitutional power to rec-
ommend legislation and will accordingly be
construed as advisory.

Overall, H.R. 4475 makes a positive con-
tribution to meeting the transportation and
other needs of this country. I am pleased to
sign it into law.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 23, 2000.

NOTE: H.R. 4475, approved October 23, was as-
signed Public Law No. 106–346.

Remarks at a Reception for
Representative Maurice D. Hinchey
in Kingston, New York
October 23, 2000

Thank you very much. First of all, thank
you for the wonderful welcome. I am de-
lighted to be here. You may know that on
the way over here today, I stopped at your
local elementary school and shook hands with
the principal, the teachers, and as many of
the eager students as I could reach. [Laugh-
ter] And they made a lot of wonderful signs,
and I signed them, and I’m very grateful for
that. I had a great time.

I also went across the street and shook
hands with the kids at the pizza place.
[Laughter] But because I was a little late,
I didn’t have one. [Laughter] I want to thank
Mayor Gallo and Assemblyman Cahill and
the other local officials who are here—John
Parete, the Ulster County Democratic chair-
man. And most of all, I want to say I’m hon-
ored to be here for Maurice Hinchey.

We came in together, but I want to make
absolutely sure he’s still there when I go.
[Laughter] We have fought our fights to-
gether. He has taken the risks that I have
taken to try to turn the economy around and
pull the country together and move us for-
ward.

I’m especially grateful for his leadership
for the Patients’ Bill of Rights, to put medical
decisions back into the hands of medical pro-
fessionals and their patients; for a Medicare
drug program that would provide all of our
seniors access to affordable prescription
drugs; for our education initiatives and, espe-
cially, our school construction initiative,
which would give States like New York that
have either overcrowded or falling down
schools the funds they need to help repair
or build or modernize schools without put-
ting all of the burden on the local property
taxpayers; and for his help for the environ-
ment, because one of the things I was deter-
mined to do when I became President is to
prove we could grow the economy and im-
prove the environment at the same time.

You know, when things go well, the Presi-
dent tends to get credit, and when they don’t,
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well, that’s the way it goes. [Laughter] Harry
Truman said, ‘‘The buck stops here.’’ But
sometimes I think the credit should be more
broadly shared, first and foremost with the
American people. But you need to know that
on more than one occasion, the critical initia-
tive, beginning with our economic plan in
1993, has passed by one vote in Congress.
So, if it hadn’t been for Maurice and people
like him, so much of the good things that
we have been able to do for America over
the last 8 years would not have been possible,
and you need to keep him right where he
is.

I would also like to say a few words about
this Senate race, in which I have a passing
interest. [Laughter] And I would like to say
a few words about Vice President Gore and
Senator Lieberman.

But I want to begin by just making two
introductory comments. First of all, my heart
is filled with gratitude for the people of the
United States and especially to the people
of New York, who have been so wonderful
to me through two elections, giving me the
State’s 33 electoral votes, along with Al Gore.
Last time, about 59 percent of the vote in
52 of the 62 counties supported our efforts,
and you will never know how grateful I am.

Secondly, as Maurice said, for all the cele-
brations we’ve had in the last few days, our
8-year long effort to stand against ethnic
cleansing and genocide and abuse in the Bal-
kans, beginning with our efforts to stop the
war in Bosnia, to roll back the expulsion of
the people in Kosovo, the embargo on Ser-
bia. Now we have a genuinely elected Presi-
dent there, committed to the rule of law.

We have the President of South Korea
winning the Nobel Peace Prize, which he
richly deserved, a lifetime of struggle for de-
mocracy, first in his own country, narrowly
escaping death, partly thanks to President
Jimmy Carter over 20 years ago, and now
opening the way to North Korea. And the
United States supported that policy and, I
think, had a significant impact on its success.
And now Secretary Albright is there, and we
have some hope of resolving our outstanding
differences with North Korea and looking
forward to the day when they will truly close
the last chapter in the aftermath of the
Korean war.

That’s all been very moving, but it is punc-
tuated and overshadowed now by the terrible
violence in the Middle East, which also oc-
curred at the same time that we lost 17 fine
young men and women in the United States
Navy in the terrorist attack on our ship in
Aden, Yemen. I don’t want to say too much
about that today except I’m working on it,
and my experience has been, in these mat-
ters, that the less you say publicly, the more
likely you are to get done.

The point I want to make is, when I see,
around the world, how people continue to
struggle with their differences—with their
religious, their racial, their ethnic dif-
ferences—how people continue to misunder-
stand each other; how after working together
for 7 years for the cause of peace, with occa-
sional difficulties but never anything like this,
the thing could get off the tracks like this,
it makes me so grateful that our country has
been so blessed to be the most diverse it has
ever been and yet to be more united and
making more progress and moving forward.

And the main thing I want to say to you
today is, I’ve never thought much about the
ability of one elected official to influence an-
other one’s race, so I don’t know that I can
convince anybody to vote for Maurice or Hil-
lary or the Vice President. But what I would
like to say is, I’d like to just share with you
from my heart what I think the issues are
and what I hope you will say to your friends
and neighbors, because there’s no doubt that
citizens influence one another’s opinions.

And if you think about—Hillary said this
last night, and I had never quite thought of
it this way, but she said, ‘‘You know, it was
very hard for us to go down to that memorial
service for the sailors and their families at
the U.S.S. Cole.’’ People often ask me what
the most difficult days of my Presidency are,
and bar none, they have been the days when
I had to go greet the families of people who
were killed because of their service for the
United States in the Embassies in Africa, in
Ron Brown’s plane, Khobar Towers in Saudi
Arabia. It is very difficult.

But what my wife said last night that I
would like to echo is, you know, the rest of
us are not asked to put our lives on the line,
and most of the people were so young. I think
the oldest one was 31, but many of them
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were just 19. Many of them were younger
than my daughter. And the least we can do
is to be grateful for the progress of this coun-
try, to be proud of it, to show up and vote,
and to take the next 2 weeks to discuss with
our friends and neighbors and co-workers
and family members what we think this is
about. And so that’s the spirit in which I
would like to speak to you today.

Things are going well for this country, and
we have—this is the first time in my lifetime
where we’ve had at the same time so much
economic prosperity and social progress, with
the absence of domestic crisis and foreign
threat. And so we have before us the chance
to build the future of our dreams for our
children.

And this election ought to be a feast for
America. People shouldn’t feel bad about the
fact that nothing bad is happening. They
should feel good about it. [Laughter] But
they should understand that sometimes it’s
harder to make a good decision when times
are good than when they’re bad.

There’s not a person in this room over 30
years old that hasn’t made at least one mis-
take in their life, not because your life was
going so badly but because things were going
so well, you thought there was no penalty
for the failure to concentrate. Isn’t that right?
Isn’t that right? It’s true. [Laughter] And all
of the younger people are looking at those
who are laughing and—[laughter]—time will
take care of it. You will soon know about that.
[Laughter]

So what I have urged my friends to do
in the Democratic House and the Senate and
in advancing the Vice President’s cause and
Hillary’s cause is just to strive for clarity. I
really think, you know, the American people
nearly always make the right decision if they
have enough information and enough time.
If they didn’t, we wouldn’t still be around
here after 224 years.

So, from my point of view, this is what
I would like you to know. First, I would like
to say about my wife, that for 30 years, as
long as I’ve known her—and I met her al-
most 30 years ago—her obsession has been
the welfare of children and families. She took
an extra year when we were in law school
to study at the Yale Hospital and Child Study
Center, so when she got out of law school,

she would understand precisely how the law
affected young children and their parents.
And it has been the driving obsession of her
whole life.

She has spent most of the last 30 years
working on education, health care, and other
children’s and families’ issues, and also work-
ing on the relationship between education
and economic development and, specifically,
how to get jobs into places that aren’t grow-
ing as fast as the economy as a whole is grow-
ing.

And she went on corporate boards when
we lived in Arkansas. She did a lot of work
trying to figure out how to get investment
into areas where it was needed, which is a
big issue for upstate New York this year. And
that’s a subject that she’s worked on for 20
years, so when she talks about it, it’s not
something that just sort of occurred to her
when she started coming up here to see you.

The second thing I would like to say is
that, for the last 8 years in the White House,
she has perhaps been the most active First
Lady in history, certainly had the broadest
range of interests since Eleanor Roosevelt.
She has worked on—the first thing she
worked on was trying to help pass the first
bill I signed, the family and medical leave
law, which over 20 million Americans have
now used to take some time off from work
when a baby is born or a parent is sick, with-
out losing their job. It is a great piece of legis-
lation.

And she was very active in our health care
efforts, even though we knew it was con-
troversial, and in the end we got a lot done.
Medicare was supposed to go broke last year
when I took office. It now has 26 more years
of life, something that you should remember
when people ask you what we did.

We passed the bill that says you can keep
your health insurance if you change jobs or
if someone in your family gets sick. That’s
important. And we passed the Children’s
Health Insurance Program, the biggest ex-
pansion of child health since Medicaid was
enacted in 1965, which has now given us a
decline in the number of uninsured people
for the first time in 12 years.

She worked to find out more about the
illnesses of veterans in the Gulf war and
whether we should be doing more to help
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them, totally an issue that she just got inter-
ested in because nobody else was working
on it. She didn’t want those folks ignored.

She thought up the idea of celebrating the
coming of the millennium by having a project
that imagined the future and honored our
past, and her Millennium Treasures Project
is now the largest historic preservation
project in the history of the United States—
$100 million in private and public money to-
gether. And a lot of the places preserved have
been in New York, places like George Wash-
ington’s revolutionary headquarters, Harriet
Tubman’s home, parts of the Underground
Railroad—things that will go to places, many
of them not doing so well economically, that
will make them much more attractive for
tourists, build community pride, and change
their future.

So I’m very proud of what she has done
as First Lady. And I’m especially proud that
she’s been to more countries than any other
person in that position, ever. She says I
shouldn’t say that, because there’s a lot more
countries now than there used to be. [Laugh-
ter] After the fall of the Berlin Wall, it’s sort
of not a fair comparison. But she’s spoken
out for women’s rights, for the rights of chil-
dren, trying to get more kids in school. She’s
pointed out that national security involves
more than just military aid, that we have to
have education and health care and environ-
ment partnerships around the world.

We have to work together to roll back the
tides of AIDS and TB and malaria, which
together kill one-fourth of all the people who
die every year on this Earth. And she’s had
a special role in the tough spots. She was
very, very active in bringing women together
and working with them in the Northern Ire-
land peace process. She spent a lot of time
in Israel pursuing our twin goals of the secu-
rity of Israel and the long-term necessity of
resolving the matter through peaceful nego-
tiations. And she’s been to see our soldiers
in Kosovo and Bosnia several times. I’m very
proud of what she has done.

And what I’d like to say to you is that,
of all the people I’ve known in public life,
I’ve never known anybody over 30 years—
and in spite of the fact that we all say harsh
things about each other at election time, the
truth is that most people in public life I’ve

known are honest, work hard, and do what
they think is right. Otherwise, we wouldn’t
be around here after over 200 years. But I’ve
never met anybody that had a better com-
bination of brainpower with a great heart and
compassion who would just consistently, day-
in and day-out, work for what she believed
in, never get tired. She spent 30 years work-
ing for other people. As far as I know, this
is the first time in 30 years she ever asked
anybody to do anything for her, and she had
a hard time doing it. I said, ‘‘You’ve got to
ask people to vote for you. You’ve got to ask
people to contribute to you.’’ She said, ‘‘I’m
used to asking them to do that for you. It’s
hard to ask them to do that for me.’’

I think it’s very important, if you’re going
to elect a Senator to succeed Daniel Patrick
Moynihan, one of the most accomplished
people to serve in the United States Senate
in the 20th century, to succeed Robert Ken-
nedy—he held that seat—you need a good
partner for Senator Schumer. And New York
has got a lot of big things on the agenda,
and there are a lot of things that have to
be done for America.

I have never known anybody with the com-
bination of brains, compassion, heart, and the
ability to get things done that she does. She
will be a great Senator if you make sure she
wins.

I want to say something about the Vice
President. He has been a big part of all the
success that we’ve enjoyed in the last 8 years
and the decisions we made that were good.
One of the things that President Kennedy
said in more eloquent words—I wish I could
remember exactly what he said—but he said,
the Presidency basically is a place of decision;
it’s important that you work hard. And I think
I’ve met that standard. But he has worked
as hard as I have. But in the end, hard work
is not enough. You also have to make good
decisions, and that requires a certain level
of experience, a certain level of judgment,
a certain instinct.

And he was right when he supported our
economic program. Maurice talks about it.
He had to cast the tiebreaking vote in the
Senate, or it would have been defeated. And
that’s what turned this whole budget around,
got interest rates down, got investment up,
and got the economy going. He supported
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the efforts we made to reform the welfare
system. We now have cut the welfare rolls
in half, and families and children are better
off, not worse off, as predicted.

He led our reinventing Government pro-
gram. You know, sometimes our friends in
the other party talk about how they’re against
big Government. But the facts are that under
Al Gore’s leadership, we reduced the size of
the civil Government to its lowest size since
1960, when President Kennedy was running
for office and Dwight Eisenhower was still
President.

Under Al Gore’s leadership, we have re-
duced 16,000 pages of Federal regulations
which were on the book in the previous ad-
ministration. We have reduced regulations in
the Department of Education alone, regula-
tions on States and school districts, by two-
thirds. You don’t have to keep that a secret
if you don’t want to. [Laughter] You can tell
people that. I think it’s an important part of
the record.

He has—I don’t know if you saw the an-
nouncement last week. General Motors an-
nounced that they had developed a car that
will get 80 miles a gallon, which is the target
they set in the beginning of our administra-
tion when we organized something under Al
Gore’s leadership called the Partnership for
the Next Generation Vehicle.

You’re all worried about the price of home
heating oil this winter. We’re all worried
about what happens if there is instability in
the Middle East with the price of oil. But
I’m telling you, the answer is, more conserva-
tion, alternative sources of energy, free up
the oil that is there for the things we need,
like home heating oil. Now, if we get 80 miles
to the gallon—and when GM made the an-
nouncement, they said that their participa-
tion in this Partnership for the Next Genera-
tion Vehicles project made it possible.

Al Gore also led our efforts to adopt a tele-
communications law, a big bipartisan law that
we passed 4 or 5 years ago that’s created hun-
dreds of thousands of jobs, thousands of new
businesses, and something called the E-rate,
which we fought hard for, and he led the
fight, which enables every school and hos-
pital to afford to hook up to the Internet.

Now, when we started this project in 1994,
trying to get all our schools hooked up, we

had only—listen to this—we had about 15
percent of the schools and only 4 percent
of the classrooms in the entire country were
connected to the Internet. Today, 95 percent
of the schools and 65 percent of the total
classrooms are connected. And part of the
reason is the E-rate; people can afford to
hook onto the Internet to give kids in the
poorest schools in this country access to to-
morrow’s information and tomorrow’s econ-
omy.

Now, these are big things that he did. He
also led our efforts on arms control, in many,
many important other areas. So you cannot
cite any person, I believe, in the history of
the country who, in the position of Vice
President, had the impact that he had. And
I think that’s very significant for this election.

Now, let me just say this. It seems to me
there are four things I’d like you to consider.
Maurice said, ‘‘Tell your weather story.’’ I
told the Congress, our crowd in the Con-
gress, last week that those who were on our
side needed to think of themselves as Amer-
ica’s weather corps in the next 2 weeks, be-
cause if things were clear to the American
people, we would win, and if things were
cloudy, we might be in trouble. So we wanted
clear. We need for people to understand
clearly what the issues are.

And again I say, that in a positive, happy
sense. I think this could be the most positive
election we’ve had in a month of Sundays.
You don’t have to be mad at anybody. You
can posit the fact that your opponents are
honorable, good people and that they will do
what they believe is right, and we’ll do what
we believe is right. So what we need to do
is make sure the voters know exactly what
the differences are and then let the voters
make up their minds.

I trust the American people. And I trust
the people of New York to do the right thing.
But I think there are—let me just make these
four arguments for Al Gore and Joe
Lieberman and Hillary and Maurice.

Number one, we’ve got to keep this pros-
perity going. You know, just looking around
upstate New York, there are places and com-
munities that still haven’t fully participated
in this economic recovery. Now, we’ve got
a special program we’re trying to pass to give
extra incentives to get people to invest there.
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But to get there you’ve got to keep the overall
prosperity going; you’ve got to keep unem-
ployment down and labor markets tight. If
you want investments to flow to inner-city
neighborhoods, rural towns, Indian reserva-
tions, you name it—anybody that’s been left
behind—the economy has got to be strong
to get people to invest there. This is a huge
deal—plus which, it benefits all the rest of
you if the economy keeps going.

Now, I believe it is critical to do that, to
adopt a policy that our side, all of our can-
didates have espoused, which is, ‘‘We’ll give
you a tax cut, but it’s considerably smaller
than the other guy’s, even though most
middle-class people are better off under
ours, because we think we’ve got to save
some money for education and health care,
and we have to get America out of debt.
We’ve got to keep paying down the debt until
America is debt-free. We can do it in 12 years
and put us out of debt for the first time since
1835, when Andrew Jackson was President.’’

Now, why should that be important to
you? Why should that be important to the
young people in the uniforms back there who
have been serving your meal, besides the fact
that it sounds good? Because we live in a
global economy; a trillion dollars moves
around the world every day, crossing national
borders. And that means if we keep interest
rates lower by paying down the debt, it
means for all of you lower home mortgage
payments, lower college payments, college
loan payments, lower car payments, lower
credit card payments. It means lower busi-
ness loans—costs, which means more busi-
nesses, more jobs, higher incomes, and a bet-
ter stock market.

So if you keep interest rates down, every-
body benefits—all the working people, all the
business people, all the people on Wall
Street, everybody else. And that is very, very
important. And we have a program that will
permit the country, under the Vice Presi-
dent’s leadership, to do that.

By contrast, the size of their tax cuts plus
the cost of their Social Security privatization
program plus their spending promises means
they can’t do that. They can’t get America
out of debt. The numbers won’t add up. So
this is a significant difference. You just have

to decide whether it’s important to you or
not.

But let me just give you an example. If
you keep interest rates one percent lower a
year than they would otherwise be, the
American people save $390 billion on home
mortgages alone; $30 billion dollars on car
payments; $15 billion on college loans. That’s
a $400 billion tax cut right there, in lower
interest rates. But people have to under-
stand. That’s a big decision you need to
make, and you can make it either way. We
haven’t been out of debt since 1835. You can
say we’ll just go on and have higher interest
rates; take the money now and leave. But
people need to understand what the decision
is, and then we’ll trust the American people
to make the right decision. I think I know
what they will decide if they clearly under-
stand it.

The second decision I think is very impor-
tant is whether we’re going to build on the
progress that we’ve made in other areas over
the last 8 years or reverse that. Now, let’s
just look at some of those areas, if I could.
In welfare, I’ve already said, welfare rolls are
half what they were. The crime rate has
dropped every year. It’s now at a 26-year low;
murder rate at a 33-year low; gun violence
down 35 percent. In health care, we finally
got the number of uninsured people going
down because we’re insuring more children.

In the environment, compared to 8 years
ago, the air is cleaner; the water is cleaner;
the drinking water is safer; the food is safer.
We’ve cleaned up 3 times as many toxic waste
dumps, and we’ve set aside more land in per-
petuity for all time than any administration
since Theodore Roosevelt a hundred years
ago.

Now, I don’t—and in education, let me
just say something about that, that I think
is very important for the American people
to know. The dropout rate is down. Test
scores in math, science, and reading are
going up. The college-going rate is at an all-
time high. There’s been over a 50 percent
increase in the number of our kids taking
advanced placement courses and, among
Hispanic kids, a 300 percent increase, among
African-American kids, a 500 percent in-
crease. And perhaps most important to me,
more important than anything else, we have
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evidence in every State in the country that
schools that were once thought to be failing
inevitably are turning around.

I was in a school in Harlem the other day
where, 2 years ago, a grade school—listen
to this—2 years ago, 80 percent of the kids
were doing reading and math below grade
level. Today, just 2 years later—new prin-
cipal, school uniform policy, high standards,
accountability—74 percent of the kids’ read-
ing and math at or above grade level in 2
years—2 years.

So are we going to keep building on this
or not? So in this election, we believe that
our program put 100,000 police on the street,
and now to add 50,000 more in high crime
areas, had a lot to do with bringing the crime
rate down. So does every policeman in Amer-
ica. They believe that’s not a Federal respon-
sibility, and they want to get rid of it. You
have to decide, but it will make a difference.

In education, we believe that education is
a constitutional responsibility of the States
and an operational responsibility of the local
districts but a national priority. And we think
there’s a limit to how much money local
property taxpayers can come up with. So
we’ve been paying for 100,000 teachers to
make sure we have certified, well-trained
teachers in the early grades to lower average
class size to the point where the teachers can
teach, and kids aren’t sent to the fourth grade
without the requisite reading and math and
other skills they need.

We think this is important. We’re about
a third of the way through that program. Al
Gore will continue it and build on it. So will
Hillary. So will Maurice. They believe that
is not a national decision, that we shouldn’t
have made that, and they ought to just block-
grant the money, give it to the States, and
see what happens. You can decide what you
think, but people should know.

In the environment, we believe we’ve
proved you can clean up the environment
and grow the economy. They believe the air
pollution laws are too tough and I went too
far in protecting 43 million roadless acres in
the national forests, even though the Audu-
bon Society said it was the most significant
conservation move in 40 years in the United
States. They don’t agree with that.

You get the drift here. It’s not like there
are no decisions. And I can make their argu-
ment. But you have to decide, and your
friends and neighbors have to decide. So A,
do you want to keep the prosperity going;
B, do you want to build on the social progress
of the last 8 years, or do you want to reverse
course; C, who’s the best qualified to meet
the new challenges?

This is going to be a very new era. We
have to close the digital divide. You know,
we could create a new, gaping chasm in
America and throughout the world if people
everywhere don’t have access to computers,
know how to use them, can afford to log on
to the Internet, and can get this information
and know what it means.

We have to make the most of this new
biotech revolution, which is one of the rea-
sons I want to get medicine covered by sen-
iors, because within the matter of a few years,
you are going to see cures for Parkinson’s,
for Alzheimer’s, for two or three different
kinds of cancers. It’s going to be amazing.

With the human genome coming out, new
mothers will soon begin to come home with
genetic maps of their babies, and it will rath-
er quickly take average life expectancy from
where it is now, at about 77, up to 90 years.
There are young women in this room that
will have babies that will be born with a life
expectancy of 90 years. You mark my words.

Now, what does that mean? It means,
among other things, we’ve got to figure out
how to make sure these benefits are broadly
shared, and it means that once all your med-
ical and financial information is on some-
body’s computer, we’ve got to figure out how
to protect your privacy rights, even as we
make the most of this information. That’s a
big deal.

And I’d like to have somebody that really
understands that. I mean, the other day, 425
high-tech executives including Vint Cerf,
who really is one of the fathers of the Inter-
net and sent the first E-mail ever sent, 18
years ago, to his then profoundly deaf wife,
who now can hear for the first time since
she was three because of a computer chip
implanted in her ear.

They came out for Al Gore. Why? Because
they know he understands the future, that
he has thought about these things, that he
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cares about them. He understands the en-
ergy future and what kind of changes we’re
going to have to make, and that’s very impor-
tant.

So how are you going to keep the pros-
perity going? Are you going to build on the
progress or reverse course? Who under-
stands the future best? And last, and maybe
most important, how are we going to con-
tinue to build one America? The main reason
I’m a Democrat is that we believe everybody
counts; everybody ought to have a chance;
everybody has a role to play; and we all do
better when we help each other. That’s what
we believe.

Now, what does that mean? I believe—
that’s why we are for the minimum wage.
That’s why we’re for stronger enforcement
of equal pay laws to make sure women who
do equal work get equal pay. That’s why
we’re for hate crimes legislation. That’s why
we’re for the deductibility of college tax tui-
tion, because we think the people who serve
this meal ought to have the same chance to
send their kids to college as those of us who
could afford to pay for it. That’s what we
believe.

So sometime between now and the next
2 weeks, I hope every day you will have some
chance to talk about this election. And if
somebody says, ‘‘Well, why are you for Hil-
lary for Senator? Why are you for Al Gore
and Joe Lieberman? Why is Maurice Hin-
chey so great anyway about?’’ you need to
say, ‘‘Look, there’s four big things you’ve got
to decide in this election. Number one, do
you want to keep this prosperity going or not?
If you do, you better pay down the debt and
keep interest rates down, have a tax cut we
can afford, and save some money to invest
in education and our future.

‘‘Number two, do you want to build on
the progress of the last 8 years or not? If
you do, we better stay with the crime pro-
gram, the education program, the health care
program, the environmental program that
have worked, that are moving this country
in the right direction, not change course.

‘‘Number three, we need people in office
that think about the future and understand
it.

‘‘And number four and most important, we
need people who really believe that we have

to be one America across all the lines that
divide us.’’

If people think about these issues in that
way, we’re going to have a great celebration
November 7th.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:42 p.m. at the
Hillside Manor Restaurant. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Mayor T.R. Gallo of Kingston; New York
State Assemblyman Kevin Cahill; President
Vojislav Kostunica of the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro); President
Kim Dae-jung of South Korea; and Vinton G.
Cerf, senior vice president of Internet architec-
ture and technology, MCI WorldCom, and his
wife, Sigrid.

Remarks at a Reception for Hillary
Clinton in Flushing, New York
October 23, 2000

Thank you very much, my long-time friend
Tom Manton. You know, the story he told
you was true. I was in Manhattan. They said,
‘‘We’re going to the Queens Democratic
Party. Congressman Manton is the chairman
of the county party. If you do really well,
they might endorse you.’’ I said, ‘‘Well, what
happens if they don’t?’’ He said, ‘‘You’ll lose
Queens in the primary.’’ [Laughter] ‘‘And
we’re going on the subway, and a television
camera is going to follow you on the subway
because they don’t think anyone from Arkan-
sas knows what a subway is.’’ [Laughter]

So properly intimidated, I haul myself onto
the subway. And it was fascinating, because
no one in New York knew who I was, and
yet, here is this camera with this bright light
filming my every move. And all these people
are dead-tired, and they’re being elbowed
around by this energetic camera person.
They probably thought I was some—you
know, in the precursor to ‘‘Survivor’’ or
something—[laughter]—just some anony-
mous guy trying to make it out of Queens,
on the subway, with a funny accent. It was
funny.

So I was really apprehensive. We got to
the meeting site, and I walked up the stairs,
and the county committee clapped, and I
walked down the middle of the aisle, not hav-
ing a clue about what was going to happen.
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