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of you for lifting her up and supporting her
and giving her a chance to serve this State
and serve this Nation are almost inexpress-
ible.

It’s worth noting that this seat was held
not only by Daniel Patrick Moynihan, one
of the great intellects and public servants of
the last 50 years, but also by Senator Robert
Kennedy, who inspired me and so many peo-
ple of my generation to believe that we could
make a better country. And I want you to
know that if you just keep working for 13
more days, she is going to make you pro-
foundly proud that you have helped her in
this.

And on top of that, she looks pretty good
to be 53 years old, wouldn’t you say? So I
want you to stand up with me and offer a
toast to the next United States Senator from
New York.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:20 p.m. at the
Roseland Ballroom. In his remarks, he referred
to actors Tom Cruise and Robert DeNiro. A por-
tion of these remarks could not be verified be-
cause the tape was incomplete.

Statement on Admission of the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
Into the Stability Pact
October 26, 2000

I applaud today’s decision by the members
of the Stability Pact to welcome the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia as a new member.
Last month the people of Yugoslavia spoke
clearly in support of democratic change. The
response today from the international com-
munity is just as clear. We will stand with
the new democratic government as it pursues
economic and political reform, meets its
international obligations, and works with
neighboring countries to promote lasting sta-
bility throughout the region.

We helped launch the Stability Pact last
year with a common understanding that an
undivided, democratic, and peaceful Europe
will be a reality only when the countries of
southeast Europe are integrated with the rest
of the continent. To achieve this goal, the
governments of the region are pressing ahead
with reforms; the international community is
supporting the region’s economic develop-

ment and integration; and the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia can now play its own
indispensable role in that effort.

At previous Stability Pact conferences, we
invited participation by the political opposi-
tion in Serbia and by the democratic govern-
ment in the Republic of Montenegro, both
of which had the courage to stand up to the
violence and corruption of the Milosevic re-
gime. But we always kept open a chair for
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. Now the
dramatic changes in Belgrade allow the chair
for Yugoslavia to be filled. This is a major
step towards realizing our shared vision of
a region committed to peace, to healing the
wounds of war, and to taking its place in a
peaceful, undivided, and democratic Europe.

Statement on the 2000 Annual
Report on School Safety
October 26, 2000

I am pleased that the 2000 Annual Report
on School Safety released today by the De-
partments of Justice and Education shows
that crime and violence in our Nation’s
schools continue to decline. Since 1992, rates
of serious crime, including violent crime,
have declined steadily in our schools, and the
number of non-fatal crimes in schools is
down by more than 21 percent. Between
1992 and 1997, the number of students who
report carrying a weapon to school decreased
by 25 percent. School homicides, which re-
main extremely rare, are also on the decline.
This report provides encouraging data that
our efforts to protect our children are having
an impact.

Since Vice President Gore and I took of-
fice, we have encouraged communities to
come together to ensure that our schools are
safe places for learning. By making school
safety a top priority, our administration has
helped provide more and better-trained po-
lice officers in schools, vastly increased fund-
ing for after-school programs, required zero
tolerance for guns in schools, and funded
more mentors and school counselors to help
our kids stay on the right track.

We owe it to our children to make sure
that crime in school continues to decline. We
can continue our progress by supporting
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comprehensive, locally based efforts such as
the Safe Schools/Healthy Students Initiative.
Across the Nation, 77 communities have re-
ceived $147 million under this innovative
program to fund enhanced educational, men-
tal health, and law enforcement services.
Programs such as this one allow us to pro-
mote the healthy development of our stu-
dents and to identify those children who may
be having problems and get them the help
they need to turn things around. By working
together, we can continue our success in
making America’s schools safe for each and
every student in our Nation.

Statement on Reaching the Nation’s
Highest Homeownership Rate

October 26, 2000

Today I am proud to announce that our
Nation has broken a new record. According
to the Department of Housing and Urban
Development, America has reached its high-
est homeownership rates ever. This is tre-
mendous new evidence that more and more
American families are realizing the dream of
owning their own home. Higher homeowner-
ship rates help build stronger families, create
more stable communities, and raise living
standards for all Americans.

Vice President Gore and I came to office
committed to a strategy to make it easier for
American families to buy their own homes.
By providing record levels of homeownership
loan assistance, increasing the availability of
affordable housing, providing incentives to
save for a home purchase, and maintaining
our commitment to fiscal discipline that has
kept interest rates low, we have worked to
ensure that every family has the opportunity
to own their own home. I would like to par-
ticularly thank Vice President Gore and Sec-
retary Cuomo for their excellent leadership
in working with families, especially in low-
income and empowerment communities, to
help make homeownership a reality.

Statement on Reauthorization of the
Older Americans Act
October 26, 2000

Older Americans all across the country
have reason to cheer today. After more than
5 years of congressional inaction, the Senate
voted to approve legislation to reauthorize
the Older Americans Act. I look forward to
signing this measure of vital importance to
our Nation’s older Americans.

The Older Americans Act ensures that
seniors in every State have access to meals,
nursing home ombudsmen, legal assistance,
elder abuse prevention, employment and
transportation services that are essential to
their dignity and independence. Enactment
of the Older Americans Act Amendments of
2000 will strengthen and improve these serv-
ices.

I am especially pleased that the final legis-
lation includes the National Family Care-
giver Support Program—a key administra-
tion priority designed to provide respite care
and other supportive services to help hun-
dreds of thousands of families who are strug-
gling to care for their older loved ones who
are ill or disabled.

I applaud the bipartisan leadership in the
U.S. Senate for its outstanding efforts to ap-
prove the Older Americans Act Amendments
of 2000. Finally, and most important, I want
to pay special tribute to the aging community
for its tireless commitment to the needs of
older Americans.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on
Counterdrug Assistance to Colombia
and Neighboring Countries
October 26, 2000

Dear Mr. Chairman:
I hereby report, in accordance with section

3202 of the Military Construction Appropria-
tions Act, 2001, on current U.S. policy and
strategy for counterdrug assistance to Colom-
bia and neighboring countries. The enclosed
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