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2000, much of the suspect air traffic that pre-
viously crossed Cuban airspace has now shift-
ed away to Hispaniola (Haiti and the Domin-
ican Republic).

I will continue to keep Cuba under careful
observation for any changes in current transit
patterns. If there is evidence of significant
quantities of drugs transiting Cuba to the
United States, Cuba will be added Cuba to
the Majors List.

Central Asia. Uzbekistan and Tajikistan
are traditional opium poppy growing areas
of the former Soviet Union. However, we
have not found evidence of significant opium
poppy cultivation. If ongoing analysis reveals
cultivation of 1,000 hectares or more of
poppy, the relevant countries will be added
to the Majors List.

Major Cannabis Producers. While
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Morocco, the Phil-
ippines, and South Africa are important can-
nabis producers, I have not included them
on this list since in all cases the illicit can-
nabis is either consumed locally or exported
to countries other than the United States. I
have determined that such illicit cannabis
production does not significantly affect the
United States.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Jesse Helms,
chairman, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., ranking mem-
ber, Senate Committee on Foreign Relations; Ted
Stevens, chairman, and Robert C. Byrd, ranking
member, Senate Committee on Appropriations;
Benjamin A. Gilman, chairman, and Sam Gejden-
son, ranking member, House Committee on
International Relations; and C.W. Bill Young,
chairman, and David R. Obey, ranking member,
House Committee on Appropriations.

Remarks at a Democratic National
Committee Dinner
November 1, 2000

Thank you very much. I will be quite brief
because I want to just sit around and have
a conversation. But I want to begin by thank-
ing all of you, especially Andy, for taking on
this role with the Democratic Party, and
thank you, Terry, for tonight and for so much
else. And I want to thank all of you who have

helped us along the way, particularly those
of you who have been part of our administra-
tion in some way or another. I’m very grateful
to you.

I thought it was quite interesting, you
made that reference to George Washington’s
speech to the Jewish community—I’ve read
it several times—because it was actually
quite a keen insight for a person to have in
the 18th century; the tolerance implies that
a superior group is abiding a group that’s not
equal. And I never thought much of that.
I always tell people we ought to celebrate
our diversity and affirm the primary impor-
tance of our common humanity, and that’s
the way I look at this.

I want to thank you, too, for the last 8
years. It’s been an honor to serve. I’m thrilled
that it worked out as well as it did. [Laughter]
I believed 8 years ago, and I believe more
strongly today, that we need a unifying poli-
tics and a unifying policy, which is different
from soothing words; it has to do with the
decisions we make. And, for example, I
thought that you should be part of America’s
community. But I thought it in other ways,
too.

I thought that we could have an economic
policy that was pro-business and pro-labor.
And, sure enough, this is the first time in
three decades we not only have the longest
economic expansion in history, but we’ve got
incomes going up at all levels. Average in-
comes have increased by 15 percent since
1992, after inflation—real increase.

I thought it would be possible to grow the
economy and improve the environment, and
sure enough, it turned out to be true. We
have cleaner air, cleaner water, safer drinking
water, safer food, more land set aside than
any administration since Theodore Roo-
sevelt, and 3 times as many toxic waste
dumps cleaned up in our 8 years as in the
previous 12, under the other party.

So it seemed to me that you could be for—
in education—more investment and for high-
er standards at the same time. And we’ve got
test scores going up and the college-going
rate at an all-time high.

I could go through this on and on and on,
but I think the point I want to make is, we
sometimes think that we have to divide things
up, and what we really have to do is fuse
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them, unite them, and move forward to-
gether. And it’s worked. Everyone knows the
economy is stronger, but I think it’s worth
pointing out, also, we have—for the first time
in a dozen years, the number of people with-
out health insurance is going down, not up.
The schools are clearly getting better, and
the college-going rate is at an all-time high.
The environment is cleaner. The crime rate
is at a 26-year low. The welfare rolls are at
a 32-year low. Teen pregnancy and teen drug
abuse are down. The country is moving in
the right direction.

And so I think the question we have to
ask ourselves—or the three questions—that
I hope that you’ll help us in the next 6 days
to ask and get answered properly are: Do
you want to build on the prosperity or adopt
policies that will not allow us to pay the debt
down and continue to invest in our future,
but instead will take us back to deficits; do
you want to build on the social progress or
adopt policies which plainly will undermine
the direction in which we’re going; and the
third thing, and maybe the most important,
is, how do we take all this effort toward one
America a step further?

That’s really what the hate crimes bill, the
‘‘Employment Non-Discrimination Act,’’ and
the equal pay for women legislation is about.
Are we going to continue to try to build the
bridges of unity and the bonds of common
interdependent community as we go for-
ward? And I think if people—the election
really is about three things.

The court appointments are a part of that
one America. And it’s about far more than
just preserving a woman’s right to choose.
It’s also about whether the courts will or will
not continue to restrict the ability of the Na-
tional Government to protect civil rights and
human rights and the basic public interest.
Most Americans don’t know that, just in the
last year or so, a slim majority of the courts
already invalidated a provision of the Vio-
lence Against Women Act, a provision of the
Brady law, a provision of an anti-age-
discrimination law. So there are big issues
here.

But when you boil them all down, are we
better off than we were 8 years ago, economi-
cally? And, if so, do you want to build on
the economic policy or reverse it? Are we

going in the right direction and coming to-
gether as a society? If so, do you want to
build on the progress of the 8 years or take
down the policies—the environmental, the
crime, the education, the health care poli-
cies? And should we continue to try to be-
come one America? That’s what hate crimes
and ENDA and the equal pay for women
and all those initiatives and the court ap-
pointments are all about.

If people understand that this is an honor-
able election which, I think, should be con-
ducted in almost a festive atmosphere, be-
cause the country is in so much better shape
than it was 8 years ago and nobody has to
bad-mouth anybody anymore—you don’t
have to go around—you know, a lot of the
venom has gone out of the American political
scene. Somebody said that’s because I’d ab-
sorbed a lot of it. [Laughter] But anyway—
and so you all supplied the serum, and so
I survived. It’s all right. [Laughter] But that’s
good. We ought to be festive. We ought to
be upbeat. We ought to be happy. But we
shouldn’t be blinded to the fact that we’re
actually having a very important old-fash-
ioned debate here. And, in some ways, we
are reenacting the kind of debate we’ve had
from the beginning of this country.

Today we celebrated the 200th anniversary
of the White House. John Adams rolled into
the White House 200 years ago today at
about noon. And so—and David
McCullough, the great historian and biog-
rapher of Harry Truman, gave this beautiful
sort of summary of what the White House
was like 200 years ago, what Washington
looked like, what the politics were, and the
truly astonishing contributions of John
Adams to our country’s history.

He had a great eye for talent. He nomi-
nated George Washington to be head of the
Continental Army. And when he became
President, he nominated John Marshall to be
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. And
that’s one reason we still have one country,
instead of a bunch of loosely floating atoms
out there.

So we celebrated that. And in that whole
200-year history, I do not believe there has
ever been a time when we’ve been able to
have an election where we have so much
prosperity, we have so much social progress,



2727Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000 / Nov. 2

with the absence of domestic crisis or foreign
threat to our existence. Are there problems
out there at home? Yes. Are there real prob-
lems out there, potential and real, around the
world? Of course. But this is a very good
time.

And we get to imagine the future we want
to have for our children and our grand-
children, and then make a decision to build
it. And the only concern I’ve ever had—I
know I sound like a broken record because
I’ve been saying this for a year and a half—
the only concern I have ever had is that 100
percent of the people understand, first, what
a unique moment this is. Younger voters, a
lot of them don’t even remember what it was
like 8 years ago and take all this for granted,
which is something that shouldn’t happen;
and, secondly, that they understand what the
real differences are between the candidates
for President and Senate and House, and
what the consequences are, and they just
make a choice, and everybody should be
happy about it.

But I think that the closeness of the race
indicates, among other things, some uncer-
tainty in the electorate about exactly what
is at stake and what the differences are,
which means all of us have an opportunity
in the last 6 days to try to help bring some
clarity to that.

The last point I want to make is on the
issue of inclusion. It’s been an honor for Hil-
lary and me to have done what we have done,
but I think it is a matter of indisputable his-
torical fact that the Vice President supported
everything I did for this community and
made it clear, was unambiguous, would stand
up and never once, ever, took a pass when
time came to do that.

So I hope that, for whatever it’s worth, 100
percent of your community will know that
on election day.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:29 p.m. in the
Colonial Room at the Mayflower Hotel. In his re-
marks, he referred to dinner chair Terry
Watanabe; and Andrew Tobias, treasurer, Demo-
cratic National Committee.

Interview With April Ryan
of American Urban Radio
November 1, 2000

Ms. Ryan. We’re in the Oval Office, sit-
ting with President William Jefferson Clinton
on this historic occasion. We’re sitting at the
desk that John Kennedy, Jr., used to run
through or crawl through as a child.

Mr. President, thank you so much for this
time, for this post-election interview.

The President. I’m glad to do it, April.
Thank you.

African-American Voter Turnout
Ms. Ryan. There is a get-out-to-vote ef-

fort, a major effort right now. African-Ameri-
cans, in particular, are said not to be as ener-
gized about going to the polls, particularly
for your second in charge. Why is it so impor-
tant that African-Americans go to the polls
this time, especially since they came out in
big numbers for you, and there’s such a dif-
ference right now?

The President. I think, first of all, it’s im-
portant because the election is terribly close.
You know, President Carter won by one per-
cent. President Kennedy won by less than
one-half of one percent. This promises to be
that kind of election, so every vote will count.

Secondly, it’s important because the dif-
ferences between the two candidates for
President and the two parties are so great.
If you think about where we were 8 years
ago, we had an economy in trouble; we had
a society that was divided; we had a political
system that was paralyzed and generally
thought not to be very favorable to African-
Americans and other minorities in our coun-
try.

Now, 8 years later, we’ve got the strongest
economy we’ve ever had; we’ve got a lower
crime rate, a cleaner environment, and the
number of people without health insurance
is going down; the number of people doing
well in school and going on to college is going
up. Things are moving in the right direction.
And the American people are being given
a chance to keep building on that progress
or to embrace a completely different ap-
proach that would reverse it.
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