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and as long as their allies and friends in the
North increasingly follow the same path of
creating opportunities that bring people to-
gether instead of arguments that drive people
apart, then the political systems will follow
the people.

So it is very important that all of you recog-
nize that whatever you do, whether you’re
in politics or not, if you are contributing to
the present vitality of this great nation, you
are helping to make the peace hold. And for
that, I am very grateful.

Let me just say in closing, when I started
my involvement with the Irish peace process,
to put it charitably, half the political experts
in my country thought I had lost my mind.
[Laughter] In some of the all-night sessions
I had making phone calls back and forth over
here through the whole night, after about the
third time I did that, to put it charitably, I
thought I had lost my mind. [Laughter] But
I can tell you that every effort has been an
honor. I believe America has in some tiny
way repaid this nation and its people for the
massive gifts of your people you have given
to us over so many years, going back to our
beginnings. I hope that is true.

For me, one of the things I will most cher-
ish about the 8 years the American people
were good enough to let me serve as Presi-
dent is that I had a chance to put America
on the side of peace and dignity and equality
and opportunity for all the people in both
communities in Northern Ireland, and for a
reconciliation between the North and the
Republic. I don’t know how I happen to have
such good fortune, and even though it gave
me a few more gray hairs, I’m still grateful
that I did.

Good luck. Stay with it, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2 p.m. in the Arrol
Suite at the Guinness Storehouse. In his remarks,
he referred to Celia Larkin, who accompanied
Prime Minister Ahern; and Prime Minister Tony
Blair of the United Kingdom. The transcript re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary also
included the remarks of Prime Minister Bertie
Ahern.

Statement on the Signing of the
Ethiopia-Eritrea Final Peace
Agreement
December 12, 2000

I congratulate the leaders of Ethiopia and
Eritrea for the final peace agreement signed
today in Algiers. My relief and happiness on
this occasion mirrors the sadness I felt when
I witnessed two allies and friends embroiled
in a tragic conflict. I look forward to resum-
ing our strong cooperation with Ethiopia and
Eritrea across the spectrum of bilateral
issues.

Remarks to the Community in
Dundalk, Ireland
December 12, 2000

Thank you very much. First let me thank
the Taoiseach, Bertie Ahern, for his leader-
ship and his friendship and his kind and gen-
erous words tonight.

Mr. O’Hanrahan, thank you so much for
the gift and your words. Joan McGuinness—
it’s not easy for someone who makes a living
in private business to stand up and give a
speech before a crowd this large. If you look
all the way back there, there’s a vast crowd.
You can’t see it in the dark, but all the way
back here there are just as many people. So
I think we ought to give Joan McGuinness
another hand for the speech she gave here.
[Applause]

I thank the Government ministers, the
Members of the Congress, and other Ameri-
cans who are here. I’d like to thank the musi-
cians who came out to play for us tonight
and those who still will. You know, I like
music, and so I have to say it may be cold
and dark, but I’m back in Ireland, so, in the
words of U2, it’s a beautiful day.

And I am particularly glad to be here in
Dundalk, the ancient home of Cuchulain. I
want to acknowledge some natives of Dun-
dalk who are among our group here—the
Taoiseach’s spokesman, Joe Lennon; the
White House correspondent for the Irish
Times, Joe Carroll; a member of our Amer-
ican Embassy team in Dublin, Eva Burkury,
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who has been taking late-night calls from us
all week to make sure we do the right things
in her hometown.

Let me also say that for Hillary, Chelsea,
and me, it’s great to be in the home town
of the Corrs. Now, we had the privilege of
being with them and hearing them sing in
Washington just Sunday night. They did you
proud. I understand their success has been
great for your community, except that in this
tight labor market, you haven’t been able to
replace them down at McManus’ Pub.

In a few weeks, I’ll have a little free time.
[Laughter] You know, I feel at home here.
And so, even though I can’t claim to have
a granny buried in Castletown, I hope you
won’t call me a blow-in. In America, over
40 million of us claim Irish roots, and the
number keeps going up every year. I’m not
sure whether that’s because so many millions
are green with Irish ancestry or just green
with envy of Ireland.

There are so many reasons to admire Ire-
land: the beauty of the land, the people, the
music, the dance, the movies, the golf—
[laughter]—the literature. You know, accord-
ing—Americans in the audience will under-
stand this—according to the latest manual
count—[laughter]—you have won approxi-
mately 66 times the number of Nobel Prizes
in literature you would be entitled to, based
on your percentage of the world population.
In so many ways, you have had an impact
far beyond your numbers, especially in your
worldwide reputation for compassion and
taking on humanitarian causes.

And then there is your amazing Irish econ-
omy. Today, we’re seeing your economy
reaching out across the ocean to us in the
United States, with Irish technology firms in
Boston, New York, and Atlanta.

And I want to note, because we’re here
in County Louth, that the man famous for
the ideas behind this prosperity grew up just
a short distance from here, in Drogheda—
or Drogheda. [Laughter] Anybody here from
Drogheda? [Applause] I told them to put you
in the front row. [Laughter]

Listen to this: In a major report in the late
1950’s, T.K. Whittaker wrote, ‘‘Sooner or
later, protectionism will have to go and the
challenge of free trade accepted, if Ireland
wishes to keep pace with the rest of Europe.’’

Well, over the last 6 years, Ireland has out-
paced the rest of Europe. Indeed, you have
turned deficit to surplus, slashed debt, seen
employment grow 4 times the rate of Eu-
rope, and seen your economy grow faster
than any other nation in the entire industri-
alized world.

Earlier this year, as the Taoiseach said
today, Ireland was selected by our distin-
guished Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology as the European location for its
media-lab research center. The director said
he did this because—I love this—because of
Ireland’s antiestablishment attitude to inno-
vation. [Laughter] The Wall Street Journal
says, Ireland enjoys one of the freest econo-
mies in the world and one of the most re-
sponsive governments.

With the strong leadership of Prime Min-
ister Ahern and the Government, computer
science graduates in Ireland have jumped
fourfold in just the last 4 years. Now Micro-
soft, Intel, Nortel, IBM, Oracle, Lotus,
Xerox, and Heinz and so many others are
in Ireland. And Ireland has now displaced
the United States as the number one soft-
ware exporting country in the entire world.
But you enjoyed respect in the world long
before this boom because Ireland has been
exporting compassion a lot longer than soft-
ware.

Probably the saints in heaven don’t spend
too much time boasting of their achieve-
ments. But if they do, I suspect the saints
can bear no more bragging from Saint Pat-
rick, for no nation has ever lived up more
fully to the virtues of its patron saint than
Ireland.

Some years ago, when your then President,
Mary Robinson, paid a visit to America, she
told of a kindness Ireland received and never
forgot. During the Potato Famine, the Choc-
taw Indians in the United States, who, them-
selves, were very poor and displaced from
their own land, collected from among them-
selves $147 and sent it to Ireland to help
ease the suffering. One hundred and fifty
years later, the President of Ireland remem-
bered that kindness on the South Lawn of
the White House, because it so closely mir-
rors your own compassion.
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To know suffering and reach out to others
in suffering is woven into the heart of Ire-
land. And in your rising prosperity, you have
not forgotten what it is to be poor. So you
continue to reach out to the dispossessed
around the world. In your newfound peace,
you have not forgotten what it is to be at
war, so you continue to stand guard for peace
around the world. That is a powerful reason
that I am very glad Ireland is now on the
United Nations Security Council.

You might be interested to know—and you
may not—that Ireland is so well thought of
around that world that when the campaign
was on for the Security Council members,
you found help in surprising places. Your
Ambassador to Australia, Dick O’Brien, vis-
ited 14 countries in the South Pacific, seeking
their votes. In the tiny island nation of
Tuvalu, he was met by a local journalist by
the name of O’Brien. [Laughter] He learned
then that the Prime Minister of Tuvalu’s
mother’s name was O’Brien. [Laughter]
Turns out, there was an Irish sailor in the
19th century shipwrecked on Tuvalu, named
O’Brien. [Laughter] He liked it there, stayed
on, and now, a full quarter of the population
are O’Briens. If the math is right, maybe
there are more than 45 million Irish-Ameri-
cans.

We are delighted to have you as our part-
ner on the Security Council. But as we look
to Ireland and to America, we remember that
for all our efforts to heal the world, some-
times the toughest healing problems are right
at home.

The story of the United States, I believe,
is largely about three things: love of liberty;
belief in progress; struggle for community.
The last has given us the most trouble and
troubles us still. Matters aren’t so different
for Ireland. For hundreds of years and in-
tensely for the last 30, you confronted the
challenge of religious difference. You in
Dundalk know what it’s like to face fear and
isolation with unemployment rising, the
economy stalling, and hope failing.

A young businessman once said, ‘‘Now,
money isn’t everything, but it’s up there with
oxygen.’’ We know violence suffocates oppor-
tunity. We know in the end, there can be
no full justice without jobs. Fortunately, the

Irish had the courage to grasp the chance
for peace and the new beginning.

Those who argued for peace promised a
better life. But then, there was no proof.
Today, you are the proof of the fruits and
wisdom of peace. The border between Ire-
land and Northern Ireland is now more a
bridge than a barrier. Newry, just across that
border, is your sister city and economic part-
ner.

Some fear the change won’t last, but some
of the smartest business people in the world
are already betting that it will last. You have
a cluster of information technology compa-
nies and broadband networks. Here in this
community, Xerox is making the second-
largest American investment in all of Ireland,
and your Institute of Technology is building
classes to meet the growing needs of
technology-based employers.

I appreciated Prime Minster Ahern men-
tioning the late Secretary Ron Brown and his
trip here in 1994. When he came back, he
encouraged us to continue investing in Dun-
dalk through the International Fund for Ire-
land. I’m very glad we did. I know you
haven’t solved every problem, but this is now
a boomtown. It’s a new day in Dundalk and
a new day in Ireland.

My friends, I come here near the end of
my 8 years of service as President of the
United States to ask you to protect this
progress, to cherish it, and to build on it.
As Pope John Paul said in Drogheda more
than 20 years ago, ‘‘Violence only delays the
day of justice.’’ The Bible says, ‘‘There are
many parts, but one body. If one part suffers,
every part suffers with it.’’ It takes some peo-
ple a long, long time to fully grasp that. But
life teaches us over and over and over again
that in the end, you cannot win by making
your neighbor lose.

Unionists and nationalists, native-born
Irish and immigrants, to all of you, I say
again, you cannot win by making your neigh-
bor lose. Two years ago, after the horrid
bombing in Omagh, you good people filled
these streets. Young people came, not want-
ing to lose their dreams. Older people came
because they wanted a chance to live in peace
before they rest in peace. You stared violence
in the face and said, ‘‘No more.’’ You stood
up for peace then, and I ask you, stand up
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for peace today, tomorrow, and the rest of
your lives.

Oh yes, there are still a few hills to climb
on the road ahead. The Taoiseach mentioned
them. But the people of Ireland have two
advantages now. You now know the value of
peace, and in the hard moments, you can
also still draw strength from the inspiration
of your poets. Seamus Heaney once said of
William Butler Yeats, ‘‘His intent was to clear
a space in the mind and in the world for
the miraculous.’’ Seamus was born the year
Yeats died, and has spent his own life clearing
that space, following this instruction to him-
self: ‘‘Walk on air against your better judg-
ment.’’

As extraordinary as Ireland’s efforts are in
exporting peace and peacekeepers to trou-
bled areas all around the world, I can tell
you nothing—nothing—will compare to the
gift Ireland gives the world if you make peace
here permanent. You can give people all over
the world desperately needed hope and proof
that peace can prevail, that the past is history,
not destiny. That is what I came to ask you
to redouble your efforts to do.

Every Saint Patrick’s Day, the Taoiseach
comes to the United States, and we have a
ceremony in the White House. We sing Irish
songs, tell Irish stories—everything we say
is strictly true, of course. [Laughter] In my
very first Saint Patrick’s Day occasion as
President, I said I would be a friend of Ire-
land not just on Saint Patrick’s Day but every
day. I have tried to be as good as my word.
And every effort has been an honor and a
gift.

Your kindness to me has brought life to
Yeats’ wonderful lines, ‘‘Think where a man’s
glory most begins and ends, and say my glory
was, I had such friends.’’ And so, my friends,
as I prepare to leave my office, a large part
of my heart will always be in Ireland, for all
the days of my life. And let me say, I will
pray: May the road of peace rise up to meet
you. May the wind of prosperity be always
at your back. And may the God of Saint
Patrick hold you in the hollow of his hand.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:52 p.m. in the
Courthouse Square. In his remarks, he referred
to Pearce O’Hanrahan, councillor, Dundalk
Urban District Council No. 1; and Joan

McGuinness, company secretary, Facility Man-
agement Workshop, Ltd. The transcript released
by the Office of the Press Secretary also included
the remarks of Prime Minister Bertie Ahern.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With Prime Minister
Tony Blair of the United Kingdom,
First Minister David Trimble, and
Deputy First Minister Seamus
Mallon of Northern Ireland in
Belfast
December 13, 2000

Supreme Court Decision
Q. Mr. President, do you have any reaction

to the Supreme Court’s decision?
The President. Actually, I haven’t had a

chance to read all the opinions yet. I think
that what I’d like to focus on now is what
I can do, what the United States can do to
be helpful to this ongoing peace process. I
may want to make a statement later, but I’d
really like to have a chance to read all the
opinions first and then I’ll probably——

Q. Have you spoken to the Vice President
today?

Northern Ireland Peace Process
Q. Mr. President, what would you say to

your successor, whoever he may be, about
continued involvement in the peace process
here?

The President. I think it’s important for
the United States to continue. I think it also
has the side benefit of increasing confidence
among American investors in Northern Ire-
land. I saw a story yesterday in the local
press, indicating that some 600 million
pounds in American investment had come
here over the last 5 years. That’s the sort of
thing we need more of. So I hope the next
President will be intimately involved and
highly supportive of the efforts that the par-
ties are making to carry out the Good Friday
accords and get on with it.

Q. Mr. President, what progress do you
think can be made today? Do you think the
peace process can be improved upon?

The President. I hope so. But I think it’s
important for me to listen to the leaders here
and see what we can do first.
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