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however, does not view this provision as codi-
fying the legality of common pool wagering
and interstate account wagering even where
such wagering is legal in the various States
involved for horseracing, nor does the De-
partment view the provision as repealing or
amending existing criminal statutes that may
be applicable to such activity, in particular,
sections 1084, 1952, and 1955 of Title 18,
United States Code.

Several essential modifications to this bill
are contained in H.R. 4577, the Consolidated
Appropriations bill. I am signing H.R. 4942
into law today because I believe the Act, as
modified by H.R. 4577, will meet the overall
needs and priorities of the American people.
I urge the next Congress and my successor
to continue to promote the needs of the
American citizenry by pursuing resolution to
the troublesome issues I have highlighted
above.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
December 21, 2000.

NOTE: H.R. 4942, approved December 21, was
assigned Public Law No. 106–553. An original was
not available for verification of the content of this
statement.

Message on the Observance
of Hanukkah, 2000
December 21, 2000

Warm greetings to everyone celebrating
Hanukkah.

Every year during the month of Kislev on
the Hebrew calendar, Jews around the world
celebrate the Festival of Lights. They re-
member with sorrow the desecration of the
Holy Temple, with pride the triumph of the
Maccabees over the forces of oppression, and
with a renewed faith in God’s providence the
miracle of a day’s worth of oil burning for
eight straight days—a miracle commemo-
rated by lighting the candles of the menorah.

This year, Hanukkah is celebrated during
the same week Christians celebrate Christ-
mas and Muslims celebrate the Eid Al-Fitr.
The coinciding of these special days, sacred
to followers of the world’s three Abrahamic

faiths, serves as a powerful reminder of the
fundamental values we share: a reverence for
our Creator, a belief in human dignity, and
a conviction that we must love our neighbors
as ourselves. These ancient lessons still hold
great meaning for us today, as the global
community grows ever closer and American
society becomes increasingly diverse. By tak-
ing them to heart at this blessed season, we
can build a future where we respect one an-
other’s differences, embrace our shared val-
ues, and where all God’s children live to-
gether in peace.

Hillary joins me in extending best wishes
to all for a joyous Hanukkah celebration.

Bill Clinton

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on
Peacekeeping Operations in Kosovo

December 21, 2000

Dear lllll :
As required by section 1213 of Public Law

106-398, the Floyd D. Spence National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2001,
I transmit herewith a 6-month periodic re-
port on the contributions of European na-
tions and organizations to the peacekeeping
operations in Kosovo.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives;
Jesse Helms, chairman, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr.,
ranking member, Senate Committee on Foreign
Relations, John W. Warner, chairman, and Carl
Levin, ranking member, Senate Committee on
Armed Services; Ted Stevens, chairman, and Rob-
ert C. Byrd, ranking member, Senate Committee
on Appropriations; Benjamin A. Gilman, chair-
man, and Sam Gejdenson, ranking member,
House Committee on International Relations;
C.W. Bill Young, chairman, and David R. Obey,
ranking member, House Committee on Appro-
priations; and Floyd Spence, chairman, and Ike
Skelton, ranking member, House Committee on
Armed Services.
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