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islands’ future status and the process for real-
izing an option. Further, it is our policy to
consider and develop positions on proposals,
without preference among the options, for
the Commonwealth’s future status; to discuss
such proposals with representatives of the
people of Puerto Rico and the Congress; to
work with leaders of the Commonwealth and
the Congress to clarify the options to enable
Puerto Ricans to determine their preference
among options for the islands’ future status
that are not incompatible with the Constitu-
tion and basic laws and policies of the United
States; and to implement such an option if
chosen by a majority, including helping Puer-
to Ricans obtain a governing arrangement
under which they would vote for national
government officials, if they choose such a
status.

Sec. 2. The President’s Task Force on
Puerto Rico’s Status. There is established a
task force to be known as ‘‘The President’s
Task Force on Puerto Rico’s Status’’ (Task
Force). It shall be composed of designees of
each member of the President’s Cabinet and
the Co-Chairs of the President’s Interagency
Group on Puerto Rico (Interagency Group).
The Task Force shall be co-chaired by the
Attorney General’s designee and a Co-Chair
of the Interagency Group.

Sec. 3. Functions. The Task Force shall
seek to implement the policy set forth in sec-
tion 1 of this order. It shall ensure official
attention to and facilitate action on matters
related to proposals for Puerto Rico’s status
and the process by which an option can be
realized. It shall provide advice and rec-
ommendations on such matters to the Presi-
dent and the Congress. It shall also provide
advice and recommendations to assist the Ex-
ecutive Office of the President in fulfilling
its responsibilities under Public Law 106–346
to transfer funding to the Elections Commis-
sion of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico
for public education on and a public choice
among options for Puerto Rico’s future status
that are not incompatible with the Constitu-
tion and the basic laws and policies of the
United States.

Sec. 4. Report. The Task Force shall re-
port on its actions to the President not later
than May 1, 2001, and thereafter as needed
but not less than annually on progress made

in the determination of Puerto Rico’s ulti-
mate status.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
December 23, 2000.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., December 28, 2000]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on December 29.

Memorandum on Resolution
of Puerto Rico’s Status
December 23, 2000

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies
Subject: Resolution of Puerto Rico’s Status

Although Puerto Rico was acquired in con-
nection with the Spanish-American War and
United States citizenship is granted to per-
sons born on the islands, Puerto Rico’s ulti-
mate status has not been determined. Until
that issue is resolved, questions remain about
how United States economic and social poli-
cies should apply to the citizens of Puerto
Rico.

Further, although our citizens in Puerto
Rico have been granted the exercise of au-
thority on local matters similar to that of citi-
zens of a State, they do not have voting rep-
resentation in the Federal Government.

All three of Puerto Rico’s major political
parties are based on different visions of what
the options for a fully democratic status are,
and what the best status would be. And all
advocate a substantial change in the islands’
status. The Commonwealth held a ref-
erendum on options for its future status in
December 1998, including the current gov-
erning arrangement, and other recognized
options, but a majority of the vote was for
a ‘‘None of the Above’’ column.

Much of the debate on the issue concerns
what options are available to Puerto Rico, in
light of the Constitution and the basic laws
and policies of the United States. The elected
representatives of the people of Puerto Rico
have, therefore, repeatedly petitioned the
Federal Government to clarify the islands’
status options as well as the process by which
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Puerto Ricans can determine the islands’ fu-
ture status.

The United States has a responsibility to
answer such questions. Successive Presi-
dents, and the Congress in 1998, have sup-
ported the people of Puerto Rico in deter-
mining their status preference from among
options that are not incompatible with the
Constitution and basic laws and policies of
the United States. I have made it the policy
of the executive branch to work with the
leaders of the Commonwealth and the Con-
gress to enable Puerto Ricans to choose their
future status. We also have the responsibility
to help Puerto Ricans obtain the necessary
transitional legislation toward a new status,
if chosen.

To ensure that the Federal Government
continues to address the fundamental ques-
tion concerning the islands until it is re-
solved, by the authority vested in me as Presi-
dent by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including Public
Law 106–346, I have today issued an Execu-
tive Order establishing the President’s Task
Force on Puerto Rico’s Status (President’s
Task Force) and further direct as follows:

1. The Co-Chairs of the President’s Task
Force shall conduct an ongoing dia-
logue with the Governor and Resi-
dent Commissioner of Puerto Rico,
Puerto Rico’s major political parties
and other groups that advocate a
change in the islands’ status, and the
Chairs and Ranking Minority Mem-
bers of the House of Representatives
Committee on Resources and the
Senate Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources. This dialogue
shall focus on the options for Puerto
Rico’s future status and the process
by which Puerto Ricans can realize
such an option. It shall seek to facili-
tate communications among the of-
fices that the aforementioned officials
represent on matters relating to the
status of the Commonwealth, and en-
sure official attention to, and facilitate
action on, such matters. In particular,
the dialogue shall seek to clarify the
options for Puerto Rico’s future status
and enable Puerto Ricans to choose
among those options.

2. The Co-Chairs of the President’s Task
Force shall monitor the expenditure
of funds for public education on and
a public choice among Puerto Rico’s
status options pursuant to Public Law
106–346. This monitoring shall in-
clude ensuring that educational mate-
rials are accurate, objective, and non-
partisan and that they are consistent
with the standards set forth in the Ex-
ecutive Order entitled ‘‘Establish-
ment of the President’s Task Force
on Puerto Rico’s Status.’’

3. The heads of executive departments
and agencies shall cooperate with the
Co-Chairs in fulfilling the assign-
ments provided for herein and in the
accompanying Executive Order.

William J. Clinton

Christmas Greeting to the Nation
December 24, 2000

The President. On this holiest of holidays,
Hillary and I would like to wish all of you
a very Merry Christmas. Tonight we gather
with family and friends to reflect on our good
fortune, rejoice in the memories of the year
past, and look forward with hope to the days
ahead.

And we give thanks to America’s men and
women in uniform, who are spending this
holiday protecting freedom around the
world.

The First Lady. And we also remember
those who are too often left behind, because
Christmas isn’t just about getting gifts; it’s
about the miracle of giving them. As we enjoy
our last Christmas in the White House, the
President, Chelsea, and I are profoundly
grateful for the gift you’ve given our family,
the privilege of serving your family these last
8 years.

The President. So from our family to
yours, Merry Christmas, Happy New Year,
and God bless you all.

NOTE: The greeting was videotaped at approxi-
mately 4 p.m. in the Map Room on December
19 for later broadcast, and the transcript was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary on
December 22 but was embargoed for release until
12:01 a.m., December 24. These remarks were
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