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The FTA joins free trade and open mar-
kets with civic responsibilities. In this Agree-
ment, the United States and Jordan affirm
the importance of not relaxing labor or envi-
ronmental laws in order to increase trade.
It is important to note that the FTA does
not require either country to adopt any new
laws in these areas, but rather includes com-
mitments that each country enforce its own
labor and environmental laws.

The U.S.-Jordan Free Trade Agreement
will help advance the long-term U.S. objec-
tive of fostering greater Middle East regional
economic integration in support of the estab-
lishment of a just, comprehensive, and lasting
peace, while providing greater market access
for U.S. goods, services, and investment. I
urge the prompt and favorable consideration
of this legislation.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
January 6, 2001.

Remarks at the Foundry United
Methodist Church
January 7, 2001

Reverend Wogaman, staff, choir, con-
gregation of this wonderful church. I would
like to thank many people in this audience,
but if I might, a few by name.

My good friend Bishop May, and Mrs.
May, thank you for being here. My council-
man, Mr. Evans, and Mrs. Evans, thank you
so much for your friendship and for being
here. [Laughter] Senator Max Cleland, my
friend of many years, before either one of
us were in our present positions—surprising
all but our mothers by our success. [Laugh-
ter] I am so proud of you, sir, and I thank
you for all you have done.

I think of this church when reading the
words of Paul that Hillary cited earlier,
speaking of his gratitude to the Thessa-
lonians, or constantly remembering their
work of faith, their labor of love, their stead-
fastness of hope. I thank Foundry for all that
and for being a church home to my family
these last 8 years.

I thank especially those of you who were
so kind to Chelsea over the years, who pro-
vided her opportunities to participate in the

life of the church, especially in the Appa-
lachia service project, from which she
learned so much. I thank those of you who
have taken special care to befriend Hillary
and to support her. And I thank you espe-
cially for the wonderful welcome you gave
her last week, when she came back here for
the first time as a Senator-to-be.

I thank you all for your prayers and your
welcome to all of us in the storm and sun-
shine of these last 8 years. I will always have
wonderful memories of every occasion where
we passed the peace, for all the people,
young and old, who came up to me and said
a kind word of welcome, to remind me that
no matter what was going on in Washington,
DC, at the moment, there was a real world
out there with real people and real hearts
and minds reaffirming the timeless wisdom
of de Tocqueville’s observation so long ago,
that America is great because America is
good. You cannot imagine the peace, the
comfort, the strength I have drawn from my
Sundays here. I want to thank you for a few
other things.

For the social mission of this church, espe-
cially for your outreach to the homeless,
which I have been honored to support. And
for your constant support of my efforts to
bring peace in the Middle East and Kosovo
and Northern Ireland and the other trouble
spots of the world, where there are people
suffering who have no money or power, too
often overlooked by great nations with great
interests.

I want to thank you for making Foundry
a true community church, welcoming Chris-
tians from all races and all nations with all
kinds of abilities and disabilities, some seen
and some not. I thank you especially for the
kindness and courage of Foundry’s welcome
to gay and lesbian Christians, people who
should not feel outside the family of God.

I thank you for your support for the city
of Washington, for its economic and social
revitalization, which I have done my best to
speed, and for giving its citizens the political
equality and statehood I have always believed
that it deserved, as my license plate shows—
[laughter]—and will for at least a couple
more weeks. [Laughter]

Especially, I would like to thank Reverend
Wogaman for being my pastor and friend,
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my counselor and teacher. Most of you know
that for more than 2 years now, he and two
other minister friends of mine have shared
the burden of meeting with me on a weekly
basis. It has been an immense blessing to
me and to my service as President.

Two weeks from yesterday, at high noon,
I will relinquish my office, doing so with a
heart filled with gratitude, gratitude to the
American people for the chance to serve and
to leave our country with more opportunity,
stronger bonds of community, and a more
positive impact in the larger world, at the
dawn of a new century and a whole new as-
pect of human affairs.

Our Nation has come a long way together
these last 8 years, and I am profoundly grate-
ful to have had the opportunity to play a part
in it. In the years ahead, America may have
Presidents who do this job better than I have.
But I really doubt we’ll ever have another
one who enjoyed it more than I have.
[Laughter]

Well, those are my reflections. I didn’t
know what the title of my sermon was until
I picked up the program, as I walked into
church. [Laughter]

What do I anticipate? I anticipate that my
Christian bearing will be tested by a return
to commercial air travel—[laughter]—where
I will reap the rewards of not having suc-
ceeded in one of the things I tried very hard
to do, which was to end all those backlogs.

I anticipate that for some several months
I will be disoriented when I walk into large
rooms, because no one will be playing a song
anymore. [Laughter] I look forward to find-
ing out whether John Quincy Adams was
right when he said, ‘‘There is nothing so pa-
thetic in life as an ex-President’’—[laugh-
ter]—or whether, instead of his words, the
life of John Quincy Adams and the life of
Jimmy Carter prove exactly the reverse.

In the next chapter of my life I will do
my best to use the incredible opportunities
my country has given me to be a good citizen
here at home and around the world, to ad-
vance the causes I believe in, and to lift the
fortunes and hopes of those who deserve a
better hand than they have been dealt,
whether in Africa, Asia, Latin America, or
Appalachia, the Mississippi Delta, the inner
cities, or the Native American reservations.

I will try every day to remember—as appar-
ently for the first time in my life I will be
able to earn a sizable income—[laughter]—
that Christ admonished us that our lives will
be judged by how we do unto the least of
our neighbors.

I will also do my best to keep working for
peace and reconciliation among people
across their differences, to find ways to get
people to move beyond tolerance to celebra-
tion of those differences. I know it’s sort of
out of fashion, but I’ve kind of grown impa-
tient with the word ‘‘tolerance,’’ because tol-
erance implies that someone who’s better
than someone else is decent enough to put
up with them. And I think we need to move
beyond that.

We are moving into the most incredible
era of human affairs the world has ever
known, in terms of our interdependence, our
capacity to relate to people across national
and cultural and religious lines, and our abil-
ity to use these breathtaking advances in
technology with advances in biomedical
sciences to lengthen and improve lives in
ways that previously are literally unimagi-
nable.

And yet, the biggest threat we face is the
oldest problem of humankind, the fear of the
other, which can so easily lead to hatred and
dehumanization and violence but, even if it
doesn’t go that far, limits the lives all of us
might otherwise live.

And I have spent a lot of time, as you
might have noticed, in a reasonably com-
bative arena. I am not without my competi-
tive instincts. A lot of days I thought just
showing up was an act of competition.
[Laughter] But I do believe in the end, when
all is said and done, what matters most is
what we did that was common to our human-
ity. And somehow, I will do everything I can
to advance that simple but powerful idea at
home and around the world.

I will also do my best to support my Sen-
ator and our daughter. And I will try to keep
learning and growing, working to follow the
example of the mythic Parsifal, a good man
slowly wise.

Thanks to the good people of New York,
as Phil said, this is not really a goodbye but
the beginning of a new chapter in our lives
with Foundry. But it is a new chapter. So
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let me thank you again for letting all of us,
Hillary, Chelsea, and me, make this part of
our life’s journey with you, for your constant
reminder in ways large and small that though
we have all fallen short of the glory, we are
all redeemed by faith in a loving God.

God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:40 a.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Rev. J. Philip Wogaman,
senior minister, Foundry United Methodist
Church; Bishop Felton Edwin May, Washington
Episcopal Area of the Methodist Church; and
Washington, DC, City Councilmember Jack
Evans, Ward 2, and his wife, Noel Soderberg
Evans. Rev. Wogaman also serves as a spiritual
counselor to the President, along with Rev. Gor-
don MacDonald and Rev. Tony Campolo.

Remarks at a Tribute to Senator
Hillary Clinton in New York City
January 7, 2001

The President. Thank you very much, la-
dies and gentlemen. First, let me say what
a wonderful thing it is for Hillary and Chelsea
and me to be here with Al and Tipper and
with all of you.

I want to be brief today because this is
Hillary’s day, and it’s also a day when she
very much wanted the Vice President and
Mrs. Gore to come here and receive from
you the kind of welcome that I knew you’d
give them and that they deserved. I’m so
proud of them.

You know, I’m kind of tickled about living
in New York. I feel the way Garrison Keillor
does about Lake Wobegon. [Laughter] I was
up here listening to that great church choir,
and then our friends Jessye Norman and
Toni Morrison and Billy Joel, and how mag-
nificent they were. Then we got the score
in the ball game, and I thought, here I am
in New York, where all the artists, writers,
and athletic teams are above average—
[laughter]—and all the voters get their votes
counted. [Laughter]

So I thank you. I thank Judith Hope for
her strong leadership. I thank Charlie Rangel
for 8 years of wonderful partnership. I thank
Chuck Schumer for taking me into his home
in 1992, when I was running the first time,
with his wonderful wife; and then for taking

me through Queens, letting me see people
and places I might never have otherwise
seen, and for running in 1998, which every-
body thought would be a bad year. It turned
out to be a pretty good one, thanks to Chuck
Schumer’s guts and drive, and he is great.

I’m looking forward—I hate it that I’ve got
to wait 2 more years, but I’m looking forward
to Charlie Rangel being the chairman of the
Ways and Means Committee. When that
happens, you mark my words, it’ll be the best
show in America off Broadway. [Laughter]

I do want to say just very briefly a serious
word of appreciation to the Vice President
and to Mrs. Gore. I thank her for, from the
time of the first bus ride that, as Al said,
we took here, keeping the rest of us in a
good humor, always seeing the glass as half
full, always caring about our families as well
as our politics, and always sticking up for peo-
ple who others had forgotten, whether they
were people with mental illnesses or home-
less people or others, reminding me always
that I had to be their President, too. I am
grateful to her.

And as I’ve said many times, and as has
already been said here today, there’s no ques-
tion that in the history of the Republic, no
person has had such a positive impact on the
American people from the Office of Vice
President that Al Gore has had. It’s not even
close—not even close.

I told somebody, he had more influence
and did more things—whether it was manage
our technology policy, our environmental
policy, giving all the poor schools the oppor-
tunity to hook up to the Internet, helping
to supervise our reorganization of the space
program, trying to do something about all the
terrible congestion at the airports, dealing
with big chunks of our foreign policy—no-
body ever had so much responsibility before.
And I was showing up for work every day,
too. [Laughter] I’m really proud of him in
ways that you will never know.

He has shown us all, in the last 2 months,
under circumstances which have never be-
fore existed in our country—and I pray to
God never will again—how we should all be-
have as Americans and patriots. I honor him
for my friendship, for his advice, for his lead-
ership, for what he’s done for America for
8 years, but in the last 8 weeks, he’s shown
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