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but values honored by all. ‘‘Our freedom was
not won a century ago,’’ he said in 1968, ‘‘it
is not won today; but some small part of it
is in our hands, and we are marching no
longer by ones and twos but in legions of
thousands, convinced now it cannot be de-
nied by any human force.’’

It is up to each of us to continue that
march. The gallant freedom riders and free-
dom fighters of the civil rights era are grow-
ing older, and many, like Martin Luther
King, Jr., are no longer among us. But their
work must go on. There are still too many
in our Nation who do not share equally in
America’s prosperity; minority unemploy-
ment and poverty rates, while decreasing, are
still far above the national average; and the
technical skills and resources needed for suc-
cess in the global economy are still out of
reach for hundreds of thousands of young
Americans growing up in disadvantaged com-
munities.

I encourage my fellow Americans to use
this holiday, dedicated to the memory of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., and to his spirit of
service, not as a day off, but rather as a day
to make a difference in the lives of others—
an opportunity to recognize where we have
fallen short, to reach out to those who have
been left behind, and to remove the barriers
that keep us from becoming the promised
land that Dr. King envisioned.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim Monday, January
15, 2001, as the Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Federal Holiday. I call upon all Americans
to observe this occasion with appropriate
programs, ceremonies, and activities in honor
of Dr. King’s life and achievements and in
response to his call to service.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twelfth day of January, in the
year of our Lord two thousand one, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., January 17, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on January 18. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Executive Order 13188—
Amendment to Executive Order
13111, Extension of the Advisory
Committee on Expanding Training
Opportunities
January 12, 2001

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States, including the Federal Advi-
sory Committee Act, as amended (5 U.S.C.
App.), and in order to extend the Advisory
Committee on Expanding Training Opportu-
nities for 2 years, it is hereby ordered that
section 7(f) of Executive Order 13111 of Jan-
uary 12, 1999, is amended by deleting ‘‘2
years from the date of this order’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘on January 11, 2003’’ in lieu thereof.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
January 12, 2001.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., January 17, 2001]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on January 18. This item was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

The President’s Radio Address
January 13, 2001

Good morning. As I enter the final week
of my Presidency, I’m extraordinarily grateful
for all the progress we’ve made together
these last 8 years: building the strongest
economy in a generation, renewing our ethic
of responsibility, and strengthening the
bonds of community and family all across
America. Today I want to talk about our
progress in reducing youth violence and new
steps we’re taking to make our communities
even safer.

Over the past few years, terrible tragedies
at Columbine and other schools have forced
us to take a hard look at youth violence and
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an even harder look at what each of us can
do and must do to ensure that such tragedies
do not happen again.

Although there are no simple solutions, re-
cent evidence suggests we are moving in the
right direction. According to the latest data,
violent crime by young people has been cut
nearly in half since 1993; schoolyard deaths
have dropped dramatically. These are both
important declines that reflect the lowest na-
tional crime rate in 25 years. But still, we
have more to do.

At my direction, the White House Council
on Youth Violence has developed a new
website and toll-free information line to help
parents and educators get the facts they need
to reduce youth violence. The website ad-
dress is www.safeyouth.org. And the toll-free
number is 1–866–SAFE–YOUTH. That’s
www.safeyouth.org and 1–866–SAFE–
YOUTH.

I’m also pleased to release another impor-
tant resource, a guide for parents on commu-
nicating better with teenagers. It incor-
porates the latest research as well as the best
ideas from the White House Conference on
Teenagers, which Hillary and I sponsored
last year. We’ll distribute this publication na-
tionwide through the website, the toll-free
line, and with the assistance of school prin-
cipals, school nurses, and pediatricians.

Like all parents, Hillary and I know it’s
not always easy to talk with your children
about sensitive subjects. That’s why this new
guide is so very valuable, because it teaches
parents how to listen more carefully to their
children and nurture relationships built on
trust, love, discipline, and respect.

America has made a lot of progress in re-
newing these enduring values and strength-
ening our sense of national community. A
record number of young people now volun-
teer for community service. So together,
we’ve built a country that’s not only better
off but a better, safer place for all of us.

We passed the Brady law, which has kept
guns out of the hands of over 600,000 felons,
fugitives, and stalkers. We’ve secured fund-
ing for more than 100,000 new police officers
on the beat. We created the COPS in schools
program to help local law enforcement hire
police officers to work in our schools.

We established after-school and summer
school programs that are helping now 1.3
million children a year stay out of trouble
and succeed in the classroom, and we’ve
launched a national program to foster local
partnerships that make our schools safer,
identify children at risk, and get them the
help they need.

Working closely with the private sector
and community groups, we also expanded the
GEAR UP initiative to give young people
mentors and encouragement to seek a col-
lege education. And now a record number
of young people are going on to college.

We need to build on this remarkable suc-
cess. Here in Washington, Congress should
now move swiftly to close the gun show loop-
hole and require background checks for all
gun buyers. In the private sector, Hollywood
should own up to its responsibilities and stop
marketing violence to America’s young
people.

There is nothing more precious to a parent
than a child and nothing more important to
our future than the safety of all our children.
So let’s do all we can to protect them from
harm and teach them to walk away from vio-
lence. In the end, all of us have a responsi-
bility to help our youth succeed and to help
end youth violence. If we do this mission suc-
cessfully, America will always be a great and
peaceful Nation for generations to come.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 4:20 p.m. on
January 12 in the Oval Office at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on January 13. The
transcript was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on January 12 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast.

Statement on Former President
Ronald Reagan’s Hip Surgery
January 14, 2001

Hillary and I are relieved that President
Reagan’s treatment for his injury appears to
have been successful. Our thoughts and pray-
ers are with the President, his wife, Nancy,
and the entire Reagan family during this dif-
ficult period. We join all Americans in wish-
ing him a speedy recovery.
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