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State craft, wherever located, is not extin-
guished by passage of time, regardless of
when such sunken State craft was lost at sea.

International law encourages nations to
preserve objects of maritime heritage wher-
ever located for the benefit of the public.

Those who would engage in unauthorized
activities directed at sunken State craft are
advised that disturbance or recovery of such
craft should not occur without the express
permission of the sovereign and should only
be conducted in accordance with profes-
sional scientific standards and with the ut-
most respect for any human remains.

The United States will use its authority to
protect and preserve sunken State craft of
the United States and other nations, whether
located in the waters of the United States,
a foreign nation, or in international waters.

Statement on Efforts To Promote
Responsible Fatherhood

January 19, 2001

Over the past 8 years, Vice President Al
Gore and I have worked hard to promote
responsible and engaged fatherhood. On Fa-
ther’s Day 2000, I asked six agencies to joint-
ly produce Federal guidance that would help
States and communities strengthen the role
of fathers in families. Today, I am pleased
to announce the release of this guidance, en-
titled ‘‘Meeting the Challenge: What the
Federal Government Can Do To Support
Responsible Fatherhood Efforts,’’ which pro-
vides valuable information about Federal re-
sources and policies.

This guidance represents a critical step in
the ongoing Federal efforts to promote re-
sponsible fatherhood. Vice President Gore’s
1994 Family Reunion conference on the role
of men in families significantly raised the visi-
bility of fathers, and in 1995 I issued an Exec-
utive memorandum calling on Federal agen-
cies to review every program, policy, and ini-
tiative to ensure that meaningful efforts were
being made to strengthen fathers’ involve-
ment with their children. Since then, many
agencies throughout the Federal Govern-
ment have developed fatherhood initiatives,
and collaboration—among agencies and with

private partners—has been the cornerstone
of these efforts.

Today, this interagency work is bearing
fruit, not only in the form of the guidance
being released today but also through the
many innovative projects that are highlighted
within the report. For example, the Depart-
ments of Education and Health and Human
Services (HHS) worked together on the Fa-
thers Matter initiative, producing a CD-
ROM to help teachers, early childhood edu-
cators, and social service and health pro-
viders engage fathers in their children’s
learning. The Departments of Labor (DOL)
and HHS, with the Departments of Justice
(DOJ), Education, and Housing and Urban
Development, have worked together to im-
prove employment and training opportuni-
ties for fathers through the implementation
of the welfare-to-work program, which I
fought to fund in 1997 and extended this
year. And through the reentry initiative that
I proposed and Congress funded in the fiscal
year 2001 budget, DOJ, DOL, and HHS are
working together to address the needs of ex-
offenders, many of whom are fathers, as they
rejoin their families and communities.

I want to applaud the leadership of HHS
on this project and commend the Depart-
ments of Agriculture, Education, Housing
and Urban Development, Justice, and Labor
for their valuable contributions. I encourage
States, tribes, communities, and nonprofit or-
ganizations to use this new resource to ex-
plore the exciting possibilities for strength-
ening the role of fathers in the lives of their
children.

Statement on the ‘‘Progress Report
of the American Heritage Rivers
Interagency Committee and Task
Force’’
January 19, 2001

Today my administration transmitted to
the Congress the ‘‘Progress Report of the
American Heritage Rivers Interagency Com-
mittee and Task Force.’’ The successes of the
American Heritage Rivers initiative, detailed
in this report, are a tribute to the efforts of
thousands of citizens all across America who
committed themselves to proving that what
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