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that every person, at every stage and season
of life, is created equal in God’s image.

The promises of our Declaration of Inde-
pendence are not just for the strong, the
independent, or the healthy. They are for ev-
eryone—including unborn children. We are
a society with enough compassion and wealth
and love to care for both mothers and their
children, to seek the promise and potential
in every human life.

I believe that we are making progress to-
ward that goal. T trust in the good hearts of
Americans. I trust in the unfolding promise
of our country—an expanding circle of inclu-
sion and protection. And I trust in the civility
and good sense of our citizens—a willingness
to engage our differences in a spirit of toler-
ance and good will.

All of you marching today have never tired
in a good cause. Thank you for your convic-
tion, your idealism, and your courage. May
God bless you all.

George W. Bush
NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this statement.

Memorandum on Restoration
of the Mexico City Policy
January 22, 2001

Memorandum for the Administrator of the
United States Agency for International
Development

Subject: Restoration of the Mexico City
Policy

The Mexico City Policy announced by
President Reagan in 1984 required non-
governmental organizations to agree as a con-
dition of their receipt of Federal funds that
such organizations would neither perform
nor actively promote abortion as a method
of family planning in other nations. This pol-
icy was in effect until it was rescinded on
January 22, 1993.

It is my conviction that taxpayer funds
should not be used to pay for abortions or
advocate or actively promote abortion, either
here or abroad. It is therefore my belief that
the Mexico City Policy should be restored.
Accordingly, T hereby rescind the “Memo-
randum for the Acting Administrator of the
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Agency for International Development, Sub-
ject: AID Family Planning Grants/Mexico
City Policy,” dated January 22, 1993, and I
direct the Administrator of the United States
Agency for International Development to re-
instate in full all of the requirements of the
Mexico City Policy in effect on January 19,
1993.

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this memorandum.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With
Congressional Education Leaders
and an Exchange With Reporters

January 23, 2001

Legislative Agenda on Education

The President. Good morning. I want to
welcome you all. T particularly want to wel-
come senior Members of the Senate and the
House. We're here today to discuss a domes-
tic policy issue of high importance, and that’s
public education, how to make sure every
child in America gets educated.

I've always said that public schools, the
common schools, issues related to public
schools are not a Republican issue or Demo-
crat issue; it’s an American issue. And we’ll
agree on things. We won’t agree on things.
But we’ll always agree that making sure every
child is educated is of national importance.
It is a major priority.

There’s a role for the Federal Govern-
ment. There’s a role for the State govern-
ment. There’s a role for local governments.
And part of our discussions and eventual leg-
islation will recognize those roles. And I'm
so honored that the Senators came over and
Members of the House, the leadership, that’s
going to help carry legislation.

I believe the best way for the Vice Presi-
dent and I to help the legislative process is
to discuss issues in a frank and open way,
and that’s the beginning of a process here.

So thank you all for coming. I'm honored
you're here.

Campaign Finance Reform

Q. Mr. President, Senator McCain yester-
day said that he has a mandate. Do you agree
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