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Under its charter, the American Red Cross
is entrusted to deliver emergency messages
and provide vital services for military mem-
bers and their families. Staff members deploy
with our Armed Forces to provide emer-
gency communications and a caring presence
to service men and women separated from
their families. Almost 40,000 Red Cross vol-
unteers work at more than 100 military sites
here and around the world.

Through the years, the American Red
Cross has reached out to people worldwide,
preventing and relieving the most desperate
cases of human suffering caused by crises
abroad. For families in need right now—in
more than 50 developing nations—the Amer-
ican Red Cross is helping to establish sanitary
and healthy living conditions by creating reli-
able sources of food and water. The organiza-
tion’s international services save the lives of
people threatened by calamities such as
epidemics, natural disasters, armed conflict,
deadly weather, social strife, or economic
collapse.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America
and Honorary Chairman of the American
Red Cross, by virtue of the authority vested
in me by the Constitution and laws of the
United States, do hereby proclaim March
2001 as American Red Cross Month. I re-
quest, as my predecessor Franklin Roosevelt
did 58 years ago, that each American enlist
in the Red Cross ‘‘army of mercy’’—and give
part of themselves to advance this organiza-
tion’s noble humanitarian mission. We have
a long way yet to travel, but together, we
can save lives. On behalf of a grateful Nation,
we applaud and salute the selfless dedication
of generations of Red Crossers.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-sixth day of February,
in the year of our Lord two thousand one,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., February 28, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 1.

Proclamation 7409—Irish-American
Heritage Month, 2001
February 26, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Beginning from the earliest years of settle-

ment, millions of Ireland’s people have emi-
grated to America’s shores. This immigration
reached a particular peak during the terrible
years of the Great Famine more than 150
years ago. Irish immigrants, from profes-
sionals to laborers, made an enormous con-
tribution to the building of our Nation.

The Irish who came to America endured
many hardships but have prevailed to play
vital roles in every chapter of our country’s
history. Nine of the signers of the Declara-
tion of Independence were of Irish origin,
and 19 Presidents of the United States have
proudly claimed Irish heritage—including
George Washington, Andrew Jackson, John
F. Kennedy, and Ronald Reagan. Irish Amer-
icans have served with distinction in every
war this Nation has fought, from Revolution-
aries John Barry and Stephen Moylan to
General Douglas MacArthur. Other influen-
tial and renowned figures of Irish descent
include pioneers Buffalo Bill Cody, Daniel
Boone, and Davy Crockett; authors Flannery
O’Connor, Eugene O’Neill, and John
O’Hara; Civil War photographer Matthew
Brady; and entertainers Jackie Gleason,
Gene Kelly, and John Wayne. These distin-
guished Americans represent only a small
sampling of the men and women whose leg-
acy has forever changed our national identity
and who trace their ancestry to Ireland’s
green shores.

Today, the more than 44 million Ameri-
cans who claim Irish heritage look back with
pride on the achievements and contributions
of their forebears. Irish Americans have dis-
tinguished themselves in every sector of
American life. We are all enriched, strength-
ened, and blessed by their service to our
country.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
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States, do hereby proclaim March 2001 as
Irish-American Heritage Month. I call upon
all the people of the United States to observe
this month with appropriate ceremonies and
activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-sixth day of February,
in the year of our Lord two thousand one,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., February 28, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 1.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on the Korean
Peninsula Energy Development
Organization
February 26, 2001

Dear Mr. Chairman:
I transmit herewith the 6-month report re-

quired under the heading ‘‘International Or-
ganizations and Programs’’ in title IV of the
Foreign Operations Appropriations Act, 1996
(Public Law 104–107), relating to the Korean
Peninsula Energy Development Organiza-
tion. The report, which was prepared by the
previous Administration, covers the period
from August 13, 2000, through January 27,
2001.

Sincerely,
George W. Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Ted Stevens,
chairman, Senate Committee on Appropriations,
and C.W. Bill Young, chairman, House Com-
mittee on Appropriations.

Remarks Following Discussions With
President Andres Pastrana of
Colombia and an Exchange With
Reporters
February 27, 2001

President Bush. It’s my honor to welcome
a friend of our country to the Oval Office,

President Pastrana. We’ve had a very good
discussion about Colombia—Plan Colom-
bia—the renewal of a Trade Preference Act
for the Andean nations to help their econo-
mies grow. President Pastrana is a coura-
geous leader who is dealing with very dif-
ficult problems. I’m confident that with his
leadership, his nation will be better off.

And Mr. President, I can’t thank you
enough for taking a lead in your country, for
having the heart that you have and the com-
passion for the Colombian people, and the
ability to make tough decisions.

I explained to the President that we’re
fully aware of the narcotics that are manufac-
tured in his country but also told him that
many of them wouldn’t be manufactured if
our Nation didn’t use them, and we’ve got
to work together to not only help Colombia
but help our own country.

So, Mr. President, you’re welcome to
come—if you’d like to make a few comments,
you’re welcome to.

President Pastrana. Thank you, Mr.
President. Once again, it is a great pleasure
to be back with now-President Bush. We had
the opportunity to meet in 1999 when Presi-
dent Bush was Governor. So once again, Mr.
President, thank you for this opportunity in
which we could exchange a lot of ideas of
what’s happening in our country, and how
can we deal with a common enemy that is
narcotrafficking; that in the end, that is the
one that is financing the violence in my coun-
try and maybe also in part of your country;
and that we are going to put all the efforts
to continue our fight, as we have done in
our commitment against narcotrafficking,
trying to reach a peace agreement in our
country and strengthening our economy, cre-
ating new jobs and better jobs for our people.

So I want to thank you publicly, also, Mr.
President, for all the help that you are giving
us and the U.S. to get forward in this process.

Thank you very much.
President Bush. A couple questions.

Colombia
Q. Mr. President, would you be part of

the negotiation table—will the U.S. be part
of the negotiation table as President
Pastrana——

President Bush. No, we will not be.
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