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Afghanistan and Burma

In making these determinations, I have
considered the factors set forth in section 490
of the Act, based on the information con-
tained in the International Narcotics Control
Strategy Report of 2001. Given that the per-
formance of each of these countries has dif-
fered, I have attached an explanatory state-
ment for each of the countries subject to this
determination.

You are hereby authorized and directed to
report this determination to the Congress im-
mediately and to publish it in the Federal
Register.

George W. Bush

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on Critical
Infrastructure Protection

March 1, 2001

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to section 1053 of the Defense
Authorization Act of 2001 (Public Law 106—
398), enclosed is a comprehensive report de-
tailing the specific steps taken by the Federal
Government to develop critical infrastruc-
ture assurance strategies as outlined by Presi-
dential Decision Directive No. 63 (PDD-
63).

This report was drafted by the previous
Administration and is a summary of their ef-
forts as of January 15. However, since this
requirement conveys to my Administration,
I am forwarding the report.

Critical infrastructure protection is an
issue of importance to U.S. economic and
national security, and it will be a priority in
my Administration. We intend to examine
the attached report and other relevant mate-
rials in our review of the Federal Govern-
ment’s critical infrastructure protection ef-
forts.

George W. Bush

The White House,
March 1, 2001.

385

Proclamation 7411—Women’s
History Month, 2001

March 1, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

In 1845, journalist and author Margaret
Fuller laid out her hope for the future of
this Nation’s women: “We would have every
arbitrary barrier thrown down. We would
have every path laid open to women as freely
as to men. If you ask me what offices they
may fill, T reply—any, I do not care what
case you put; let them be sea captains, if you
will.”

More than 150 years later, we are closer
than ever to realizing Margaret Fuller’s
dream. Women account for nearly half of all
workers. Today, women are “captains” of
their own destinies, and they will continue
to help shape our Nation’s future. Women
hold 74 seats in the United States Congress,
more than at any time in our country’s his-
tory, and women own more than 9 million
businesses employing more than 27.5 million
workers. Through their tireless service on a
daily basis, the women of our Nation have
woven the fabric of families and commu-
nities. They contribute immeasurably
through faith-based and community organi-
zations.

Our Nation’s women could not be where
they are—nor could our country be where
it is—without the strength and courage, wis-
dom and persistence of those who preceded
them. America has been blessed with women
like Harriet Beecher Stowe, Susan B. An-
thony, and Jane Addams, all of whom refused
to accept oppression as inevitable. Female
political leaders including Margaret Chase
Smith and Eleanor Roosevelt forever
changed the face of American government.
Women have played a vital role in educating
our Nation: Mary Lyon, Dorothea Dix, Eliza-
beth Blackwell, and Mary McLeod Bethune
all fought history and stereotypes to become
scholars in their own right and pass their
knowledge to subsequent generations. Simi-
larly, female authors such as Anne Brad-
street, Emily Dickinson, Pearl Buck, and
Zora Neale Hurston represent only a small
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sample of the many women who have con-
tributed to the American literary canon.

Our Nation boasts a rich history of women
whose heroic achievements speak to the
sense of excellence, potential, and patriotism
shared by all Americans. Anna Warner Bai-
ley’s and Clara Barton’s courage in war has
inspired generations of men and women
called upon to fight for America. The for-
titude of spirit displayed by Helen Keller,
Amelia Earhart, and Wilma Rudolph has
made them role models both here and
abroad. Finally, from the sacrifice of mothers
and grandmothers to the dedication of suc-
cessful women in business, government, and
charitable work, the legacy of women in
America gives all young people in this coun-
try the impetus to dream without limits.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim March 2001 as
“Women’s History Month.” T call upon all
the people of the United States to observe
this month with appropriate ceremonies and
activities and to remember their contribu-
tions throughout the year.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of March, in the year
of our Lord two thousand one, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:47 a.m., March 5, 2001]

NoTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on March 2, and it
will be published in the Federal Register on March
6.

Remarks to the National Conference
of State Legislatures

March 2, 2001

Mr. Secretary, thank you for the three in-
troductions. [Laughter] When I was looking
for people to serve in the Cabinet, one of
the places I looked was for fellow Governors,
because I strongly believe that there needs
to be appropriate balance between the Fed-
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eral Government and the State governments.
And I found a good one in Tommy Thomp-
son. He’s going to do a great job, and I'm
so honored that you're here. I appreciate you
all having me. I see some familiar faces—
Mr. Speaker. I'm glad you all are here. I want
to thank Senator Costa and Senator Saland
for inviting me. I've got something to say
about the budget, and this is a pretty darn
good forum to do so.

Before I begin, though, I want to thank
the folks from Quebec who are here. And
where are you? There you are, sir. Thank
you for being here. I'm looking forward to
coming to Quebec City in April. I had a good
visit with the Prime Minister of Canada the
other day, and I'm confident our nations will
continue our long friendship together and
work together for the good of our two coun-
tries and our hemisphere. I understand we've
got some folks from South Africa as well.

Well, thank you all for coming. Welcome.
I'm sure glad you're here. Any Texans here,
speaking about foreign countries? [Laughter]
Darn it. [Laughter] One of the things that
I talked about with the Governors, all of
whom were here the other day, was a new
federalism initiative. And my administration
is going to listen to people at the State and
local level to make sure we clearly define the
role of Federal Government and State Gov-
ernments and then have a—by Executive
order, put a group together to make sure it
actually happens.

A lot of times in Washington, as you know,
we tend to talk, and sometimes the talk isn’t
backed up by action. And so we're going to
work hard to make sure that the new fed-
eralism becomes reality.

And it’s important. Take a matter like edu-
cation. One of my priorities as the Governor
of Texas was education; one of my priorities
as the President is to make sure every child
gets educated. But I can assure you, this ad-
ministration understands the importance of
local control of schools. And we don’t believe
in the federalization of the public school sys-
tem, that one size does not fit all when it
comes to education.

And of course, ours is an administration
that doesn’t care whether your Governor or
your speaker or your leader of the senate is
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