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preventable cause of cancer continues to
damage public health. Tobacco use causes
nearly all cases of lung cancer and more than
one-third of all cancer deaths. Children can
become addicted to tobacco in a very short
time, placing a serious responsibility on
adults to help young people stop smoking,
or ideally, never start.

Other weapons remain formidable in the
fight against cancer. Since 1991, the 5 A Day
for Better Health program has spread the
message that eating five or more servings of
fruits and vegetables daily can improve
health and prevent disease. Over the past 15
years, increasing numbers of women have
been screened for breast cancer. Continued
emphasis on screening for cancer, including
colon cancer, can play a vital role in saving
countless lives. Clinical trials of new drugs
may reveal which ones are most effective in
treating cancer. The Cancer Information
Service, a free public service of the National
Cancer Institute (NCI) and the National In-
stitutes of Health, operates as a national re-
source for information about cancer. Ameri-
cans may contact the organization at 1–800–
4–CANCER or visit its Internet address at
http://www.cancer.gov.

Cancer takes a terrible toll on our country.
I encourage all Americans to make healthy
choices in their personal behaviors. To-
gether, we can help stop cancer and improve
the odds of survival for people of all ages.

In 1938, the Congress of the United States
passed a joint resolution (52 Stat. 148; 36
U.S.C. 103) requesting the President to issue
an annual proclamation declaring April as
‘‘Cancer Control Month.’’

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 2001 as
Cancer Control Month. By reaffirming the
importance of controlling cancer, concerned
citizens, government agencies, private indus-
try, nonprofit organizations, and other inter-
ested groups can work toward the day when
this devastating condition is finally eradi-
cated.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-eighth day of March,
in the year of our Lord two thousand one,

and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and
twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:40 a.m., March 28, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 29.

Proclamation 7419—National Child
Abuse Prevention Month, 2001
March 28, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Every child deserves to live in a safe, per-

manent, and caring family. Regrettably,
abuse and neglect continue to threaten the
well-being of many young Americans. Each
year, more than 800,000 confirmed incidents
of maltreatment of children and more than
1,000 abuse-related child fatalities plague our
country. We can, and must, do more to fight
these tragedies and to protect our children
from harm.

Prevention remains the best defense for
our children. State Community-Based Fam-
ily Resource and Support programs sponsor
activities promoting public awareness about
child abuse and information on how to stop
it. Additional initiatives offer education and
training to mothers, fathers, and other care-
takers. Collaboration among schools, govern-
ment agencies, faith-based organizations,
businesses, community groups, and law en-
forcement play an important role in helping
such efforts to succeed.

During the month of April, let our Nation
and her people reaffirm the commitment to
making a positive difference in ending child
abuse and neglect. Each individual needs to
help. Organize or join a community group
that offers information or assistance to par-
ents and families. Be vigilant for signs of
abuse exhibited by young people in your
community. Encourage trust in and support
for law enforcement agencies. By speaking
out against child abuse and neglect and culti-
vating an environment that nurtures and
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strengthens families, we can give boys and
girls the safe, stable, and loving homes they
need. They will be able to enter the class-
room each day ready to learn, with improved
self-esteem. They will be encouraged to
reach their full potential as individuals and
as members of our society.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 2001, as Na-
tional Child Abuse Prevention Month. I en-
courage all Americans to join in the vital task
of protecting young people from harm, and
I commend the many dedicated parents,
educators, social workers, and other con-
cerned citizens who lead by example in doing
right by our children.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-eighth day of March,
in the year of our Lord two thousand one,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:40 a.m., March 28, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 29.

The President’s News Conference
March 29, 2001

The President. Good morning. I first want
to say how pleased I am that the House yes-
terday passed on a realistic, commonsense
budget to the Senate. I appreciated the vote.
They did the right thing. It’s a budget that
meets our Nation’s priorities. It’s also a budg-
et that leaves ample room for meaningful,
real, long-lasting tax relief. I look forward to
working with the Senate to get a budget
passed.

I’m also deeply concerned about the esca-
lating violence in the Middle East. It is claim-
ing the lives of innocent civilians on both
sides. The tragic cycle of incitement, provo-
cation, and violence has gone on far too long.

Both sides must take important steps to
calm the situation now. The Palestinian

Authority should speak out publicly and forc-
ibly, in a language that the Palestinian peo-
ple—to condemn violence and terrorism. It
should arrest those who perpetrated the ter-
rorist acts. It should resume security co-
operation with Israel.

The Government of Israel, for its part,
should exercise restraint in its military re-
sponse. It should take steps to restore nor-
malcy to the lives of the Palestinian people
by easing closures and removing checkpoints.
Last week Prime Minister Sharon assured me
that his government wants to move in this
direction, and I urge Israel to do so.

I’ll be meeting with Egypt’s President
Mubarak next Monday, and Jordan’s King
Abdullah the week after, to seek their help
in defusing the tensions. Egypt and Jordan
are two of our most important partners in
the region, and their role is crucial.

I’ve asked Secretary Powell to call Chair-
man Arafat today and contact other leaders
to urge them to stand against violence. Our
diplomats in the region are fully engaged in
this effort.

Our goal is to encourage a series of recip-
rocal and parallel steps by both sides that
will halt the escalation of violence, provide
safety and security for civilians on both sides,
and restore normalcy to the lives of everyone
in the region. A lasting peace in the region
will come only when the parties agree di-
rectly on its terms.

This week I vetoed an unbalanced U.N.
resolution, because it tried to force the adop-
tion of a mechanism on which both parties
did not agree. My approach will be to facili-
tate the party’s work in finding their own so-
lution to peace. We seek to build a stable
foundation for restoring confidence, rebuild-
ing security cooperation, and resuming a po-
litical dialog between the parties.

I’ll be glad to answer some questions.
Ron [Ron Fournier, Associated Press].

Campaign Finance Reform Legislation
Q. Mr. President, the Senate, as you know,

is finishing up legislation to ban all soft
money. What do you think of the bill, par-
ticularly the ban on individual contributions
that you forcefully opposed in the campaign?
And specifically, sir, would you sign it?
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