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being here. We’ve got a lot of work to do
in order to get trade promotion authority, but
I’m confident that we can work together to
do so. It’s in our Nation’s best interest that
we trade. It’s in the interest of those who
provide jobs. It’s in the interest of our farm-
ers and ranchers. It’s in the interest of small-
business owners. And as I was reminded, it’s
in the interest of those of us who care about
our values as to how to spread our values
around the world.

This is an issue that is going to require
close cooperation between members of the
Republican Party and the Democrat Party.
But that’s achievable because trade is an
American issue, and it’s an important Amer-
ican issue.

So I look forward to working with the
Members. I’m honored you all are here.
Thank you for coming. And Ambassador
Zoellick, who is the Trade Representative, is
working hard on the Hill. And when you all
get back from recess, we’ll be working with
you to see if we can advance the cause.

Thanks for coming.

U.S. Navy Aircraft Incident
Q. Any progress on the Chinese, Mr.

President?
The President. Nothing more to report.
Q. Is it safe to assume they boarded the

plane?
The President. Nothing more to report.

Gregory [David Gregory, NBC News], give
it a rest, will you? [Laughter]

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:19 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With the
Congressional Hispanic Caucus
April 2, 2001

I thank you all for coming. It’s my honor
to welcome Chairman Reyes and members
of the Hispanic Caucus here. I thank them
for coming. It’s going to give us a very good
chance to get to know each other on a per-
sonal basis, as well as to talk about some
issues that are of deep concern to the Mem-

bers of the Congress. And Mr. Chairman, I’m
honored to have you here.

One of the things that I know the chairman
knows is that I respect the Hispanic culture
a lot. When I was a Governor for the State
of Texas, I used to remind my fellow Texans
that our State was richer as a result of the
Hispanic culture. And I look forward to
working with the members here on a variety
of issues, not the least of which is to make
sure the world is more peaceful, more edu-
cated, and more prosperous.

So, thank you all for coming. Thank you
for being here.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:24 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Silvestre Reyes, chairman,
Congressional Hispanic Caucus. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Message on the Observance
of National Library Week
April 2, 2001

I am pleased to join my fellow Americans
in observing National Library Week.

An educated citizenry provides the foun-
dation for a free and democratic society.
Libraries promote the sharing of knowledge,
connecting people of all ages with valuable
information resources. These dynamic and
modern institutions, and the librarians who
staff them, add immeasurably to our quality
of life.

Libraries serve as important centers for
collecting, storing, and organizing informa-
tion. Each year, more than 100,000 books are
published in the United States alone, and the
U.S. government publishes as many docu-
ments. Even beyond these numbers are in-
credible volumes of newspapers, magazines,
and other copyrighted material.

In public, government, professional, or
academic facilities, librarians help individuals
use numerous resources to complete the sim-
plest or most complex of research-related
tasks. This ability to search for information
from the oldest manuscripts to the latest ref-
erences available demonstrates the enduring
versatility of libraries.
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During this special observance, I com-
mend librarians for their contributions to
education and learning throughout our Na-
tion. I also encourage all Americans to visit
their neighborhood library. Laura and I send
our best wishes to the staff, volunteers, and
patrons of libraries across America.

George W. Bush

NOTE: April 1–7, 2001, was designated National
Library Week.

Proclamation 7420—Pan American
Day and Pan American Week, 2001
April 2, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
This year on Pan American Day and dur-

ing Pan American Week, the nations of the
Americas celebrate the progress we have
made toward our collective goal of a hemi-
sphere united in freedom and democracy.

The United States and our neighboring
countries in the Western Hemisphere have
a long history of cooperation. Simon Bolivar
first convened the Congress of Panama in
1826 with the intention of creating an asso-
ciation of states in the hemisphere. In 1890,
a Pan American conference established the
International Union of American Republics.
The Union eventually became the Organiza-
tion of American States (OAS), which con-
tinues to faithfully serve its member states.
The OAS charter, in affirming the shared
commitment, states that ‘‘the true signifi-
cance of American solidarity and good neigh-
borliness can only mean the consolidation
. . . of a system of individual liberty and so-
cial justice based on respect for the essential
rights of man.’’

Today, we remain united through mutual
interests and the hope for a better future for
our people. This month I will join the demo-
cratically elected leaders of the hemisphere
in Quebec City for the third Summit of the
Americas. At this conference, we will build

on efforts at previous Summits to promote
our shared objectives of representative de-
mocracy, free trade, and using the power of
free markets to better the lives of the poor.
We will also build on our mutual interest in
encouraging respect for human rights and
improving relations among all the countries
of the hemisphere.

Even with our significant progress, how-
ever, challenges remain. Cuba is the only
country in the hemisphere that will be miss-
ing from the Quebec Summit. It is my sin-
cere hope that our neighbor will soon rejoin
the fraternity of democracies and that the
Cuban people will again know freedom.

During Pan American Week and the Sum-
mit of the Americas, we reflect on and renew
our common dedication to ensuring that the
benefits of development are broadly shared.
We also look forward to building even closer
relationships among our countries for the
sake of future generations. We have a re-
sponsibility to leave our children a hemi-
sphere that honors the commitment of our
predecessors, strengthening bonds that con-
nect us as nations and as people. We want
to make this the Century of the Americas.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 14, 2001,
as Pan American Day and April 8 through
April 14, 2001, as Pan American Week. I call
upon all the people of the United States to
observe this day and week with appropriate
ceremonies and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this second day of April, in the year
of our Lord two thousand one, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 4, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 5.
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