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During this special observance, I com-
mend librarians for their contributions to
education and learning throughout our Na-
tion. I also encourage all Americans to visit
their neighborhood library. Laura and I send
our best wishes to the staff, volunteers, and
patrons of libraries across America.

George W. Bush

NOTE: April 1–7, 2001, was designated National
Library Week.

Proclamation 7420—Pan American
Day and Pan American Week, 2001
April 2, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
This year on Pan American Day and dur-

ing Pan American Week, the nations of the
Americas celebrate the progress we have
made toward our collective goal of a hemi-
sphere united in freedom and democracy.

The United States and our neighboring
countries in the Western Hemisphere have
a long history of cooperation. Simon Bolivar
first convened the Congress of Panama in
1826 with the intention of creating an asso-
ciation of states in the hemisphere. In 1890,
a Pan American conference established the
International Union of American Republics.
The Union eventually became the Organiza-
tion of American States (OAS), which con-
tinues to faithfully serve its member states.
The OAS charter, in affirming the shared
commitment, states that ‘‘the true signifi-
cance of American solidarity and good neigh-
borliness can only mean the consolidation
. . . of a system of individual liberty and so-
cial justice based on respect for the essential
rights of man.’’

Today, we remain united through mutual
interests and the hope for a better future for
our people. This month I will join the demo-
cratically elected leaders of the hemisphere
in Quebec City for the third Summit of the
Americas. At this conference, we will build

on efforts at previous Summits to promote
our shared objectives of representative de-
mocracy, free trade, and using the power of
free markets to better the lives of the poor.
We will also build on our mutual interest in
encouraging respect for human rights and
improving relations among all the countries
of the hemisphere.

Even with our significant progress, how-
ever, challenges remain. Cuba is the only
country in the hemisphere that will be miss-
ing from the Quebec Summit. It is my sin-
cere hope that our neighbor will soon rejoin
the fraternity of democracies and that the
Cuban people will again know freedom.

During Pan American Week and the Sum-
mit of the Americas, we reflect on and renew
our common dedication to ensuring that the
benefits of development are broadly shared.
We also look forward to building even closer
relationships among our countries for the
sake of future generations. We have a re-
sponsibility to leave our children a hemi-
sphere that honors the commitment of our
predecessors, strengthening bonds that con-
nect us as nations and as people. We want
to make this the Century of the Americas.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 14, 2001,
as Pan American Day and April 8 through
April 14, 2001, as Pan American Week. I call
upon all the people of the United States to
observe this day and week with appropriate
ceremonies and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this second day of April, in the year
of our Lord two thousand one, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 4, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 5.
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Proclamation 7421—National
Former Prisoner of War Recognition
Day, 2001
April 2, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
From our earliest beginnings as a Nation,

America has been blessed with citizens who
have been willing to fight and die to preserve
our shared ideals. We owe our freedom to
men and women who have responded hero-
ically to the call of patriotic duty. In times
of peace and war, in times of great conflict,
and even in peacetime, they stood tall. Fac-
ing the horrors of combat, young Americans
placed themselves squarely in harm’s way.

Among all these ranks of brave Americans,
our living former prisoners of war form a liv-
ing testament to the courage Americans have
shown in defending liberty. During World
War II and the conflicts in Korea and Viet-
nam, prisoners endured, in addition to sepa-
ration from their loved ones, isolation, dis-
ease, and torture. More recently, American
troops in the Persian Gulf stood bravely in
the face of enemy capture and returned
home with honor.

The men and women who suffered
through the atrocious conditions of intern-
ment deserve our utmost gratitude and re-
spect. Their fortitude serves as an example
of placing the ideals of freedom and self-gov-
ernment above one’s own interests. We also
owe a debt of gratitude to their families for
weathering agonizing uncertainty while dem-
onstrating support for their loved ones’ serv-
ice to country.

In World War II, patriotic Americans
stepped forward without hesitation to carry
America’s honor into unknown battlefields.
Many thousands gave their lives as the ulti-
mate sacrifice, both on the battlefield and
in the deadly prison camps of the Pacific and
Europe.

We are particularly mindful this month of
anniversaries reminding us of the contribu-
tions former prisoners of war have made to
our freedom. April marks the anniversary of
the first return of American POWs from
North Korea during Operation Little Switch.

These prisoners endured bitter cold and in-
adequate food, clothing, and medical care in
their brave effort to stop the spread of com-
munism.

This April is also the 28th anniversary of
the end of Operation Homecoming, in which
our Vietnam-era POWs returned to freedom.
Americans held prisoner during that war,
some for as long as 9 years, were subject to
torture and the horrors of isolation. They sur-
vived only through their faith, character, and
patriotism.

On this date, we remember the sacrifices
of those imprisoned while serving America.
We remain committed to ensuring that fu-
ture generations know of their heroism in
order to fully appreciate their courage and
resolve. Although they returned home safely,
their physical and emotional scars remain as
a reminder of the high price of liberty.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 9, 2001, as
National Former Prisoner of War Recogni-
tion Day. I call upon all the people of the
United States to join me in remembering
former American prisoners of war who suf-
fered the hardships of enemy captivity. I also
call upon Federal, State, and local govern-
ment officials and private organizations to
observe this day with appropriate ceremonies
and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this second day of April, in the year
of our Lord two thousand one, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 4, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 5.

Remarks at a Leadership Forum in
Wilmington, Delaware
April 3, 2001

The President. Thank you, Mr. Jones. I’m
honored to be here. Thank you all.
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