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Proclamation 7424—National Crime
Victims’ Rights Week, 2001
April 9, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Every day, Americans are making progress

both in the fight against crime and in the
effort to ensure fair and compassionate treat-
ment of victims and their families. Dedicated
volunteers, health care professionals, coun-
selors, and law enforcement personnel in
communities large and small are raising the
public’s awareness that victims have impor-
tant rights.

Decreasing crime rates are encouraging,
but we are far from winning the war against
crime. According to the most recent National
Crime Victimization Survey, nearly 29 mil-
lion people were victimized by crime in 1999,
including more than 7 million victims of vio-
lent crime. Americans cannot afford to be
complacent. All of us must continue efforts
to stop crime and to improve services for
those harmed by crime.

The voices of our Nation’s victims con-
tinue to have a powerful effect in changing
laws, policies, and attitudes to promote vic-
tims’ rights and services. They encourage
every person in America to take a stand and
to lend their support. My Administration is
committed to improving public safety and to
providing justice for all who have been vic-
timized. We will fight for public policies that
prevent crimes. We will steadfastly support
those responsible for enforcing the laws and
protecting the innocent. And we will attempt
to see that offenders, not victims, pay the
high cost of crime.

Our Nation’s commitment to crime victim
assistance grows stronger every year, with
thousands of programs in place to provide
help and hope. My Administration is com-
mitted to expanding opportunities for faith-
based and charitable organizations dedicated
to serving persons in need. Crime victims
often turn to faith-based organizations for as-
sistance and support during times of crisis,
and religious leaders and communities are
vital links in our national network of victim
services.

This year marks the 20th anniversary of
National Crime Victims’ Rights Week. The
campaign to win rights for victims parallels
other grassroots movements in our Nation’s
history. These crusades most frequently
began as small local movements led by
groups of passionate individuals who spoke
out in protest when they saw inequities. Dur-
ing this week, let us join in the effort to estab-
lish fair legal rights and services for crime
victims.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do
hereby proclaim April 22 through 28, 2001,
as National Crime Victims’ Rights Week. I
urge all Americans to share the burden of
reducing crime in their communities and to
follow the example of those who have helped
establish rights and improve services for vic-
tims.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this ninth day of April, in the year
of our Lord two thousand one, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:59 a.m., April 11, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on April 10, and it was
published in the Federal Register on April 12.

Remarks Following Discussions With
King Abdullah II of Jordan and an
Exchange With Reporters
April 10, 2001

President Bush. I’m going to have an
opening statement. His Majesty will have an
opening statement. I’ll be glad to take a cou-
ple of questions from the American press.
His Majesty will take a couple of questions
from the Jordanian press, and we’ll alternate.

It’s my honor to welcome the Majesty to
the Oval Office, to our country. We had a
very good lunch. We discussed a lot of sub-
jects, starting with how best to work together
to lay the foundation for peace in the Middle
East. We had a very good discussion about
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trade, and I explained to His Majesty that
ours is a country that believes in free trade.

We look forward to working to get an
agreement, one way or the other, out of our
Congress that encourages free trade with Jor-
dan. We will be discussing strategies as how
best to achieve that objective, but the objec-
tive is for there to be a free trade agreement
between our countries.

His Majesty is one of the young leaders
of the Middle East who has got a good vision
for peace. And I look forward to his advice
and counsel and working closely together to
achieve peace. So welcome, Your Majesty.

King Abdullah. Thank you very much, sir.
Mr. President, as you said, we had a very
warm and constructive discussions today
about not only bilateral relations but that of
the region. And I believe that we’re both
committed to finding peace and stability in
our part of the world. We’re very grateful
for all the support that we’ve had from your
country over the years. And I look forward
to working with you, sir, and with your ad-
ministration to try and bring peace and sta-
bility to the Middle East.

President Bush. Thank you, sir.

U.S. Navy Aircraft Incident
Q. Your Majesty, with apologies, because

there’s another subject on everybody’s
mind—Mr. President——

President Bush. What might that be?
Q. Well, it’s the China problem. What is

it going to take to resolve that? Have you
considered dealing directly with the Presi-
dent of China?

President Bush. We are working hard to
resolve the situation. The first piece of news
I have to report is, I talked to the General,
Sealock, again. He met with our folks in Hai-
nan Island. He reported that spirits are high,
that the troops are patient.

He informed us that there is an exchange
of e-mails between the—our troops and their
families, which is, I found to be an important
piece of news, that the families will be able
to talk to each other.

Diplomacy sometimes takes a little longer
than people would like. I urge the Chinese
to bring resolution to this issue. It’s time for
our people to come home.

Q. Mr. President, what about the issue
with Jesse Jackson? Mr. President, what
about the issue with Reverend Jesse Jackson?
He says if China lets him in, he will go there
to help free the 24 detainees.

President Bush. We are—there’s a lot of
people that are anxious for this situation to
end. I appreciate the good will of a lot of
Americans that are concerned about our folks
in Hainan Island. This administration is
doing everything we can to end the stalemate
in an efficient way. We’re making the right
decisions to bring the solution to an end.

Q. Do you support Reverend Jackson? Do
you support——

Q. Mr. President, you said a moment
ago——

President Bush. This is a Jordanian re-
porter.

Q. Mr. President, you said a moment ago
that diplomacy takes longer than sometimes
people would like. Are you trying to prepare
the American people for an extended and
prolonged stay of this 24-member crew in
Chinese captivity?

President Bush. No. I am making it clear
to the Chinese that it’s in their nation’s inter-
ests to end this situation as quickly as pos-
sible. As all members of my administration
have been saying, that the longer this goes,
the more likely it is that it could—could—
jeopardize relations, and we certainly don’t
want that to happen.

Q. Mr. President——
President Bush. Is there anybody from

the Jordanian——
Q. The West Bank——
President Bush. Yes, ma’am?

Middle East
Q. A Jewish spiritual leader yesterday

called upon killing all Arabs, and we are see-
ing Israel launching an unannounced, full-
scale war against Palestinians. Is your country
going to use or veto another proposal at the
United Nations to send an international pro-
tection force?

President Bush. Our country is very inter-
ested and working with all parties to—for
parties to lay down their arms. The only—
wait, let me——

Q. Your Majesty, can you state specifically
what you think——
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President Bush. I’m not quite through
yet——

Q. Sorry.
President Bush. And then you’re next.
Q. Thank you.
President Bush. In order for there to be

discussions that will lead to peace, first and
foremost, the violence must stop. And we’re
working hard to convince the parties to stop
the violence. His Majesty and I talked about
how best that all countries, peaceful coun-
tries in the region can discourage violent ac-
tivities. And the Secretary of State and—has
been on the phone recently with the leaders
in the Middle East to make sure that they
understand the U.S. position is for the vio-
lence to stop.

Q. Your Majesty, can you say specifically,
beyond rhetorical tools, what Jordan and the
United States can do to stop the violence,
bring it down, restore calm?

King Abdullah. Well, I think the situation
at present is, try to find a way of de-escalating
the violence. There has been meetings be-
tween the Israelis and the Palestinians as
early as last week which produced some re-
sults. And I think we need to be able to build
on that.

President Bush. Thank you all. Look what
you started. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:06 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
the President referred to Brig. Gen. Neal Sealock,
USA, U.S. Embassy Defense Attache in Beijing.
Reporters referred to President Jiang Zemin of
China and civil rights leader Rev. Jesse Jackson.
A tape was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.

Remarks in a Discussion on
Character-Building Programs in
Education
April 10, 2001

The President. Thank you all. Mr. Sec-
retary, thank you very much. Mr. Mayor,
thank you very much for being here. I’m glad
to see you. And I’m glad to see the super-
intendent. I appreciate you all being here.
This is not the first time I’ve been with the
Mayor, nor with the superintendent, both of
whom are doing a fine job for Washington,

DC. I’m proud to call this place home, and
I’m proud to have you all leading the city
and the school district.

I want to thank the members of the Young
Gentlemen’s Club for being here, and I’m
looking forward to shaking your hand after
the discussion. And thank you all for making
the right choices in life. I want to thank our
panelists. I look forward to hearing from our
panelists.

I want to start the discussion by quoting
Martin Luther King, Jr., who said this: ‘‘Intel-
ligence is not enough. Intelligence plus char-
acter, that is the goal of true education.’’ So
we’re here today to herald character-building
programs. We’re here today to recommend
that throughout America we teach values to
our children, that we not only teach our chil-
dren how to read and write but that we be
bold enough to teach them the difference
between right and wrong, as well. And we’ve
picked a pretty darn good school as an exam-
ple.

By the way, I found this, that one of the
keys to success in our public education is to
have good, strong principals. So Annie, thank
you for being here. I’m looking forward to
hearing from you. One of the keys to success
is to have role models not only live a quality
life but be willing to take time out of their
lives to share their experiences. So I’m
pleased to have a star basketball player with
us here.

One of the keys to success is to find people
who are willing to use their intelligence to
rally people of compassion to serve as men-
tors and role models for children—young la-
dies, in this case. And so I’m so pleased that
Elayne Bennett is here. One of the keys to
success is being a good mom. And so I’m
so thankful you’re here, Nicole. One of the
keys to success is to be willing to listen to
what the adults say. And so, Isaiah, thank you
for being here, as well.

And finally, it is an honor that Mr. Bob
Howard is with us, a person who has taken
time out of his life to make sure that the
Young Gentlemen’s Club flourishes.

Parents have a tough battle in America
today. Their children sometimes receive con-
flicting messages, and what public education
ought to do is stand on the side of parents
and be willing to reinforce the values that
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