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Week Ending Friday, April 20, 2001

Memorandum on the Report to the
Congress Regarding Conditions in
Burma and U.S. Policy Toward
Burma

April 12, 2001

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Report to the Congress Regarding
Conditions in Burma and U.S. Policy Toward
Burma

Pursuant to the requirements set forth
under the heading ‘‘Policy Toward Burma’’
in section 570(d) of the Fiscal Year 1997 For-
eign Operations Appropriations Act, as con-
tained in the Omnibus Consolidated Appro-
priations Act (Public Law 104–208), a report
is required every 6 months following enact-
ment concerning:

1) progress toward democratization in
Burma;

2) progress on improving the quality of
life of the Burmese people, including
progress on market reforms, living
standards, labor standards, use of
forced labor in the tourism industry,
and environmental quality; and

3) progress made in developing a com-
prehensive, multilateral strategy to
bring democracy to and improve
human rights practices and the qual-
ity of life in Burma, including the de-
velopment of a dialogue between the
State Peace and Development Coun-
cil and democratic opposition groups
in Burma.

You are hereby authorized and directed to
transmit the attached report fulfilling these
requirements for the period September 28,
2000, through March 27, 2001, to the appro-
priate committees of the Congress and to ar-
range for its publication in the Federal Reg-
ister.

George W. Bush

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on April 13, and it was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on
Compliance With the Conventional
Armed Forces in Europe Treaty
April 12, 2001

Dear lllll :
Attached is the 2000 Report on CFE Com-

pliance. The report is prepared pursuant to
Condition 5(C) of the resolution of advice
and consent to ratification of the Document
Agreed Among the States Parties to the Trea-
ty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe
of November 19, 1990. The report was pre-
pared by the previous Administration.

Sincerely,
George W. Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives;
Richard A. Gephardt, House minority leader;
Jesse Helms, chairman, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr.,
ranking member, Senate Committee on Foreign
Relations. This letter was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on April 13, and it was not
received in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

The President’s Radio Address
April 14, 2001

Good morning. This weekend I am at
home in Crawford, Texas, with my wife and
my family. Millions of other families are also
spending time together this weekend, and
Laura and I wish you all a happy Easter.

Our thoughts are also with the men and
women of our military, deployed around the
world and away from their families. They
have our sincere gratitude. And on this holi-
day, we offer the thanks of our Nation to
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the 24 service men and women who are no
longer in China and are now home.

This weekend also marks the close of Pass-
over, when Jews recall their deliverance from
oppression. We hope this Passover has been
a time of reflection and renewal.

Renewal is the hope of every person and
the promise of many religions. This season
signifies the hope of renewal, a reawakening,
a fresh vision of our lives and our possibili-
ties. And in this season, we are reminded that
on the path of renewal, we are not alone.
We have one another, family members and
friends, who know us and accept us as we
are. And if we’re very fortunate, we have peo-
ple in our lives who see us not just as we
are but also as we can be. That is the love
of family.

And many of us trust a Creator who knows
us and loves us and has a plan for our lives.
We cannot know where that plan will lead
us on Earth, but we are assured that it leads
nearer to God. This is the comfort of faith.

In this season of renewal, we remember
that failures in life are never final, that hope
leads us closer to the truth, that in the end,
even death itself will be defeated. And that
is the shared belief of many faiths, and that
is the promise of Easter morning.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 9 a.m. on
April 12 in the Cabinet Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on April 14. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on April 13 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast.

Remarks to the United States
Chamber of Commerce
April 16, 2001

Thank you very much. Kelly, thank you
very much for that kind introduction. It’s an
honor for me to be here. Tom, thank you
for opening up this fantastic facility. I am
thrilled to know that some of my former Gov-
ernors are with members of the chambers
in their respective States, and I want to say
hello to them. I thank all those who are tun-
ing in. It’s kind of nice to be able to speak
to so many folks in so many cities without
having to fire up Air Force One. [Laughter]

I’m especially honored to be able to speak
to the folks who really help our economy
grow, the entrepreneurs, the business folks
of America, the employers, the risk takers,
the people who really work hard to realize
the great American Dream.

As Kelly said, this is tax day. All across
America, husbands and wives spent last
weekend side-by-side at the kitchen table try-
ing to finish their 1040s. You have to say this
for the income tax, it tends to bring families
together. [Laughter]

The Internal Revenue Service asks our
families in America a lot of questions: How
much did you earn? Did you move last year?
How big is your mortgage payment? You
know, the truth of the matter is, the IRS
knows more about us than our neighbors do.
In a lot of cases, they know more about us
than our families do. But while the tax system
knows a lot about our citizens, there’s a lot
our citizens may not know about our tax sys-
tem.

In 2001 the Federal Government will take
a bigger share of the U.S. economy in taxes
than in any year since 1944. And I remind
you, in 1944 we had 11.5 million people
under arms. The Federal Government will
take more as a percentage of the national
economy this year than it did during World
War II, except for one year, more than any
year of the Vietnam war or the Korean con-
flict, more than it took to win World War
I or prevail in the cold war. Our country is
at peace, but our Government is charging
wartime prices. Enough is enough. The
American people deserve tax relief.

You often hear it said, we cannot afford
tax relief. But even after adjusting for infla-
tion, the U.S. Government will collect twice
as much income tax revenue in 2001 as it
did in 1981. Enough is enough, folks. It’s
time to give our folks some tax relief in Amer-
ica.

During the budget debates in Washington,
some Members of Congress complained that
they did not have enough money to spend,
but in 2001 the income tax will yield 2 billion
in revenues for each and every one of the
535 Members of Congress. I think they
should be able to get by on that—[laugh-
ter]—even the Senators. [Laughter] No,
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