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Thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:23 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Mexican Ambassador to the U.S.
Juan Jose Bremer; entertainers Pablo Montero,
Emilio Estefan, Gloria Estefan, and Thalia; Span-
ish-language television host Mario Kreutzberger,
popularly known as ‘‘Don Francisco’’; and Presi-
dent Vicente Fox of Mexico.

Proclamation 7432—Older
Americans Month, 2001
May 4, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
In cities, towns, and communities across

the United States, older Americans make
countless contributions to the life of our Na-
tion. Each year, during the month of May,
Americans acknowledge in a special way the
contributions of older Americans to our soci-
ety. This year’s theme, ‘‘The Many Faces of
Aging,’’ calls on us to recognize the richness
and the promise of our rapidly increasing
older population.

Older adults have much to teach us, from
persevering in the face of hardship to sus-
taining our family structure and caring for
those in need. Generations of older Ameri-
cans have done the hard work of building
communities, places of worship, businesses,
and schools, laying the foundation for our
American way of life. Embodying the stead-
fast devotion, courage, and sacrifice that our
ancestors brought to this country, older
Americans continue to energize our national
life. Many of these former teachers, leaders
of industry, war heroes, and religious figures
help new generations learn about our past
by taking time out of their lives to share their
experiences and to serve as role models.
Their values of hard work, determination,
compassion, and faith continue to benefit our
families and all Americans. As we celebrate
Older Americans Month, I encourage Ameri-
cans to take advantage of the wisdom and
experience of our elder citizens.

Working in partnership with States and
local organizations, my Administration is pro-

posing that the Federal Government do
more to facilitate service opportunities for
seniors.

My Administration is committed to im-
proving the quality of life of our Nation’s sen-
iors, who are often burdened with concerns
about health care. We will strengthen Medi-
care for the baby boomers and subsequent
generations. We will renew the promise
made to our seniors and people with disabil-
ities by providing access to affordable pre-
scription drugs and better options to meet
their health care needs. By ensuring that our
senior citizens live in comfort and security,
we honor them and thank them for their
service.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim May 2001, as
Older Americans Month. I call upon Federal,
State, and local government officials, busi-
nesses, communities, faith-based organiza-
tions, families, health care professionals, vol-
unteers, and all citizens of the United States
to publicly reaffirm our Nation’s continuing
commitment to honor older Americans.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourth day of May, in the year
of our Lord two thousand one, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 8, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on May 9.

Proclamation 7433—Small Business
Week, 2001
May 4, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Small business owners who work long

hours, juggling family and career responsibil-
ities and serving as community volunteers,
are integral to our country’s prosperity and
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to the vibrancy of our communities. These
entrepreneurs are fundamental to our econ-
omy. Through the opportunities offered by
the men and women who own and operate
our Nation’s 25.5 million small businesses,
many of our citizens are able to pursue their
dreams of a better life.

Federal, State, and local governments can
help our small business owners by creating
an environment in which the American spirit
flourishes, an environment that promotes in-
novation, risk-taking, and equal opportunity.
My Administration is working for lower taxes,
reasonable regulations, and a reduction of
tariffs and other barriers to free trade that
will increase the competitive strength of our
small business sector. Education reforms also
will ensure that our young people are pre-
pared to enter the global marketplace and
small businesses will have the needed pool
of talent.

Many of America’s entrepreneurs risk ev-
erything to make their businesses successful.
They are leaders of innovation, and their ef-
forts create a wellspring of new technology,
new products, and improved business proc-
esses. One of my priorities as President is
to encourage that entrepreneurial spirit, and
to see that it encompasses all Americans. To
that end, we have instituted the New Free-
dom Initiative, which includes a component
to help small businesses better serve cus-
tomers with disabilities and to hire more peo-
ple with disabilities. Also, my Administration
supports the Drug Free Workplace Program,
to help small businesses develop employee
education programs and company drug poli-
cies. These are examples of our commitment
to the ideal that the role of our Government
is not to create business barriers, but to help
our citizens overcome them.

America’s small business owners and their
employees represent more than half of the
private workforce. These entrepreneurs, who
create more than 75 percent of the net new
jobs nationwide and generate more than 50
percent of the Nation’s gross domestic prod-
uct, and the employees who work in small
businesses, deserve our thanks. We salute
them by observing Small Business Week.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by

the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim May 6 through
12, 2001, as Small Business Week. I urge all
Americans to join in observing this week with
appropriate programs, ceremonies, and ac-
tivities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourth day of May, in the year
of our Lord two thousand one, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 8, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on May 9.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

April 28
In the afternoon, the President returned

from Crawford, TX, to Washington, DC.

April 30
The President had separate telephone con-

versations with Chancellor Gerhardt Schroe-
der of Germany, President Jacques Chirac
of France, Prime Minister Jean Chretien of
Canada, Prime Minister Tony Blair of the
United Kingdom, and NATO Secretary Gen-
eral George Robertson.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Clark T. Randt, Jr., to be Ambas-
sador to China.

May 1
The President announced his intention to

nominate Alexander R. Vershbow to be Am-
bassador to Russia.

The President announced his intention to
nominate James Laurence Connaughton to
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