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I’m also pleased to see some folks who
sometimes think I—on thin ice. [Laughter]
I think they know who I’m talking about.

Senator Kerry, thank you for being here,
sir. I appreciate Representatives Frank and
Markey. I appreciate Representative
Capuano. I’m glad you all are here. One of
the things that happens sometimes in politics
is, we disagree. But I think we’re learning
to disagree in an agreeable way. So you’re
welcome to the people’s house.

I also want to welcome my friend Ambas-
sador Paul Cellucci. I made a good pick when
I picked Paul to become the Ambassador to
Canada. He, of course, takes credit for the
fact that the BC Eagles won the national
championship, since he was the Governor at
the time.

Also before I turn to the coach, want to
remind folks that my sister is a BC Eagle,
and proudly so. She’s probably wondering
why I didn’t invite her here today. [Laughter]

This is a great place to honor champs. It’s
also a great place to play sports. We’ve got
a basketball court here. There’s a bowling
alley. There is a swimming pool. Recently,
there was a baseball yard for a tee-ball game.
I asked them why there’s no hockey rink, and
the truth of the matter is, Coach, there’s no
place to park the Zamboni. [Laughter]

But I do want to congratulate you all for
a great victory and a great championship. I
know your win over North Dakota was a
tough win. But I want to quote what one
of your players said—Mark McLennan.
Where are you, Mark? He said this about
the team, ‘‘There were no egos on this team.
We had great individual players, but nothing
was bigger than the team.’’ And that’s why
you’re the champs. I want to congratulate
you all for being champs.

I want to remind you that life is more than
just being champs on the ice. It’s important
to be a champ off the ice, as well. I’m sure
there’s some little kid up there in the Boston
area wondering how a champ behaves off the
ice. And you have the responsibility as a
champion to set the right example.

Coach, welcome to the White House. Con-
gratulations for being here.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:10 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Rev. William P. Leahy, S.J., presi-

dent, Jeremiah F. York, hockey coach, and Eu-
gene B. DeFilippo, athletic director, Boston Col-
lege.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting an Outline of the 2001
Legislative Agenda for International
Trade
May 10, 2001

Dear lllll :
I am pleased to provide you with an outline

of my 2001 legislative agenda for inter-
national trade. I look forward to working
closely with you to enact it this year.

The trade agenda reflects my strong com-
mitment to open markets around the world
for the benefit of American workers, farmers,
and businesses. I also am committed to open
markets to provide lower prices and greater
choices for U.S. consumers and industries.
Open trade fuels the engine of economic
growth that creates new jobs and new income
in the United States and around the world.

We have no time to waste in reasserting
America’s leadership on trade. The President
has not had trade negotiating authority since
it expired in 1994. We can no longer afford
to sit still while our trading partners move
ahead without us.

For that reason, I have placed the enact-
ment of U.S. Trade Promotion Authority at
the top of my trade legislative agenda. U.S.
Trade Promotion Authority tells the world
that the President and the Congress are
united at the negotiating table in seeking to
strike the best possible deals for our country.
I am committed to working with the Con-
gress, on a bipartisan basis, to rebuild the
consensus needed to allow America to re-
assert its leadership in the trade arena. I hope
the enclosed framework for U.S. Trade Pro-
motion Authority will help us redouble our
efforts to secure the benefits of expanded
trade for the American people.

I hope you also will join me in moving the
other important components of my trade leg-
islative agenda to enactment this session as
well.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush
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NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives;
Richard A. Gephardt, House minority leader;
Trent Lott, Senate majority leader; Thomas A.
Daschle, Senate minority leader; Richard G.
Lugar, chairman, and Tom Harkin, ranking mem-
ber, Senate Committee on Agriculture; Charles
E. Grassley, chairman, and Max Baucus, ranking
member, Senate Committee on Finance; Orrin G.
Hatch, chairman, Senate Committee on the Judi-
ciary; Larry Combest, chairman, and Charles W.
Stenholm, ranking member, House Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry; Philip M.
Crane, chairman, and Sander M. Levin, ranking
member, House Subcommittee on Trade; and
William M. Thomas, chairman, and Charles B.
Rangel, ranking member, House Committee on
Ways and Means.

Proclamation 7437—Mother’s Day,
2001
May 9, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
No matter what direction life takes us, a

mother’s love and guidance are a tremendous
blessing that help us to grow up as stable,
responsible, and caring individuals. As nur-
turers, teachers, and protectors, mothers’ un-
conditional affection helps their children to
blossom into mature adults. In partnership
with fathers, mothers play a critical role in
building healthy families.

Anna M. Jarvis is credited with influencing
the Congress in 1914 to establish an official
Mother’s Day as a tribute to her beloved
mother and to all mothers. She conceived of
the day as a time when children could for-
mally demonstrate respect for their mothers
and reinforce family bonds.

Mothers who teach us right from wrong
and to love our neighbors merit our deepest
gratitude and appreciation. Beyond their
more traditional role in rearing children,
many mothers also face responsibilities out-
side the home as members of the workforce.
At the same time, they may be caring not
only for their biological or adopted children
but also for stepchildren or foster children.

Many American families are now headed
solely by women, and these women shoulder
enormous responsibilities. For the good of
their families and our Nation, we must strive
to provide support and assistance to those
mothers, such as, opportunities for training
and employment; early childhood education
for their young ones; and safe, affordable,
and high-quality childcare. But fathers must
also remain committed and involved in the
lives of their children. By fulfilling their fi-
nancial and nurturing responsibilities, fathers
help ensure the well-being of their children
and ease the burden on those women who
carry the primary responsibility of caring for
their families.

Whatever their circumstances, mothers
demonstrate daily how their devotion,
strength, and wisdom make all the difference
in the lives of their children. To honor moth-
ers, the Congress, by a joint resolution ap-
proved May 8, 1914 (38 Stat. 770), has des-
ignated the second Sunday in May each year
as ‘‘Mother’s Day’’ and requested the Presi-
dent to call for its appropriate observance.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim May 13, 2001, as
Mother’s Day. I encourage all Americans to
honor the importance of mothers and to cele-
brate how their love and devotion are crucial
to the well-being of children, families, and
our society.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this ninth day of May, in the year
of our Lord two thousand one, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 10, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 11, and it was
published in the Federal Register on May 11.
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