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NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives;
Richard A. Gephardt, House minority leader;
Trent Lott, Senate majority leader; Thomas A.
Daschle, Senate minority leader; Richard G.
Lugar, chairman, and Tom Harkin, ranking mem-
ber, Senate Committee on Agriculture; Charles
E. Grassley, chairman, and Max Baucus, ranking
member, Senate Committee on Finance; Orrin G.
Hatch, chairman, Senate Committee on the Judi-
ciary; Larry Combest, chairman, and Charles W.
Stenholm, ranking member, House Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry; Philip M.
Crane, chairman, and Sander M. Levin, ranking
member, House Subcommittee on Trade; and
William M. Thomas, chairman, and Charles B.
Rangel, ranking member, House Committee on
Ways and Means.

Proclamation 7437—Mother’s Day,
2001
May 9, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
No matter what direction life takes us, a

mother’s love and guidance are a tremendous
blessing that help us to grow up as stable,
responsible, and caring individuals. As nur-
turers, teachers, and protectors, mothers’ un-
conditional affection helps their children to
blossom into mature adults. In partnership
with fathers, mothers play a critical role in
building healthy families.

Anna M. Jarvis is credited with influencing
the Congress in 1914 to establish an official
Mother’s Day as a tribute to her beloved
mother and to all mothers. She conceived of
the day as a time when children could for-
mally demonstrate respect for their mothers
and reinforce family bonds.

Mothers who teach us right from wrong
and to love our neighbors merit our deepest
gratitude and appreciation. Beyond their
more traditional role in rearing children,
many mothers also face responsibilities out-
side the home as members of the workforce.
At the same time, they may be caring not
only for their biological or adopted children
but also for stepchildren or foster children.

Many American families are now headed
solely by women, and these women shoulder
enormous responsibilities. For the good of
their families and our Nation, we must strive
to provide support and assistance to those
mothers, such as, opportunities for training
and employment; early childhood education
for their young ones; and safe, affordable,
and high-quality childcare. But fathers must
also remain committed and involved in the
lives of their children. By fulfilling their fi-
nancial and nurturing responsibilities, fathers
help ensure the well-being of their children
and ease the burden on those women who
carry the primary responsibility of caring for
their families.

Whatever their circumstances, mothers
demonstrate daily how their devotion,
strength, and wisdom make all the difference
in the lives of their children. To honor moth-
ers, the Congress, by a joint resolution ap-
proved May 8, 1914 (38 Stat. 770), has des-
ignated the second Sunday in May each year
as ‘‘Mother’s Day’’ and requested the Presi-
dent to call for its appropriate observance.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim May 13, 2001, as
Mother’s Day. I encourage all Americans to
honor the importance of mothers and to cele-
brate how their love and devotion are crucial
to the well-being of children, families, and
our society.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this ninth day of May, in the year
of our Lord two thousand one, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 10, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 11, and it was
published in the Federal Register on May 11.
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Remarks Following Discussions With
President Olusegun Obasanjo of
Nigeria and United Nations
Secretary-General Kofi Annan
May 11, 2001

Global Fund To Fight HIV/AIDS,
Malaria, and Tuberculosis

President Bush. It is my honor to wel-
come our friend, the President of Nigeria,
to the Rose Garden. Mr. President, welcome
to Washington, the Rose Garden. And of
course, Kofi Annan, the Secretary-General of
the United Nations, Mr. Secretary-General,
thank you for coming.

As well, we are joined by two members
of my Cabinet: Secretary of State Powell,
Secretary of Health and Human Services
Tommy Thompson. I want to thank them
both for being here. Scott Evertz, who is the
Director of the National AIDS Policy Office
is with us. Scott, thank you for being here.
And of course, Condoleezza Rice, the Na-
tional Security Adviser.

I am looking forward to meeting with the
President on a range of issues that are impor-
tant to our nations. This morning, we’ve spo-
ken about another matter that involves
countless lives. Together, we’ve been dis-
cussing a strategy to halt the spread of AIDS
and other infectious diseases across the Afri-
can continent and across the world.

The devastation across the globe left by
AIDS, malaria, tuberculosis, the sheer num-
ber of those infected and dying is almost be-
yond comprehension. Suffering on the Afri-
can continent has been especially great.
AIDS alone has left at least 11 million or-
phans in sub-Sahara Africa. In several Afri-
can countries, as many as half of today’s 15-
year-olds could die of AIDS. In a part of the
world where so many have suffered from war
and want and famine, these latest tribulations
are the cruelest of fates.

We have the power to help. The United
States is committed to working with other
nations to reduce suffering and to spare lives,
and working together is the key. Only
through sustained and focused international
cooperation can we address problems so
grave and suffering so great.

My guests today have been doing their part
and more, and I thank them for their leader-

ship. President Obasanjo last month led the
nations of Africa in drafting the Abuja dec-
laration which lays out crucial guidelines for
the international effort we all envision. Sec-
retary-General Annan, too, has made this
issue an urgent priority. He has been an elo-
quent voice in rallying the resources and con-
viction needed in this cause. When he visited
the White House in March, we talked about
the AIDS pandemic. We agreed on the goal
of creating a global fund to fight HIV/AIDS,
malaria, and tuberculosis. The G–8 has been
discussing the potential fund.

Our high-level task force chaired by Secre-
taries Powell and Thompson has developed
a proposal that we have shared with U.N.
officials, developing nations, and our G–8
partners. We will need ideas from all sources.
We must all show leadership and all share
responsibility.

For our part, I am today committing the
United States of America to support a new
worldwide fund with a founding contribution
of $200 million. This is in addition to the
billions we spend on research and to the $760
million we’re spending this year to help the
international effort to fight AIDS. This $200
million will go exclusively to a global fund,
with more to follow as we learn where our
support can be most effective.

Based on this morning’s meetings I believe
a consensus is forming on the basic elements
that must shape the global fund and its use.
First, we agree on the need for partnerships
across borders and among both the public
and private sectors. We must call upon the
compassion, energy, and generosity of people
everywhere. This means that not only gov-
ernments can help but also private corpora-
tions, foundations, faith-based groups, and
nongovernmental organizations, as well.

Second, we agree on an integrated ap-
proach that emphasizes prevention and train-
ing of medical personnel as well as treatment
and care. Prevention is indispensable to any
strategy of controlling a pandemic such as
we now face.

Third, we must concentrate our efforts on
programs that work, proven best practices.
Whenever the global fund supports any
health program, we must know that it meets
certain essential criteria. We must know that
the money is well spent, victims are well
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