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support millions of high-quality U.S. jobs and
play a key role in U.S. economic growth.
However, our ability to sustain or expand this
growth will require tapping the trade poten-
tial of the emerging economies in Asia and
Latin America, as well as bolstering our trade
agreements with developed economies such
as Japan and the European Union. Strength-
ening our trade agreements with these coun-
tries, not only opens their economies to U.S.
goods and services, but also leads to higher
rates of foreign investment. This investment
creates growth, jobs, and the means to buy
the products we export from the United
States.

The United States will work for open trade
at every opportunity. The executive and legis-
lative branches need to work together to pro-
vide the means to cooperate on trade objec-
tives. The renewal of U.S. trade promotion
authority will bolster a partnership between
the executive and legislative branches and
will enhance the ability of the United States
to negotiate new trade agreements. We will
work for more open trade globally through
talks in the WTO. We will work to create
a free trade zone in the Western Hemisphere
by 2005. Our commitment to open trade will
be coupled with a commitment to protect our
environment and improve labor standards.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim May 20 through
May 26, 2001, as World Trade Week. I en-
courage Americans to observe this week with
events, trade shows, and educational pro-
grams that celebrate the benefits of trade to
our economy.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighteenth day of May, in the
year of our Lord two thousand one, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:19 a.m., May 21, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on May 22.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Reporting on the Deployment of
United States Military Personnel as
Part of the Kosovo International
Security Force

May 18, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
On December 18, 2000, then-President

Clinton provided a report to the Congress
regarding the continued deployment of com-
bat-equipped U.S. military personnel as the
U.S. contribution to the NATO-led inter-
national security force in Kosovo (KFOR)
and to other countries in the region in sup-
port of that force. I am providing this supple-
mental report, consistent with the War Pow-
ers Resolution, to help ensure that the Con-
gress is kept fully informed on continued
U.S. contributions in support of peace-
keeping efforts in Kosovo.

As noted in previous reports, the U.N. Se-
curity Council authorized member states to
establish KFOR in U.N. Security Council
Resolution 1244 of June 10, 1999. The mis-
sion of KFOR is to provide a military pres-
ence in order to deter renewed hostilities;
verify and, if necessary, enforce the Terms
of the Military Technical Agreement (MTA)
between NATO and the Federal Republic
of Yugoslavia (FRY); enforce the terms of the
Undertaking on Demilitarization and Trans-
formation of the former Kosovo Liberation
Army (KLA); provide day-to-day operational
direction to the Kosovo Protection Corps;
and maintain a safe and secure environment
to facilitate the work of the U.N. Interim Ad-
ministration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK).

Currently, the U.S. contribution to KFOR
in Kosovo is approximately 6,000 U.S. mili-
tary personnel. An additional 500 U.S. mili-
tary personnel are deployed as the National
Support Element in Macedonia, with an oc-
casional presence in Albania and Greece. In
the last 6 months, all 19 NATO nations and
21 others, including Russia, have provided
military personnel and other support per-
sonnel to KFOR in Kosovo and other coun-
tries in the region.

In Kosovo, the U.S. forces are assigned to
a sector principally centered upon Gnjilane
in the eastern portion of Kosovo. For U.S.
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KFOR forces, as for KFOR generally, main-
taining a safe and secure environment re-
mains the primary military task. United
States forces conduct security patrols in
urban areas and in the countryside through-
out their sector. Approximately 79 percent
of KFOR soldiers are dedicated to patrolling,
manning checkpoints, and mounting border
and boundary patrols. The KFOR forces op-
erate under NATO command and control
and rules of engagement.

The UNMIK continues to make progress
in establishing the necessary structures for
provisional democratic self-government in
Kosovo, including through the recent pro-
mulgation of the Constitutional Framework
for Provisional Self Government and prep-
arations for Kosovo-wide elections. The
KFOR coordinates with and supports
UNMIK at most levels, and is represented
at the Kosovo Transitional Council and the
Joint Civil Commissions. Also, KFOR sup-
port includes providing a security presence
in towns, villages, and the countryside, and
organizing checkpoints and patrols in key
areas of Kosovo to provide security, protect
minorities, resolve disputes, and help instill
in the community a feeling of confidence.
Finally, KFOR is supporting, within its
means and capabilities, the provision of hu-
manitarian relief, public safety and order,
and the maintenance of essential civic works
resources.

NATO continues formally to review
KFOR’s mission at 6-month intervals. The
conclusions reached as a result of the ongo-
ing 6-month review, which is scheduled to
be completed by late May, will be presented
to the NATO foreign and defense ministers’
meeting, which will be held in late May and
early June. These reviews provide a basis for
assessing current force levels, future require-
ments, force structure, force reductions, and
the eventual withdrawal of KFOR. The
KFOR has transferred responsibility for its
public safety and policing responsibilities to
the UNMIK international and local police
forces in every area except Kosovska
Mitrovica and Pec.

The continued deployment of U.S. forces
has been undertaken pursuant to my con-
stitutional authority to conduct U.S. foreign
relations and as Commander in Chief and

Chief Executive. I appreciate the continued
support of the Congress in these actions.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

May 13
In the afternoon, the President returned

to Washington, DC, from Camp David, MD.

May 14
In the morning, the President traveled to

Philadelphia, PA, where he met with Car-
dinal Anthony Bevilacqua.

In the afternoon, the President returned
to Washington, DC.

The President announced his intention to
nominate R. Barrie Walkley to be Ambas-
sador to Guinea.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Peter W. Rodman to be Assistant
Secretary of Defense for International Secu-
rity Affairs.

May 15
The President announced his intention to

nominate Marvin R. Sambur to be Assistant
Secretary of the Air Force for Acquisition,
Research, and Development.

May 16
The President announced his intention to

nominate P.H. Johnson to be Federal Co-
chairperson of the Delta Regional Authority.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Joseph M. DeThomas to be Am-
bassador to Estonia.
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