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by the RUF or to the RUF’s procurement
of weapons; to implement United Nations
Security Council Resolution 1343; and to
counteract, among other things, the Govern-
ment of Liberia’s facilitation of and participa-
tion in the RUF’s illicit trade in diamonds
through Liberia, I hereby order the following
additional measures be taken with respect to
prohibiting the importation of rough dia-
monds from Sierra Leone:

Section 1. Except to the extent provided
in regulations, orders, directives, or licenses
issued pursuant to this order, and notwith-
standing the existence of any rights or obliga-
tions conferred or imposed by any inter-
national agreement or any contract entered
into or any license or permit granted prior
to the effective date of this order, the direct
or indirect importation into the United States
of all rough diamonds from Liberia, whether
or not such diamonds originated in Liberia,
on or after the effective date of this order
is prohibited.

Sec. 2. Any transaction by a United States
person or within the United States that
evades or avoids, or has the purpose of evad-
ing or avoiding, or attempts to violate, any
of the prohibitions set forth in this order is
prohibited. Any conspiracy formed to violate
any of the prohibitions set forth in this order
is prohibited.

Sec. 3. The definitions contained in sec-
tion 4 of Executive Order 13194 apply to the
terms used in this order.

Sec. 4. The Secretary of the Treasury, in
consultation with the Secretary of State, is
hereby authorized to take such actions, in-
cluding the promulgation of rules and regula-
tions, and to employ all powers granted to
the President by IEEPA and UNPA, as may
be necessary to carry out the purposes of this
order. The Secretary of the Treasury may re-
delegate any of these functions to other offi-
cers and agencies of the United States Gov-
ernment. All agencies of the United States
Government are hereby directed to take all
appropriate measures within their authority
to carry out the provisions of this order, in-
cluding modification, suspension, or termi-
nation of licenses or authorizations in effect
as of the date of this order.

Sec. 5. This order is not intended to cre-
ate, nor does it create, any right, benefit, or
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privilege, substantive or procedural, enforce-
able at law by a party against the United
States, its agencies, officers, or any other per-
son.

Sec. 6. (a) This order is effective at 12:01
a.m. eastern daylight time on May 23, 2001.

(b) This order shall be transmitted to the
Congress and published in the Federal Reg-

ister.

George W. Bush

The White House,
May 22, 2001.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
12:03 p.m., May 23, 2001]

NotE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on May 23, and it
was published in the Federal Register on May 24.

Message to the Congress Reporting
on Action Prohibiting the
Importation of Rough Diamonds
From Sierra Leone

May 23, 2001

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to section 204(b) of the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act,
50 U.S.C. 1703(b) (IEEPA), and section 301
of the National Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C.
1631, I hereby report that I have exercised
my statutory authority to expand the scope
of an existing national emergency in response
to the unusual and extraordinary threat posed
to the foreign policy of the United States by
the Government of Liberia’s complicity in
the illicit trade in diamonds from Sierra
Leone by the insurgent Revolutionary
United Front of Sierra Leone (RUF) and by
the Government of Liberia’s other forms of
support for the RUF. I also have exercised
my statutory authority to issue an Executive
Order that prohibits the importation into the
United States of all rough diamonds from Li-
beria, whether or not such diamonds origi-
nated in Liberia. These actions are mandated
in part by United Nations Security Council
Resolution 1343 of March 7, 2001.

The Secretary of the Treasury, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of State, is authorized
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to issue regulations in exercise of my authori-
ties under the IEEPA and the United Na-
tions Participation Act, 22 U.S.C. 287c, to
implement this prohibition. All Federal agen-
cies are also directed to take actions within
their authority to carry out the provisions of
the Executive Order.

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive
Order I have issued. The Order was effective
at 12:01 a.m. eastern daylight time on May
23, 2001.

I have authorized these measures in fur-
therance of Executive Order 13194 of Janu-
ary 18, 2001, and in response to the Govern-
ment of Liberia’s continuing facilitation of
and participation in the RUF’s illicit trade
in diamonds from Sierra Leone and its other
forms of support for the RUF. The Govern-
ment of Liberia’s actions in this regard con-
stitute an unusual and extraordinary threat
to the foreign policy of the United States be-
cause they directly challenge United States
foreign policy objectives in the region and
the rule-based international order that is cru-
cial to the peace and prosperity of the United
States.

In Executive Order 13194, President Clin-
ton responded to the RUF’s illicit arms-for-
diamonds trade that fuels the brutal, decade-
long civil war in Sierra Leone by declaring
a national emergency and, consistent with
United Nations Security Council Resolution
1306, by prohibiting the importation into the
United States of all rough diamonds from Si-
erra Leone except for those importations
controlled through the certificate of origin
regime of the Government of Sierra Leone.
In a report issued on December 14, 2000,
the United Nations Panel of Experts estab-
lished pursuant to resolution 1306 found that
diamonds represent a major and primary
source of income for the RUF to sustain and
advance its military activities; that the bulk
of the RUF diamonds leaves Sierra Leone
through Liberia; and that such illicit trade
cannot be conducted without the permission
and involvement of Liberian government of-
ficials at the highest levels. The Panel rec-
ommended, among other things, a complete
embargo on all diamonds from Liberia until
Liberia demonstrates convincingly that it is
no longer involved in the trafficking of arms
to, or diamonds from, Sierra Leone.
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On March 7, 2001, the Security Council
unanimously adopted resolution 1343 to im-
pose sanctions against the Government of Li-
beria. The resolution determined that the
Government of Liberia’s active support for
the RUF in Sierra Leone and other armed
rebel groups in neighboring countries con-
stitutes a threat to international peace and
security in the region and decided that all
states shall impose an immediate arms em-
bargo on Liberia and also shall impose travel
and diamond bans on Liberia on May 7,
2001, unless the Council determined before
that date that the Government of Liberia had
ceased its support for the RUF and for other
armed rebel groups and, in particular, had
taken a number of concrete steps identified
in the resolution. In furtherance of this reso-
lution, the Secretaries of State, Commerce,
and Defense have taken steps, under their
respective authorities, to implement the arms
embargo.

With regard to the travel ban and diamond
embargo, the Government of Liberia has
failed, notwithstanding the two-month im-
plementation period granted by resolution
1343, to honor its commitments to cease its
support for the RUF and other armed rebel
groups. As a result, the Security Council did
not determine that Liberia has complied with
the demands of the Council.

In Proclamation 7359 of October 10, 2000,
President Clinton suspended the entry as im-
migrants and nonimmigrants of persons who
plan, engage in, or benefit from activities that
support the RUF or that otherwise impede
the peace process in Sierra Leone. The appli-
cation of that Proclamation implements the
travel ban imposed by resolution 1343.

Finally, for the reasons discussed above
and in the enclosed Executive Order, I also
have found that the Government of Liberia’s
continuing facilitation of and participation in
the RUF’s illicit trade in diamonds from Si-
erra Leone and its other forms of support
for the RUF contribute to the unusual and
extraordinary threat to the foreign policy of
the United States described in Executive
Order 13194 with respect to which the Presi-
dent declared a national emergency. In order
to deal with that threat, and consistent with
resolution 1343 and this finding, I have taken
action to prohibit the importation into the



Administration of George W. Bush, 2001 / May 23

United States of all rough diamonds from Li-
beria, whether or not such diamonds origi-
nated there, in order to contribute to the
international effort to bring a prompt end to
the illicit arms-for-diamonds trade by which
the RUF perpetuates the tragic conflict in
Sierra Leone. This action, as well as those
discussed above, also expresses our outrage
at the Government of Liberia’s ongoing con-
tribution to human suffering in Sierra Leone
and other neighboring countries, as well as
its continuing failure to abide by inter-
national norms and the rule of law.

George W. Bush

The White House,
May 23, 2001.

Remarks at a Military Reenlistment
Ceremony
May 23, 2001

I don’t know if the Commander in Chief
is allowed to say this, but I'm going to any-
way. At ease. [Laughter]

Mr. Secretary, thank you very much for
your service to the country. It’s fitting that
he is here today, because a few months ago,
Secretary Rumsfeld re-upped himself.
[Laughter] And the Nation is better off for
it. General Shelton, thank you for being here.
Joint Chiefs, thank you all for coming—fam-
ily and friends.

Before I begin my remarks, I want to take
note of a major event that took place today
in the United States Senate. Just a little over
an hour ago, the United States Senate, in an
overwhelmingly bipartisan vote, voted to give
the tax relief to the American people. The
House of Representatives has already voted
in favor of tax relief. So I'm pleased to report
today that tax relief is on the way.

I want to congratulate the 62 Senators who
voted for this important measure. Senator
Lott and Senator Grassley, Senator Baucus,
Senator Miller, and Senator Breaux led the
way in giving this victory to the American
people. And they deserve our country’s
thanks and praise.

The economy needs a shot in the arm, so
I call on the House and the Senate to reach
an agreement on the final tax relief package
this week. The sooner the Congress com-
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pletes its work, the sooner the American peo-
ple will have their own money in their own
pockets to save and invest as they see fit.
Our economy cannot afford any further
delays.

And now to the task at hand. I am so ap-
preciative that General Shelton and the other
leaders of the military are here. The men
and women now know how proud you are
of their decision to take another tour of duty.
And I'm proud, too. And I welcome you all
to the White House.

For two centuries this house has been the
final point of decision in the chain of com-
mand. Here President Wilson decided that
American soldiers would have to go to Eu-
rope to fight in World War I. Here Franklin
Roosevelt first learned of the attack at Pearl
Harbor, and within days, America began a
4-year war in two theaters. Here four modern
Presidents dealt with the struggle in Viet-
nam, from beginning to end.

Every major military operation of the last
200 years was set in motion at the White
House. The circumstances have varied great-
ly, but no President has ever had reason to
doubt the ability and commitment of the
American Armed Forces. You have shown
that commitment today. Like many thou-
sands of others who will reenlist this year,
you've done yourselves credit, and you've
paid your country a high tribute. The choice
was yours to make, and you volunteered
again, and your country is very grateful.

Our military depends on reenlistment.
This is especially true now, as military tech-
nology and equipment grow more complex
and more demanding. Perhaps more than
ever, the success of our all-volunteer force
requires that we keep the best people, the
most experienced technicians, and mature
leaders of the highest caliber. That is what
America gains with each one of you who
stays.

In return, America owes you every ounce
of support you need to carry out your daily
mission. When reenlistment declines, that’s
usually a sign that such support is missing.
I have promised never to let that support
waver, never to take you for granted. As long
as I live under this roof, our country and our
military will be prepared to meet any chal-
lenge the future may bring.
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