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Spain-U.S. Defense Agreement
Q. My question is for the President of the

United States. Spain would like to renew the
agreement on defense cooperation before
the end of the year. Do you think this is pos-
sible? And is the subject to a greater pres-
ence of U.S. military in the basis of——

President Bush. Es posible; es
importante. And I believe that we can finish
the discussions by the end of the year, as
to the U.S. presence in military bases here
in Spain. And I am—we’ve had a very long
discussion about this. There are going to be
discussions this summer on the subject, and
we will push hard to make sure we complete
our agreement. It’s an important agreement
for the United States.

And I appreciate so very much our close
cooperation and security arrangements with
Spain. Spain is a loyal friend and a strong
ally. And I’m so appreciative that the Presi-
dent has been straightforward and frank on
a number of subjects. Our lunch today was
one of the most beneficial lunches I’ve had
since I’ve been the President of the United
States, Mr. President. Part of the discussions
were about our military agreements. Part of
it was on issues that we don’t agree on. Most
of it is on issues where we do agree. And
I leave Spain fully confident that our rela-
tionship will be very strong and our personal
relationship will be very beneficial to the
United States and, hopefully, to Spain, as
well.

President Aznar. I’d like to confirm that
it is my hope that the agreement will be ready
by the end of the year. There are no things
such as you mention, just a few things that
need to be looked at.

I want to reiterate my thanks to President
Bush for his visit to Spain and assure all of
you that we have enjoyed extremely fruitful
talks from the bilateral and general perspec-
tives—EU, defense, and our cooperation in
various areas around the world. I particularly
expressed my thanks to the President for his
time and for being here.

Thank you very much. Good afternoon.

NOTE: The President’s seventh news conference
began at 5:50 p.m. at the Moncloa Palace. In his
remarks, President Bush referred to President
Vladimir Putin of Russia and President Fidel Cas-

tro of Cuba. A reporter referred to Gov. Jeb Bush
of Florida. President Aznar spoke in Spanish, and
his remarks were translated by an interpreter. A
portion of this news conference could not be
verified because the tape was incomplete.

Joint Statement by President George
W. Bush and President Jose Maria
Aznar
June 12, 2001

President Bush and President Aznar reaf-
firm the close friendship between the United
States and Spain, rooted in common history,
common values and common interests in Eu-
rope, the Mediterranean, Latin America, and
beyond. Building upon our Joint Declaration
of January 11, 2001, we commit ourselves to
the shared goals of enhanced bilateral rela-
tions, a stronger Transatlantic alliance, and
a Europe whole, free and at peace.

We commit to work together and with
other European states to deepen Trans-
atlantic economic relations and to seek out
solutions when we disagree. We reaffirm our
commitment to the multilateral trading sys-
tem and strongly support the launch of a new
round of global trade negotiations this year.
It is our goal to open markets, both regionally
and globally. We agree to intensify our efforts
to liberalize fully our bilateral civil aviation
relationship. We support the integration and
ongoing transformation of Europe’s new de-
mocracies and support their aspirations to
join Europe’s major institutions.

We affirm that NATO will remain the es-
sential foundation of Transatlantic security.
We are resolved to further develop our co-
operation bilaterally and within the Atlantic
Alliance and continue to make essential con-
tributions to the Alliance. NATO will con-
tinue to adapt itself to meet new missions
and challenges by strengthening its capabili-
ties; seeking to reinforce cooperation with
Russia, Ukraine and other members of the
Partnership for Peace; and continuing to
admit to its ranks European democracies
prepared to assume the responsibilities of
membership. Just as Spain’s entry into
NATO in 1982 marked a milestone in its re-
turn to the Transatlantic community, so
NATO’s continuing enlargement will allow
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new Allies to join with and make contribu-
tions to an undivided Europe and Euro-
Atlantic area. We will work together to ad-
vance NATO’s enlargement at NATO’s
Prague Summit in November, 2002.

We support efforts of NATO’s European
Members and other European nations to as-
sume greater responsibility for crisis manage-
ment in Europe by committing new re-
sources to strengthen their and NATO’s ca-
pabilities and developing the ability to man-
age efforts where NATO as a whole chooses
not to engage. The United States welcomes
the European Union’s European Security
and Defense Policy (ESDP), intended to
make Europe a stronger, more capable part-
ner in deterring and managing crises affect-
ing the security of the Transatlantic commu-
nity. We believe it is essential that the EU
develop capabilities that enable it to act when
NATO as a whole is not engaged, in a man-
ner that is fully coordinated, compatible and
transparent with NATO, and to provide for
the fullest possible participation of non-EU
European Allies. We also agree that the Alli-
ance will be able to meet the 21st century’s
new challenges most effectively by strength-
ening cooperation in Transatlantic defense
trade and the removal of unnecessary gov-
ernmental barriers and impediments to such
trade.

We reaffirm our commitment to work with
European Union and other partners to con-
solidate the peace and build lasting stability
in Southeast Europe based on democratic
governance, the rule of law, and increasing
integration into Euro-Atlantic institutions.
We condemn extremists, such as those in
Macedonia, who subvert the democratic
process through the use of violence. Our two
countries are committed to NATO-led oper-
ations in Bosnia and Kosovo, and will work
with our allies to transfer responsibilities for
public security from combat forces to special-
ized units and international police, and ulti-
mately to local authorities.

We face a growing threat from the pro-
liferation of weapons of mass destruction
(WMD) and missiles for their delivery. We
are engaged in a consultation process with
all interested parties about this new threat.
We agree on the need for a comprehensive
security strategy that encompasses both of-

fensive and defensive deterrent systems, con-
tinues nuclear arms reductions, and strength-
ens WMD and missile proliferation controls
and counter-proliferation measures.

We renew our Joint Declaration commit-
ment to combat terrorism wherever it is en-
countered; to cooperate closely in regions of
the world where Spain and the United States
share strong common interests, notably, to
promote democracy and human rights in
Latin America. We will continue our efforts
in support of the peace process in Colombia.
In this context, the July 2000 Madrid Con-
ference on Colombia is an example of trans-
atlantic cooperation that we seek to foster
in the region. We will also cooperate to bring
an end to the violence and find a lasting solu-
tion to the conflict in the Middle East.

We will help the poorest countries benefit
from the international trading system and
technological development, to support access
to information, develop economic opportuni-
ties, and foster democratic societies across
the globe. Technological development will
also help overcome hunger, poverty, and dis-
ease in the developing world. With our Afri-
can partners, we will jointly commit to ad-
dressing conflict and infectious disease—es-
pecially HIV/AIDS—and to promoting eco-
nomic growth and good governance. It is in
all of our interests to create a more stable
and peaceful world and to make available the
benefits of globalization to all peoples.

In order to pursue our consultations, we
look forward to meeting in the United States
before the end of the year, in advance of
Spain’s assuming the Presidency of the Euro-
pean Union in the first semester of 2002.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Notice—Continuation of Emergency
With Respect to Property of the
Russian Federation Relating to the
Disposition of Highly Enriched
Uranium Extracted From Nuclear
Weapons
June 11, 2001

On June 21, 2000, President Clinton
issued Executive Order 13159 (the ‘‘Order’’)
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