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And so I want to thank you for coming
to the White House to give me an oppor-
tunity to urge you to work with these five
Senators and three Congressmen, to work
hard to get this trade promotion authority
moving.

The power to be—well, most of the power
that be—sits right here. And these Members
can use your help, as can we. This call to
arms for trade promotion authority is not a
hollow call. This is important. It’s not only
important for this President; it’s important
for future Presidents, because the world is
a fantastic opportunity for us. And it’s an op-
portunity we have got to seize if we expect
to have prosperity in one of the most vital
sectors in our Nation, and that’s prosperity
on our farms and ranches, a place not only
where people will hopefully be able to make
a good living, but a place where people nur-
ture the great values of America: faith and
family.

It’s my honor to be here, to have you here.
Thanks for coming. I appreciate so very
much your giving us a chance to call you into
action. I’m honored to be up here with your
leaders, and I do want to thank the Members
of the Senate and the House for being here,
as well.

God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:28 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on Haiti
June 18, 2001

Dear lllll:
Pursuant to section 559(b) of the Foreign

Operations, Export Financing, and Related
Programs Appropriations Act, 2000, I hereby
transmit to you the final semiannual report
concerning the status of Haiti’s progress.

The report contains eight subsections that
provide information required by section
559(b) of the Act. These subsections address:

• Governmental Institutions Envisioned
in the 1987 Haitian Constitution;

• Privatization of Haiti’s Major Public En-
tities;

• Efforts to Re-sign the Lapsed Bilateral
Repatriation Agreement, and Coopera-
tion in Halting Illegal Migration;

• Investigation and Prosecution of
Extrajudicial and Political Killings, and
Cooperation with the United States in
Such Investigations;

• Removal and Maintenance of Separa-
tion of Human Rights Violators from
Haitian Public Security Entities or
Units;

• Ratification of the 1997 Maritime
Counter-Narcotics Agreement;

• Development of Haiti’s Domestic Ca-
pacity to Conduct Free, Fair, Demo-
cratic, and Administratively Sound
Elections; and

• Demonstrated Commitment of Haiti’s
Minister of Justice to the Profes-
sionalism of the Judiciary, and Progress
Toward Judicial Branch Independence.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Joseph R.
Biden, Jr., chairman, and Jesse Helms, ranking
member, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions; Robert C. Byrd, chairman, and Ted Stevens,
ranking member, Senate Committee on Appro-
priations; Henry J. Hyde, chairman, and Tom
Lantos, ranking member, House Committee on
International Relations; and C.W. Bill Young,
chairman, and David R. Obey, ranking member,
House Committee on Appropriations.

Executive Order 13217—
Community-Based Alternatives for
Individuals With Disabilities
June 18, 2001

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, and in order to
place qualified individuals with disabilities in
community settings whenever appropriate, it
is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Policy. This order is issued con-
sistent with the following findings and prin-
ciples:

(a) The United States is committed to
community-based alternatives for individuals
with disabilities and recognizes that such
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