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Sec. 3. Judicial Review. Nothing in this
order shall affect any otherwise available ju-
dicial review of agency action. This order is
intended only to improve the internal man-
agement of the Federal Government and
does not create any right or benefit, sub-
stantive or procedural, enforceable at law or
equity by a party against the United States,
its agencies or instrumentalities, its officers
or employees, or any other person.

George W. Bush

The White House,
June 18, 2001.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., June 20, 2001]

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on June 19, and it
was published in the Federal Register on June 21.

Remarks to Employees of the
Computer/Electronic
Accommodations Program
Technology Evaluation Center in
Arlington, Virginia
June 19, 2001

Thank you all. Thanks. Be seated. Please
be seated. Mr. Secretary, thank you very
much for your hospitality and your leader-
ship. Senator Jeffords, Congressmen Green,
Horn, and Langevin, thank you all for com-
ing. It’s good to see you all. These four Mem-
bers of the United States Congress have had
a piece—a hand in the strategy that I’m
about to talk about, and I thank them for
their leadership.

Dinah, thank you very much. It’s always
a joy to be around somebody who loves what
she’s doing—an enthusiastic soul, and some-
one who is making people’s lives better. And
I really appreciate you having me here. I
want to thank David Shu for his work, and
I want to thank Rhett Dawson, as well, who
is the president of the Information Tech-
nology and Industry Council.

My fellow Americans, when the Americans
with Disabilities Act was signed in 1990, our
Nation made a promise, we will no longer
underestimate the abilities of Americans with
disabilities. We will treat Americans with dis-

abilities as people to be respected, rather
than problems to be confronted.

Our Nation has made progress in both atti-
tude and law. Navigating through buildings
and buses is far easier than it was just a dec-
ade ago. Now, the growth of new tech-
nologies creates new hopes and new obsta-
cles.

The Internet brings a world of information
into a computer screen, which has enriched
the lives of many with disabilities. Yet, tech-
nology creates challenges of its own. The bril-
liant graphics that add life to many Web
pages can make it difficult for a visually im-
paired person to get the information he or
she needs from a Web site. Video technology
is turning many computers into television
sets. Yet, without closed captioning, many see
a picture and no words. And complex key-
board commands make it difficult for a per-
son with impaired motor skills to tap a com-
puter’s full potential. As a result, computer
usage and Internet access for people with
disabilities is half that of people without dis-
abilities.

Researchers here at the Department of
Defense and at other agencies throughout
the Federal Government and in the private
sector are developing solutions to these prob-
lems. I have just had the opportunity to tour
the Department’s assistive technology cen-
ter, and I saw technologies that are helping
people with disabilities enjoy the full range
of opportunities made possible by the tech-
nology boom.

Software allows hearing-impaired people
to communicate with their co-workers by
computer. Screen reading technology makes
it possible for the visually impaired to access
information on a monitor. And voice recogni-
tion software unlocks new computing possi-
bilities for people with impaired dexterity.

The technologies on display here have
helped more than 20,000 Defense Depart-
ment employees enjoy greater access to com-
munications and computing equipment. And
they will help countless individuals in the
public and private sectors become fully inte-
grated into the workplace. I’m committed to
bringing that technology to users as quickly
as possible. And I’m committed to ensuring
that Government Web sites become compat-
ible with this evolving technology. And that
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is why I’m pleased to announce that when
Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act, au-
thored by Jim Jeffords, becomes effective for
all Federal agencies next Monday, there will
be more opportunities for people of all abili-
ties to access Government information. Sec-
tion 508 requires Federal agencies to make
sure that the electronic and information tech-
nology they use is accessible for people with
disabilities.

Increasingly, Americans use information
technology to interact with their Govern-
ment. They rely on thousands of Government
Web pages to download forms, learn about
Federal programs, find out where to turn for
Government assistance, and communicate
with elected officials, such as the President.
And because of Section 508, Government
Web sites will be more accessible for millions
of Americans who have disabilities.

Section 508 will also make the Federal
Government a better employer, as roughly
120,000 Federal employees with disabilities
will have greater access to the tools they need
to better perform their jobs. This is one ex-
ample of the successful public-private part-
nerships that are removing barriers to full
community participation by Americans with
disabilities. I thank the leaders from the tech-
nology industry who are with us today for
your innovation and your ongoing coopera-
tion.

Full implementation of Section 508 is a
key element of an agenda I announced a year
ago and began implementing in February. It
is called the New Freedom Initiative, and its
goal is to prepare—is to help Americans with
disabilities realize their potential and to
achieve their dreams.

We’ve asked Congress to increase funding
to bring assistive technologies to market
more quickly, to help make them more af-
fordable for the people who need them, and
to speed research in developing new tech-
nologies. We have sought to make it easier
for Americans with disabilities to enter the
workforce by finding new ways to get people
to their jobs or relying on new technologies
to help people work from their home.

We recognize that small businesses and
community groups like churches, syna-
gogues, mosques, and civic organizations may
have trouble finding the resources to fully

comply with the ADA. So we’ve asked Con-
gress to support efforts to help them make
their facilities more accessible. And we un-
derstand that new policies will mean little
if we don’t fully enforce the ADA. So my
administration is doing just that.

While these Federal efforts are crucial to
guaranteeing full accessibility for Americans
with disabilities, we must also help them con-
nect with their local communities. So I’ve
signed an Executive order requiring full im-
plementation of the Supreme Court’s 1999
Olmstead decision. Olmstead and the ADA
rightly mandate that individuals with disabil-
ities who can receive support and treatment
in a community setting should be given a rea-
sonable opportunity to live close to their fam-
ilies and friends when appropriate.

My Executive order directs key Federal
agencies, like the Departments of Housing
and Urban Development, Labor, Health and
Human Services, Education, and Justice and
the Social Security Administration to work
with States to implement the Olmstead deci-
sion and the ADA. It directs those Agencies
to explore how we can increase community-
based services for people with disabilities,
and it directs Attorney General Ashcroft and
Secretary Thompson to fully enforce Title II
of the Americans with Disabilities Act and
ensure that no one is unjustly institutional-
ized.

Secretary Thompson has also made seed
money available to help every State develop
a plan for implementing Olmstead. The
Olmstead Executive order will increase free-
dom for people with disabilities. It is compas-
sionate. It is needed. And it is now the Fed-
eral official policy of my administration.
Americans must have the opportunity to live
independently, work productively, and par-
ticipate fully in community life.

Many Americans achieve this independ-
ence through homeownership; but too often,
the high cost of therapeutic care and assistive
equipment and technologies make the goal
of homeownership unattainable for people
with disabilities. That’s why I’m optimistic
about a pilot program led through the Con-
gress by Representative Mark Green, and
soon to be implemented by Secretary Mel
Martinez at HUD, that will allow many peo-
ple with disabilities to buy their own homes.



941Administration of George W. Bush, 2001 / June 20

By making the Section 8, low income rental
assistance program, more flexible, the Fed-
eral Government can make homeownership
a reality for more Americans.

The new Section 8 HUD pilot program,
the Olmstead Executive order, and the full
implementation of Section 508 will help
eliminate the barriers that many Americans
with disabilities face. The proposals I sent
to Congress will build on our society’s com-
mitment to welcome all Americans as friends
and neighbors. When governments, business,
and individuals work together to build a wel-
coming society, Americans of every ability
will benefit.

Thank you for what you’re doing here at
the Department of Defense. Thank you for
your compassion. And may God bless Amer-
ica.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:19 a.m. in the
auditorium at the Pentagon. In his remarks, he
referred to Defense Secretary Donald H.
Rumsfeld and Dinah Cohen, director, Computer/
Electronic Accommodations Program.

Remarks at the Summit on the 21st
Century Workforce
June 20, 2001

Thank you all very much. Thank you very
much. Please be seated. Madam Secretary,
thank you very much, and I appreciate so
very much your service to the country. I
made a good pick when I convinced Elaine
to join my Cabinet; she’s doing a terrific job.
I think Rod Paige is here, too, the Secretary
of Education. If he’s not—he is here. Hey,
Mr. Secretary. Thank you, Mr. Secretary.

Members of Congress, thank you all so
very much for being here. I spend a lot of
quality time with Members of Congress these
days. [Laughter] I think we’re making pretty
good progress, and I appreciate you all for
coming.

I want to thank the business and labor
leaders who are here. And I want to thank
you all for taking an interest in the American
workforce.

As Elaine mentioned, I just came back
from Europe and had a fascinating experi-
ence. It’s such an honor to represent our
great Nation around the world. We’ve spent

a lot of time talking about industry and trade
and commerce; after all, we trade over a tril-
lion dollars a year between Europe and the
United States. And I reminded people a solid
truth, that the strength of our economy de-
pends upon the people who go to work every
day—that there is a lot of fiscal matters that
we’ll take up and monetary matters, but the
truth of the matter is, the great strength of
the American economy is our workforce, the
hard men and women who work every single
day to make a living. And that is your concern
today, and I commend you all very much for
giving this conference your time and your in-
terest and your talent.

Our responsibilities are clear: We should
try to make it easier for people to find good
jobs by giving them the education and train-
ing they need to succeed; second, we should
help them keep good jobs and encourage em-
ployers to do more for their workers; and
third, we owe them a chance to build a nest
egg that will help them maintain a high
standard of living in their retirement years.

As you well know, a successful working life
usually begins with a good education. This
has always been true. But it’s even more true
as our economy changes. We live in a time
of incredible opportunities to succeed, and
every child growing up in America, regard-
less of background or accent, deserves an
equal chance to take advantage of these op-
portunities. Five months after the day that
I was inaugurated, I am pleased to say that
we are nearing historic reforms in public
education. This is a victory for every child
and for every family in America.

Last week education reform passed the
Senate by a vote of 91 to 8. When these re-
forms become law, schools will have more
freedom from needless meddling by Wash-
ington. There will be fewer mandates and
regulations for schools to meet, more free-
dom and more flexibility, as schools live up
to high standards they will now be required
to meet.

You see, I believe every child can learn.
I believe we’ve got to start with the mind-
set that every child in America can learn. And
we need to raise the bar and trust local peo-
ple to meet the standards and—the high
standards. Every public school, starting next
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