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Well, thank you all very much. I’m hon-
ored to join so many good friends. And I’m
pleased to help pay tribute to a great Gov-
ernor, a great Cabinet Secretary, and a good
man, my friend Tommy Thompson.

Tonight we salute Tommy Thompson for
his 14 years as Wisconsin’s Governor. For al-
most a decade and a half, Tommy was a pio-
neer. From school choice to health care,
Tommy was always on the cutting edge, look-
ing for new ideas even while holding to time-
less principles.

Perhaps his greatest legacies were in
changing the way the government treats the
poor and empowering thousands of people
by replacing their welfare checks with pay-
checks. Not long ago, welfare reform was just
a dream. Today, thanks in large part to
Tommy Thompson, welfare reform is the
law.

Tommy Thompson is one of the finest
public servants in America. His commitment
is matched by his courage, and his diligence
is equaled by his devotion. These days,
Tommy is bringing his commonsense leader-
ship and results-oriented approach to the
Department of Health and Human Services.
He is leading the way as our administration
works to promote the health and welfare of
all Americans through greater research, new
technologies, and sound science. I’m hon-
ored to have this good man as a part of my
team.

So Tommy, thanks for who you are and
what you do. You have made a difference
in the lives of so many people in Wisconsin,
just as you are now making a difference in
the lives of so many Americans.

Thank you very much, and God bless.

NOTE: The President’s remarks were videotaped
at approximately 4:30 p.m. on June 19 in the Li-
brary at the White House for a tribute to Tommy
Thompson at the Metropolitan Milwaukee Cham-
ber of Commerce in Milwaukee, WI, on June 21.
The transcript was released by the Office of the
Press Secretary on June 21. A tape was not avail-
able for verification of the content of these re-
marks.

Remarks at a Dinner for Senator
Jeff Sessions in Birmingham
June 21, 2001

Thank you all very much. Thank you, all.
Be seated. Jeff said, ‘‘Why don’t you come
over to Birmingham and have dinner with
a couple of my buddies.’’ [Laughter] I said,
‘‘Okay.’’ I’m glad I came. Thank you for that
warm welcome, and thank you for giving me
the chance to be the President of the greatest
Nation on the face of the Earth.

First, I’m here to urge the people of Ala-
bama to send this good man, Jeff Sessions,
back to the United States Senate. He’s doing
a great job. He’s a solid citizen who brings
integrity to the office. Plus, he’s got a friend
in the White House. [Laughter] He married
well, too. [Laughter] It’s good to be here with
Mary.

I’m so sorry that my wife isn’t here. I can’t
tell you how proud I am of Laura. She’s made
a big difference already in the White House.
She has trained one small puppy. [Laughter]
She keeps her husband in line. And she
brings a lot of class to the Office of the First
Lady, and I’m proud of her.

After I speak, I’m heading to our ranch
in central Texas, where I will spend some
quality time with Laura. And frankly, I’m
honored to be here. I’m looking forward to
sharing some wisdom—but I can’t wait to get
back home. [Laughter] Washington, DC, is
a great place to work, but Texas is a great
place to relax.

I’m honored to be here, as well, with the
Lieutenant Governor of the State of Ala-
bama, Steve Windom; the attorney general,
Bill Pryor. I’m so pleased that my friend Bill
Cabaniss is here. I want to thank the Mem-
bers of the United States Congress who have
traveled here with me today: the Congress-
man from this district, Spencer Bachus; Rob-
ert Aderholt; Terry Everett; Congressman
Bob Riley; and Sonny Callahan. This is a fine
delegation from Alabama who are conserv-
ative and compassionate, and I’m proud to
call them friends, and you ought to be proud
to call them Members of the United States
Congress.

I want to thank—I don’t know if Red
Blount is here or not, but I spent a little time
in Alabama in 1972 working for Red Blount’s
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