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that’s first and foremost. You know, it’s— ei-
ther you’re an optimist in life or not. And
I’m optimistic that we can get—start the
process of Mitchell at some point in time.

Q. But Mr. Prime Minister——
Prime Minister Sharon. I would like to

answer to the Israeli Radio. Yesterday we had
16 terror attacks. And that included multi-
fire; it included side bombs; it included
shooting and sniping. We had 10 wounded.
So all together, generally speaking, maybe
there are less, but still terror is going on. And
by now, though I would like very much to
hear that Chairman Arafat instructed to re-
arrest those terrorists which are planning and
sending and mobilizing those suiciders, he
has not done it yet. He has not instructed
to arrest them, and they were not arrested.
And beside that, he has not instructed yet
to stop incitement. And that, of course, he
could do—I would say he could have done
it immediately because he controlled the—
[inaudible]—completely.

Q. But will you negotiate under fire, Mr.
Prime Minister? Will you negotiate under
fire?

Prime Minister Sharon. I’ve said it very
clearly. Israel will not negotiate under fire
and under terror. We said it because if we
do that, we’ll never reach peace. That is the
point. It’s not—what I’m saying is not an ob-
stacle, not a barrier against peace. On the
contrary, if we will be very strict, then the
Palestinians will understand they cannot gain
anything by terror. Therefore, we have to be
very strict in order to reach peace, which all
of us would like to have.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:25 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Pal-
estinian Authority. The President also referred to
the Mitchell report, the Report of the Sharm el-
Sheikh Fact-Finding Committee, issued April 30,
2001. A tape was not available for verification of
the content of these remarks.
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By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

The United States has a vital interest in
assuring peace and stability in Europe. In the
Western Balkans, the United States is en-
gaged, together with North Atlantic Treaty
Organization Allies, the Organization for Se-
curity and Cooperation in Europe, United
Nations missions, the European Union, and
other international organizations in an effort
to achieve peace, stability, reconciliation, and
democratic development and to facilitate the
region’s integration into the European main-
stream. The United States views full imple-
mentation of the Dayton Peace Accords in
Bosnia and United Nations Security Council
Resolution 1244 in Kosovo as critical to these
efforts.

In furtherance of these objectives, the
United States has provided military, diplo-
matic, financial, and logistical support to
international institutions established in the
region and to civil and security authorities.
The United States has a direct and significant
interest in the success of such initiatives and
in the safety of personnel involved in them,
including numerous United States military
and Government officials.

In light of these objectives, I have deter-
mined that it is in the interests of the United
States to restrict the entry into the United
States of persons responsible for actions that
threaten international stabilization efforts in
the Western Balkans region, and of persons
responsible for wartime atrocities committed
in that region since 1991.
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Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, in-
cluding section 212(f) of the Immigration
and Nationality Act of 1952, as amended (8
U.S.C. 1182(f)), and section 301 of title 3,
United States Code, hereby find that the un-
restricted immigrant and nonimmigrant
entry into the United States of persons de-
scribed in section 1 of this proclamation
would, except as provided for in sections 2
and 3 of this proclamation, be detrimental
to the interests of the United States. I there-
fore hereby proclaim that:

Section 1. The immigrant and non-
immigrant entry into the United States of the
following persons is hereby suspended:

(a) Persons who, through violent or other
acts: (i) seek to obstruct the implementation
of the Dayton Peace Accords (the ‘‘Dayton
Agreements’’) or United Nations Security
Council Resolution 1244 of June 10, 1999;
(ii) seek to undermine the authority or secu-
rity of the United Nations Interim Adminis-
tration Mission in Kosovo, the international
security presence in Kosovo known as the
Kosovo Force, the Office of the High Rep-
resentative in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the
international security presence in Bosnia
known as the Stabilization Force, the Organi-
zation for Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope, the International Criminal Tribunal for
the former Yugoslavia, or other international
organizations and entities present in the re-
gion pursuant to the Dayton Agreement or
United Nations Security Council resolutions,
including but not limited to Resolutions 827,
1031, and 1244; (iii) seek to intimidate or
to prevent displaced persons or refugees
from returning to their places of residence
in any area or state of the Western Balkans
region; or (iv) otherwise seek to undermine
peace, stability, reconciliation, or democratic
development in any area or state of the West-
ern Balkans region.

(b) Persons who are responsible for direct-
ing, planning, or carrying out wartime atroc-
ities, including but not limited to acts in fur-
therance of ‘‘ethnic cleansing,’’ committed in
any area or state of the Western Balkans re-
gion since 1991.

Sec. 2. Section 1 of this proclamation shall
not apply with respect to any person other-
wise covered by section 1 where entry of such
person would not be contrary to the interest
of the United States.

Sec. 3. Persons covered by sections 1 and
2 of this proclamation shall be identified by
the Secretary of State or the Secretary’s des-
ignee, in his or her sole discretion, pursuant
to such procedures as the Secretary may es-
tablish under section 5 of this proclamation.

Sec. 4. Nothing in this proclamation shall
be construed to derogate from United States
Government obligations under applicable
international agreements.

Sec. 5. The Secretary of State shall have
responsibility for implementing this procla-
mation pursuant to such procedures as the
Secretary may establish.

Sec. 6. This proclamation is effective im-
mediately and shall remain in effect until
such time as the Secretary of State deter-
mines that it is no longer necessary and
should be terminated, either in whole or in
part. The Secretary of State shall advise the
Attorney General of such determination,
which shall become effective upon publica-
tion in the Federal Register.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-sixth day of June, in the
year of our Lord two thousand one, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:33 a.m., June 28, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on June 27, and it was
published in the Federal Register on June 29.

Executive Order 13219—Blocking
Property of Persons Who Threaten
International Stabilization Efforts in
the Western Balkans
June 26, 2001

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the
International Emergency Economic Powers
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