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Remarks at DeSoto Elementary
School in New York City
October 3, 2001

The President. Okay. Thanks for letting
us come. Can I introduce some people here?
Mayor Rudy—do you know the mayor of
New York, Rudy Giuliani? The Governor,
George Pataki, of New York. And I’m Presi-
dent George Bush. And I wanted to come
by your school to say a couple of things.

First, I want to say to the teachers who
work in this school, and all throughout New
York, how much we appreciate the courage
that New York teachers showed. There are
some—there’s a lot of talk about heroes in
our society. A hero is somebody you look up
to, of course, and the teachers of New York
City were very heroic.

They were not only heroic in taking boys
and girls your age out of the buildings and
helping them find places to stay at night or
making sure nobody got hurt; they’re heroic
today. You know why? Because they love you.
And if you’ve got any worries about what took
place at the World Trade Center, they want
to help you. Some of you—yes, they do want
to help you, sure. They want to comfort you,
and they want to make sure that you under-
stand what went on. And I want to thank
the teachers a lot. And I know the mayor
and the Governor join me, as well.

I also want to tell you, you live in a great
country. You know that; you’ve been telling
me that. The principal’s saying that you’re
practicing—that they’re learning about patri-
otism. It looks like they’ve got—Stephen, for
example, ‘‘I love America,’’ he writes. Do you
know what? There’s a lot of people who love
America today.

And one of the things that we’re learning
out of our sadness is what a great country
this is. And the best way to realize this coun-
try is to learn how to read and write, and
that’s what you’re doing here; is to study
hard, because this country says, if you work
hard, you can realize your dreams. And that’s
what we’re here to say to you.

We want to thank you very much for let-
ting us come by. We want to thank your prin-
cipals and thank your teachers. Tell your
moms and dads hello. It’s good to see you.

Anybody have any questions for me or the
mayor?

Q. Mr. President——
The President. You’ve already asked your

questions. [Laughter] I’ve never seen some-
body try to ask so many questions in one day
in my life. [Laughter]

Well, anyway, thank you very much—are
you planting questions? [Laughter]

Thanks for letting us come by. A lot of
people care for you—they really do—starting
with your moms and your dads and your
teachers here. A lot of people love you, too.
Thanks for letting us come by to say hello.
Bye-bye.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:14 p.m. in room
204 of the school, which is also known as P.S.
130. In his remarks, he referred to Mayor Ru-
dolph W. Giuliani of New York City; Gov. George
E. Pataki of New York; and Lily Woo and Howard
Epstein, principal and assistant principal of the
school.

Statement on Senate Action on a
Bilateral Trade Agreement With
Vietnam

October 3, 2001

Today’s Senate action to establish a bilat-
eral trade agreement with Vietnam is a sig-
nificant step toward strengthening the ties
between our two countries and promoting
strength and stability in this important re-
gion. The agreement will provide American
companies with access to a large and growing
market and, through the reforms it promotes,
it will help create a more prosperous and en-
gaged Vietnam. The trade agreement also
brings hope for improving human rights. I
look forward to signing this legislation into
law.
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Proclamation 7477—National Breast
Cancer Awareness Month, 2001
October 3, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
This October, as we mark the 12th observ-

ance of National Breast Cancer Awareness
Month, we renew our commitment to the
struggle against breast cancer and salute the
courage of Americans living with this serious
disease. The effects of breast cancer have
touched many of us, whether through per-
sonal diagnosis or the diagnosis of a family
member or friend.

We may know someone who has survived
breast cancer due to early detection and im-
proved treatment. Unfortunately, we also
know that a cure cannot come soon enough.
This year, approximately 192,000 women will
be diagnosed with breast cancer. By increas-
ing awareness about the importance of early
detection and accelerating the use of recent
innovative advances in medical research, we
can reduce the incidence of breast cancer in
our Nation.

Until a cure is found, health care profes-
sionals agree that regular mammograms are
essential to ensuring the early detection of
breast cancer. The good news is that the mes-
sage about early detection is being heard. In
1998, almost 70 percent of women age 40
and older had a mammogram in the last two
years. And this year, Medicare coverage was
expanded to include digital mammograms,
offering women another approach for early
detection.

As the primary agency in the United States
for cancer research, the National Cancer In-
stitute (NCI) leads the research efforts to
find a cure for this disease. Our goal is a
future free of breast cancer. We will achieve
this goal by developing new treatments and
therapies and by better understanding what
causes breast cancer. The NCI will spend an
estimated $463.8 million on breast cancer re-
search this year. That figure will increase to
an estimated $510 million next year; and
overall National Institutes of Health (NIH)
expenditures on breast cancer research are
slated to reach $630 million for Fiscal Year

2002. My Administration supports an in-
crease in spending for the NIH, of which
NCI is a part, and has proposed that, by
2003, funding for NIH be twice what it was
in 1998.

I urge all Americans at risk for breast can-
cer to use appropriate screenings that can
detect it at its initial stages. Until we find
a cure, early detection is our most essential
tool in fighting this disease. Recent medical
successes allow us to say that the war on
breast cancer will succeed.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do
hereby proclaim October 2001, as National
Breast Cancer Awareness Month. I call upon
government officials, businesses, commu-
nities, health care professionals, educators,
volunteers, and all the people of the United
States to publicly reaffirm our Nation’s
strong and continuing commitment to con-
trolling and curing breast cancer.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this third day of October, in the
year of our Lord two thousand one, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 5, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on October 9.

Proclamation 7478—National
Disability Employment Awareness
Month, 2001
October 3, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Our Nation’s annual observance of Na-

tional Disability Employment Awareness
Month allows us to reflect upon, and con-
sider the potential possessed by, the millions
of Americans with disabilities who currently
serve in our workforce, as well as those who
are ready and willing to join the workforce.
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