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Proclamation 7477—National Breast
Cancer Awareness Month, 2001
October 3, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
This October, as we mark the 12th observ-

ance of National Breast Cancer Awareness
Month, we renew our commitment to the
struggle against breast cancer and salute the
courage of Americans living with this serious
disease. The effects of breast cancer have
touched many of us, whether through per-
sonal diagnosis or the diagnosis of a family
member or friend.

We may know someone who has survived
breast cancer due to early detection and im-
proved treatment. Unfortunately, we also
know that a cure cannot come soon enough.
This year, approximately 192,000 women will
be diagnosed with breast cancer. By increas-
ing awareness about the importance of early
detection and accelerating the use of recent
innovative advances in medical research, we
can reduce the incidence of breast cancer in
our Nation.

Until a cure is found, health care profes-
sionals agree that regular mammograms are
essential to ensuring the early detection of
breast cancer. The good news is that the mes-
sage about early detection is being heard. In
1998, almost 70 percent of women age 40
and older had a mammogram in the last two
years. And this year, Medicare coverage was
expanded to include digital mammograms,
offering women another approach for early
detection.

As the primary agency in the United States
for cancer research, the National Cancer In-
stitute (NCI) leads the research efforts to
find a cure for this disease. Our goal is a
future free of breast cancer. We will achieve
this goal by developing new treatments and
therapies and by better understanding what
causes breast cancer. The NCI will spend an
estimated $463.8 million on breast cancer re-
search this year. That figure will increase to
an estimated $510 million next year; and
overall National Institutes of Health (NIH)
expenditures on breast cancer research are
slated to reach $630 million for Fiscal Year

2002. My Administration supports an in-
crease in spending for the NIH, of which
NCI is a part, and has proposed that, by
2003, funding for NIH be twice what it was
in 1998.

I urge all Americans at risk for breast can-
cer to use appropriate screenings that can
detect it at its initial stages. Until we find
a cure, early detection is our most essential
tool in fighting this disease. Recent medical
successes allow us to say that the war on
breast cancer will succeed.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do
hereby proclaim October 2001, as National
Breast Cancer Awareness Month. I call upon
government officials, businesses, commu-
nities, health care professionals, educators,
volunteers, and all the people of the United
States to publicly reaffirm our Nation’s
strong and continuing commitment to con-
trolling and curing breast cancer.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this third day of October, in the
year of our Lord two thousand one, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 5, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on October 9.

Proclamation 7478—National
Disability Employment Awareness
Month, 2001
October 3, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Our Nation’s annual observance of Na-

tional Disability Employment Awareness
Month allows us to reflect upon, and con-
sider the potential possessed by, the millions
of Americans with disabilities who currently
serve in our workforce, as well as those who
are ready and willing to join the workforce.
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In keeping with this year’s theme, ‘‘Win with
Ability,’’ we recognize and salute the skills,
creativity, and dedication of working people
with disabilities and take appreciative note
of their commitment to our Nation and its
continued prosperity.

When President George H. W. Bush
signed the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) in 1990, our Nation made a promise
to no longer underestimate the abilities of
disabled Americans. That Act, and its subse-
quent implementation, has liberated the en-
ergies and talents of millions of Americans
with disabilities. We have seen evidence of
progress in improved access to employment,
public places, commercial facilities, informa-
tion technology, telecommunication services,
housing, schools, and polling places.

Although America has made great progress
since the signing of the ADA, many opportu-
nities for further improvement still exist. My
Administration is committed to tearing down
any barriers that unreasonably prevent the
full participation of Americans with disabil-
ities. I proposed my New Freedom Initiative
to help disabled Americans realize their
dreams through meaningful and successful
careers. I also have proposed programs that
will give persons with disabilities greater ac-
cess to technology, which will increase their
productive capacity and allow some to work
at home. My proposed programs will expand
educational opportunities, facilitate the in-
clusion of people with disabilities into the
workforce, and will allow increased participa-
tion in community life. I have signed an Ex-
ecutive Order requiring full implementation
of the Supreme Court’s 1999 Olmstead Deci-
sion mandating that individuals with disabil-
ities, who can receive support and treatment
in a community setting, should be given a
reasonable opportunity to live close to their
families and friends, when appropriate.

We can no longer accept the continued
existence of barriers, whether physical or so-
cial, that unreasonably prevent persons with
disabilities from full integration into our soci-
ety. I ask every citizen to join me in recog-
nizing and valuing the contributions that peo-
ple with disabilities have made to our society
and to commit to a collective effort that cre-
ates reasonable access for disabled persons
to all that America has to offer.

By joint resolution approved August 11,
1945, as amended (36 U.S.C. 121), the Con-
gress has, each year since 1945, called upon
this Nation to recognize the contributions
that workers with disabilities have made, and
requested the President to issue a proclama-
tion calling for appropriate ceremonies and
activities.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 2001, as
National Disability Employment Awareness
Month. I call upon government leaders, labor
leaders, and employers to collaborate to en-
sure the full inclusion of our Nation’s persons
with disabilities in the 21st Century work-
force.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this third day of October, in the
year of our Lord two thousand one, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 5, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on October 9.

Remarks to Department of State
Employees
October 4, 2001

Thank you very much. Please be seated.
Thank you all. Mr. Secretary, I’m honored
you invited me back. [Laughter] I’m glad to
be back to be able to say thanks, on behalf
of the American people, to the patriots who
work for our Department of State. Thanks
for your hard work. Thanks for your dedica-
tion. Thanks for your love of America.

I’m also here to announce an initiative to
help the Afghan people in a time of crisis
and in a time of need. America will stand
strong and will oppose the sponsors of terror,
and America will stand strong and help those
people who are hurt by those regimes.

Mr. Secretary, I am proud of your leader-
ship. Last time I came, I predicted you would
be a great Secretary of State. You have not
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