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Proclamation 7479—Death of
Michael J. Mansfield

October 5, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

As a mark of respect for the memory of
Michael J. Mansfield, retired Majority Lead-
er of the United States Senate and Ambas-
sador of the United States to Japan, I hereby
order, by the authority vested in me as Presi-
dent of the United States by the Constitution
and the laws of the United States of America,
that on the day of his interment, the flag of
the United States shall be flown at half-staff
at the White House and upon all public
buildings and grounds, at all military posts
and naval stations, and on all naval vessels
of the Federal Government in the District
of Columbia and throughout the United
States and its Territories and possessions
until sunset on such day. I also direct that
the flag shall be flown at half-staff for the
same lengths of time at all United States em-
bassies, legations, consular offices, and other
facilities abroad, including all military facili-
ties and naval vessels and stations.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifth day of October, in the year
of our Lord two thousand one, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
12:11 p.m., October 9, 2001]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 10. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Proclamation 7480—Fire Prevention
Week, 2001

October 5, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

The well-being of our Nation’s citizens re-
quires that families, communities, emer-
gency workers, and health professionals work
together to ensure the highest levels of pub-
lic safety. This goal is particularly important
with respect to fire prevention. The 2000 Na-
tional Fire Experience Survey, conducted by
the National Fire Protection Association
(NFPA), reveals that fire claimed more than
4,000 American lives last year. In 2000, fire
killed someone every 130 minutes and in-
jured someone every 24 minutes. Fire also
takes a significant economic toll on America,
accounting for more than $11 billion in prop-
erty loss last year.

In the United States, fires caused by cook-
ing, heating, or electricity amount to almost
half of all home fires. These accidental fires,
though common, are also among the most
preventable. Their high rates of occurrence
point to the vital importance of safety and
knowledge in helping to prevent these types
of fires and thereby avoid the tragic deaths
and serious injuries that they can cause.

This year marks the annual observance of
Fire Prevention Week, sponsored by the Na-
tional Fire Protection Association. The
event’s theme, “Cover the Bases and Strike
Out Fire,” encourages children and families
to take an active role in preventing home
fires and the injuries and deaths they cause,
by conducting home fire safety inspections
and preparing and practicing home fire drills.
The NFPA is joining forces with the Federal
Emergency Management Agency, through
the United States Fire Administration, and
with fire departments throughout the coun-
try to raise awareness of the leading causes
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