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Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on Iraq’s
Compliance With United Nations
Security Council Resolutions
October 11, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Consistent with the Authorization for Use

of Military Force Against Iraq Resolution
(Public Law 102–1) and as part of my effort
to keep the Congress fully informed, I am
reporting on the status of efforts to obtain
Iraq’s compliance with the resolutions adopt-
ed by the United Nations Security Council.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: Letters were sent to J. Dennis Hastert,
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and
Robert C. Byrd, President pro tempore of the
Senate. This letter was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on October 12. An original
was not available for verification of the content
of this letter.

Remarks to the March of Dimes
Volunteer Leadership Conference
October 12, 2001

Thank you very much. Thank you all.
Thank you all very much. Okay. Thank you
all very much for your warm welcome. I’m
honored to be here. I understand that for
more than six decades, the volunteers and
supporters of the March of Dimes have given
help and hope to those in need, and I’m here
to say thanks on behalf of the American peo-
ple.

I’m also here to ask Americans for a good
deed, something the children of America can
do to help the children of Afghanistan.

Before I begin, I want to thank Tommy
Thompson for his leadership. He left a great
State—almost as good as Texas—[laugh-
ter]—to come and serve his country. And
he’s doing a fabulous job. As you know, there
was a recent incident with anthrax in Florida.
And Tommy handled that incident with such
calm and such purpose and got the facts on
the table early so that the American people
were able to react in a way that did not dis-
rupt their lives and, at the same time, felt

comfortable that our Government was doing
everything we could possibly do to protect
the lives of citizens. Tommy is doing a great
job. I’m glad I picked him, and I’m glad he
came.

I, too, want to thank Gary and Jennifer
for their leadership; thank the members of
the trustees who are here. I want to thank
the sponsors of the March of Dimes in this
convention who are here. And I particularly
want to thank the volunteers from all across
America who have come today.

I not only appreciate your hard work on
behalf of children in America; I appreciate
you setting a good example by getting on the
airplanes and trains and buses and going
about the business of America. We will not
let the terrorists hold us hostage in our coun-
try.

I’m especially proud to be here with an
organization that’s one of the most successful
voluntary health organizations in the history
of our Nation. For more than 60 years, 60
long years, the March of Dimes has coupled
compassion and persistence. Your resolve in
combating disease has changed the world in
which we live.

Today, you’re advocating better access to
prenatal care, expanded health care cov-
erage, and a greater awareness of proper nu-
trition and immunization. You’re supporting
genetic testing, screening, and research.
These efforts are saving the lives of women
and children and advancing the frontiers of
medicine. You’re working to reduce birth
rates by 10 percent, reduce infant mortality
to 7 per 1,000 live births, limit low birth rate
to no more than 5 percent of all live births,
and increase the number of women who get
prenatal care in the first trimester to 90 per-
cent—such important goals for our country,
such an admirable cause. And I’m here to
thank you for it.

Advancing these frontiers is also a priority
of my administration, as Tommy pointed out.
We’re working with Congress to increase
funding for the National Institutes of Health
by $2.8 billion next year. And that’s part of
an effort to double NIH’s funding to develop
treatments and cures for some of the most
deadly and debilitating diseases, diseases that
affect Americans of all ages.
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