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NOTE: The President spoke at 8:50 a.m. at the
Park Avenue Seventh Regiment Armory. In his
remarks, he referred to Commissioner Bernard
B. Kerik, NYPD; Edward Cardinal Egan, Arch-
bishop of New York; Gov. George E. Pataki of
New York; Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani and
Mayor-elect Michael Bloomberg of New York
City; and Deputy Secretary of Veterans Affairs
Leo S. Mackay, Jr.

Statement on the Ministerial
Decision To Admit the People’s
Republic of China and Taiwan Into
the World Trade Organization
November 11, 2001

I welcome the unanimous decisions made
this week by trade ministers meeting in
Doha, Qatar, to admit the People’s Republic
of China and Taiwan into the World Trade
Organization (WTO). I believe that the entry
of China and Taiwan into the WTO will
strengthen the global trading system and ex-
pand world economic growth.

China, with more than 1.2 billion people
and a one trillion dollar annual gross domes-
tic product, is one of the fastest growing
economies in the world. Taiwan is the world’s
16th largest economy. The decision in
Doha—reached following many years of ne-
gotiations—marks a formal agreement by the
142 members of the WTO on the steps that
China and Taiwan must take to open their
markets as WTO members. Taking these
steps will introduce greater competition into
both economies and mean that both follow
the same trade rules as the United States and
other trading partners. This, in turn, will gen-
erate greater trade and investment that will
bring benefits to businesses, consumers, and
workers in all of our economies.

I am confident that China’s entry into the
WTO will bring other benefits to China be-
yond the expected economic benefits. WTO
membership, for example, will require China
to strengthen the rule of law and introduce
certain civil reforms, such as the publication
of rules. In the long run, an open, rules-based
Chinese economy will be an important un-
derpinning for Chinese democratic reforms.

China and Taiwan now face the challenge
of implementing their WTO commitments.
The United States stands ready to work con-

structively with both economies to assist
them in meeting the challenges of implemen-
tation. We also look forward to the great ben-
efits we know that greater trade will bring
to all our peoples.

Remarks Following Discussions With
Former President Nelson Mandela of
South Africa

November 12, 2001

President Bush. It’s been my honor to
welcome a man whose name symbolizes free-
dom and courage, to the Oval Office. Presi-
dent Mandela is going to say a few words,
and I will say some after he finishes.

Welcome.
President Mandela. Well, firstly, I would

like to express my deepest sympathies for the
crash that took place today. And it’s unfortu-
nate that that would happen at this time,
when the United States lost so many people
on the 11th of September. But I know that
you have quite a strong leader, and the peo-
ple of the United States of America can face
disaster, and I’m sure that they will overcome
this unfortunate incident.

I also want to say that one of the reasons
for coming here is to be able to express my
support for the President for his action in
Afghanistan. The United States of America
lost 5,000 people—innocent people—and it
is quite correct for the President to ensure
that the terrorists, those masterminds as well
as those who have executed the action and
survived, are to be punished heavily.

And it would be disastrous if the President
gave in to the call that the Army must now
withdraw, before he has actually flushed out
the terrorists. That would be disaster. They
will claim that they have defeated the United
States of America, and they will continue
doing the same thing. So I support him to
continue until those terrorists have been
tracked down.

President Bush. Mr. President, you don’t
have to worry about me. We are going to
bring them to justice. And I want to thank
you for your support. I also want to thank
you for your wisdom and your leadership in
Burundi. You made a huge difference.
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The President said, why would I welcome
a pensioner to the Oval Office? And the rea-
son why is because he is such a strong man.
And it’s been my honor to greet you and wel-
come you. And thank you for your words of
condolences.

American Airlines Flight 587 Crash
I, too, want to express my heartfelt sym-

pathies for the citizens of New York, those
on the airplane, those whose houses were
damaged, those who were hurt on the
ground, for the recent incident that took
place. It is heartbreaking to have picked up
the phone and called my friend, Rudy
Giuliani, and Governor George Pataki and
once again expressed our condolences, and
at the same time, assured the people of New
York our Federal Government will respond
as quickly as possible.

We sent our FEMA teams over; the FBI
is over there. And this investigation is being
led by the National Transportation Safety
Board to make sure that the facts are fully
known to the American people.

The New York people have suffered
mightily; they suffer again. But there’s no
doubt in my mind that the New Yorkers are
resilient and strong and courageous people
and will help their neighbors overcome this
recent incident that took place.

May God bless the victims and their fami-
lies.

Mr. President, welcome to Washington,
and thank you for coming.

President Mandela. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:10 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani of New
York City and Gov. George E. Pataki of New York.

Proclamation 7500—National
American Indian Heritage Month,
2001
November 12, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The strength of our Nation comes from

its people. As the early inhabitants of this

great land, the native peoples of North Amer-
ica played a unique role in the shaping of
our Nation’s history and culture. During this
month when we celebrate Thanksgiving, we
especially celebrate their heritage and the
contributions of American Indian and Alaska
Native peoples to this Nation.

Since our Nation’s birth, pluralism and di-
versity have been hallmarks of the American
experience and success. In 1782, the Found-
ing Fathers chose as our national motto ‘‘E
Pluribus Unum,’’ which means ‘‘out of many,
one.’’ Today, America’s unity, derived from
a mix of many diverse cultures and people,
grandly embodies the vision expressed by our
Founders. American Indian and Alaska Na-
tive cultures have made remarkable con-
tributions to our national identity. Their
unique spiritual, artistic, and literary con-
tributions, together with their vibrant cus-
toms and celebrations, enliven and enrich
our land.

As we move into the 21st century, Amer-
ican Indians and Alaska Natives will play a
vital role in maintaining our Nation’s strength
and prosperity. Almost half of America’s Na-
tive American tribal leaders have served in
the United States Armed Forces, following
in the footsteps of their forebears who distin-
guished themselves during the World Wars
and the conflicts in Korea, Vietnam, and the
Persian Gulf.

Their patriotism again appeared after the
September 11 attacks, as American Indian
law enforcement officers volunteered to
serve in air marshal programs. On the local
level, American Indians and Alaska Natives
are strengthening their communities through
education and business development, open-
ing the doors to opportunity, and contrib-
uting to a brighter future for all.

My Administration will continue to work
with tribal governments on a sovereign to
sovereign basis to provide Native Americans
with new economic and educational opportu-
nities. Indian education programs will remain
a priority, so that no American child, includ-
ing no Native American child, is left behind.
We will protect and honor tribal sovereignty
and help to stimulate economic development
in reservation communities. We will work
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