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what we’re working on. And I’m convinced
that we can do a very good job of meeting
that objective.

So, Mr. General, thanks for coming. It’s
an honor to have you back. I appreciate you
bringing your team with you.

Secretary-General Annan. Thank you
very much, Mr. President, for the discussions
this morning with my team.

The Afghan people have suffered for quite
a long time through a series of wars and, re-
cently, drought. And we’ve been trying to get
food to them, and as the President said, it’s
not always been easy. Even sometimes when
we have the food in the country, we cannot
always get it to the needy.

We are now, with the help of the U.S. and
other donors, able to get in as much food
as we think we will need. But because of
the insecurity, we have difficulties reaching
the needy and the people, and we are work-
ing on that. And I hope the situation will
clarify in the not-too-distant future to allow
us to reach all those in need.

I think it is important for the public to
know the numbers we are dealing with, and
here I’m talking about refugees, Afghan refu-
gees in the neighboring countries, particu-
larly Pakistan and Iran, and the internally dis-
placed people. We are talking about 6 million
needy people—between 6 million to 7.5 mil-
lion. We are going to do our best, with the
support that we are getting.

And I think, on the political front, if I may
say a word, we are meeting the Afghan par-
ties in Bonn. Mr. Brahimi is discussing with
them as we sit here. And so far, they’re off
to a good start. The parties seem to want
a broadbased government, and I hope they
will be able to settle this—the establishment
of the government—before they leave Bonn.

The willingness of the U.S. and other
donor countries and the international com-
munity is clear, to work with them in rebuild-
ing their society. But we need a partner, and
the partner has to be an effective Afghan
Government that is cohesive, that is stable,
that will work with the donor community to
ensure that the resources that are being ap-
plied to rehabilitation and reconstruction is
used effectively.

The challenge is theirs. They have an his-
toric opportunity to put the past behind them

and form a broadbased government that will
be loyal to the Afghan people and respect
its international obligations. And if they do
that, from all the commitments that I have
heard from the President and other leaders,
the resources will be there over the period,
in a sustained manner, to help rebuild Af-
ghanistan.

So I urge them to seize the moment for
the sake of their people and for the sake of
their country.

President Bush. Thank you, Mr. General.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:51 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, the Secretary-General referred to U.N.
Special Representative for Afghanistan Lakhdar
Brahimi. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.

Remarks Following Discussions With
President Jose Maria Aznar of Spain
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President Bush. It’s my honor to welcome
a friend of mine and a friend of our country,
the President of Spain, to the White House.
Jose Maria was on the phone early, right after
September the 11th. He assured me that he
would cooperate in any way possible in our
mutual desire to fight terror. And he has
lived up to his word, and for that, I am grate-
ful.

I asked nations to join us in bringing peo-
ple to justice who are evil, who don’t respect
the law, and this President responded. Re-
cently, Spain has arrested Al Qaida members
and has shared information about those Al
Qaida members, and it’s incredibly helpful.
And for that, Mr. President, the American
people are very grateful. And in our meetings
today I assured the President that our Nation
would help Spain in any way possible to fight
terror. And Mr. President, you’ve got that
assurance.

So it’s a great honor—un honor para mi
para decir a mi amigo, bienvenidos a los
Estados Unidos.

President Aznar. Dear President Bush,
may I thank you for your invitation. It is, in-
deed, a great honor and tremendous satisfac-
tion for me to visit the White House.
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We have very fond memories of the visit
that you made to us in Spain last June, and
we recall your commitment and your words
of support to Spain’s fight against terrorism.
And several months later, we have managed
to see this solidarity; this alliance is a two-
way alliance.

Spain supports, has supported, and will
support all the United States’ efforts to track
down, to eradicate, and to eliminate ter-
rorism wherever it may be worldwide. We
intend to maintain and, if necessary,
strengthen our political commitment, our co-
operation in the area of intelligence and se-
curity and information-sharing, and if need
be, to commit military forces to that battle.

Our battle is a battle for the same ideas,
for the same freedoms, for the same society
and civilizations, and we will share all those
efforts as long as is necessary to combat. The
only fate that awaits terrorists is defeat, and
the only option for terrorists is going to be
brought to justice.

Thank you.
President Bush. Tenemos hambre, y por

eso, solamente cuatros preguntas. Dos de la
prensa de la Estados Unidos, dos de la prensa
de Espana, por favor. Four questions, two
from the American press, two from Spanish
press, because we’re hungry; we’ve got a big
meal. [Laughter]

Legislative Agenda
Q. Yes, sir. Do you support suspending the

payroll tax as a compromise on the stimulus?
President Bush. The question is, do I sup-

port providing a credit on the payroll tax?
Q. Correct.
President Bush. The Domenici idea in

the Senate? Here’s what I support: I support
the Senate coming together and getting a bill
moving as quickly as possible, so that we can
get it to conference and get the differences
resolved. The Senate must pass a stimulus
package. The American people expect them
to do so; I expect them to do so.

I had a good conversation today with Sen-
ator Daschle and Senator Lott on this very
subject and urged them to get the business
done—get the appropriations bills passed, to
get a stimulus package passed, and then go
home and enjoy the Christmas vacation. And
I hope they do so. There are differences, but

the differences aren’t that big. Any good
package must be stimulative in effect and,
at the same time, take care of displaced work-
ers. There’s agreement on that. They just
now have got to work out the details, and
I hope they’re able to do so.

Detained Spanish Nationals
Q. Mr. President, according to The New

York Times, 13 Spanish nationals are being
held in the United States in relation to the
attacks on the Twin Towers. Did you speak
about that to President Bush?

President Aznar. No.

Airport and Airline Security
Q. Mr. President, how can you assure the

American people safety in the skies, given
that your Transportation Secretary now
thinks it may be impossible to meet that ini-
tial deadline for screening baggage?

President Bush. David [David Gregory,
NBC News], we’re doing everything we can
to meet the deadline. And we’re doing every-
thing we can to make sure that the American
people feel safe. And one way we’re doing
it is to have guardsmen at the airports over
the Christmas holidays. Another way to do
it is to have the planes full of air marshals.
And finally, obviously, we need to expedite
the ability for us to inspect baggage, and
we’re doing everything we can to do that.

Military Tribunals/Extradition
Q. Did you discuss the military tribunals

with regard to extradition——
President Bush. Military tribunals was

the question.
President Aznar. I said at the beginning

of this press conference that political co-
operation between Spain and the United
States is full on this issue. And I just reiterate
that and also say that cooperation between
the United States and Spain, Spain and the
United States, is also full as regards Spain’s
own terrorism problem. And I think that is
the most important point to bear in mind.

You asked about the extradition of the Al
Qaida members in Spain. Can I just say that
if and when the United States requests that
extradition, we will study the issue. Can I
also say that the United States is free to orga-
nize its own jurisdiction as it sees fit, as a
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free and democratic country. Any action
taken on the extradition issue will be taken
with full respect of Spanish and United
States law.

We are also working on this issue at the
European Union level, and we do hope to
reach agreement on that issue in the very
near future.

President Bush. Thank you all. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:55 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. President Aznar
spoke in Spanish, and his remarks were translated
by an interpreter.

Remarks to the Farm Journal Forum
November 28, 2001

Well, thank you so very much for that
warm welcome. And it is great to be here
with the farmers and ranchers and research-
ers and business leaders who make America
the most innovative and most productive
farm nation in the world.

I am somewhat nostalgic for our place in
Crawford. But I’ve been a little busy lately.
[Laughter] I want to thank you for the oppor-
tunity to speak about the future of agriculture
and the future of our economy, because they
both begin with your work. I want to thank
Andy for providing this opportunity for me
to come and speak.

And I want to thank our Secretary of Agri-
culture for doing such a fine job of not only
representing farmers and ranchers here at
home but doing a fine job of making sure
our farmers and ranchers are heard overseas,
as well. She and Bob Zoellick went to Doha.
I told them, no longer are we going to treat
our farmers as trading commodities. Agri-
culture is the cornerstone of our economy,
and our international agreements must re-
flect that. And so, Madam Secretary, thank
you for your hard work in Doha. I appreciate
it very much.

The success of agriculture contributes to
the strength of this Nation. It is in our na-
tional interests, in our national security inter-
ests that we have a strong farm economy.
And the farmers of America contribute to the
values of our Nation and to the generosity
of our Nation. As we speak, trucks and planes

are delivering American food to the hungry
in Afghanistan. Those rations say, ‘‘A gift
from the people of the United States.’’ This
gift is made possible by the farmers in our
country, and I want to thank you for it.

The farmers represent and preserve the
values of our Nation: hard work, risktaking,
love of the land. I always like to say people
who own their own land understand the ne-
cessity to be good stewards; every day is
Earth Day if you own your own land. The
farmers represent love of family and love of
our country. And farming is our first industry,
the industry that feeds us, that clothes us and,
increasingly, provides our energy.

As Andy mentioned, I was the Governor
of the State of Texas; it happens to be the
second largest agricultural State in the coun-
try. I understand how tough it is to make
a living on the farm. I understand how much
hard work goes into making the land produc-
tive. And I understand how valuable an asset
land is and how important it is that it stay
from one generation to the next. And that’s
why I’m glad to have signed a law that is
sending the death tax on its way to extinction.

Today, our Nation is challenged by a great
conflict. We face new threats, and they re-
quire a fight on many fronts, both overseas
and here at home. After September the 11th,
I vowed to the world that we would bring
to justice those who killed innocent women
and children and men here in America. I also
said that any nation that harbored a terrorist,
that aided a terrorist, that abetted a terrorist
would be held accountable, and that’s exactly
what’s taking place today. Thanks to our mili-
tary, thanks to friends and allies, we are de-
stroying the Taliban military, and we’re de-
stroying the camps that terrorists use to plan
attacks on nations such as America.

We’re meeting our goals in Afghanistan.
After all, our allies now control most of the
country. One of the objectives I laid out in
front of Congress is that we would rescue
those who were held, detained against their
will. And so I had the honor last Monday
of welcoming two young Baylor graduates to
the White House, part of the humanitarian
rescue mission that we pulled off success-
fully.

As I mentioned, we’re feeding the hungry
and providing medicine and clothes to those
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