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and chief executive officer, Farm Journal; and res-
cued humanitarian aid workers Heather Mercer
and Dayna Curry.

Statement on the Commissioning of
the Caspian Pipeline Consortium
November 28, 2001

I congratulate Russia, Kazakhstan, and
Oman, and their consortium partners for the
commissioning of the Caspian Pipeline Con-
sortium (CPC). U.S. firms, notably
ChevronTexaco and ExxonMobil, have
played leading roles in this project. These fa-
cilities represent the culmination of years of
effort. They are examples to the world that
the United States, Russia, and Kazakhstan
are cooperating to build prosperity and sta-
bility in this part of the world.

The CPC highlights the important
progress by countries in the Caspian region
in building a transparent and stable environ-
ment for international trade and investment.
The CPC project also advances my adminis-
tration’s National Energy Policy by devel-
oping a network of multiple Caspian pipe-
lines that also includes the Baku-Tbilisi-
Ceyhan, Baku-Supsa, and Baku-Novorossiysk
oil pipelines and the Baku-Tbilisi-Erzurum
gas pipeline. These projects will help diver-
sify U.S. energy supply and enhance our en-
ergy security, while supporting global eco-
nomic growth.

Statement on Signing Legislation To
Prevent the Elimination of Certain
Legislatively Mandated Executive
Branch Reports
November 28, 2001

Today I have signed into law H.R. 1042,
an Act to prevent the scheduled elimination
of certain legislatively mandated executive
branch reports. This legislation restores 29
statutory reporting requirements that expired
last year, pursuant to the Federal Reports
Elimination and Sunset Act of 1995. I sign
this legislation in deference to the Congress’
determination that the reports are necessary
to fulfilling its oversight responsibilities. But
I remain concerned that many of the existing

statutory reporting requirements impose an
excessive burden on executive branch agen-
cies. In particular, I am concerned that some
of the reports reinstated by H.R. 1042 are
either obsolete or duplicative of other report-
ing requirements. My Administration will
continue to work with the Congress to re-
duce the burden created by unnecessary stat-
utory reporting requirements through the
elimination of these unnecessary require-
ments, while respecting the oversight respon-
sibilities of the Congress.

George W. Bush

The White House,
November 28, 2001.

NOTE: H.R. 1042, approved November 28, was
assigned Public Law No. 107–74.

Statement on Signing the Internet
Tax Nondiscrimination Act
November 28, 2001

Today I am pleased to sign into law H.R.
1552, which will ensure that the growth of
the Internet is not slowed by additional tax-
ation.

The Internet is an innovative force that en-
ables such applications as distance learning
and precision farming. Government must do
its part to make access to these services af-
fordable. It should not raise costs through
additional taxation.

Extending the moratorium is particularly
important during this crucial holiday shop-
ping season. Online spending is estimated to
account for over 15 percent of total holiday
purchases this year. H.R. 1522 will keep ac-
cess to e-commerce services affordable. This
law will be a big help to those Americans
who shop from home because they are un-
able to travel to stores and malls.

George W. Bush

The White House,
November 28, 2001.

NOTE: H.R. 1552, approved November 28, was
assigned Public Law No. 107–75.
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Statement on Signing the
Agriculture, Rural Development,
Food and Drug Administration, and
Related Agencies Appropriations
Act, 2002
November 28, 2001

Today I have signed into law H.R. 2330,
the ‘‘Agriculture, Rural Development, Food
and Drug Administration and Related Agen-
cies Appropriations Act, 2002.’’

I appreciate the bipartisan effort that has
gone into producing this Act. The Act abides
by the agreed upon aggregate funding level
for Fiscal Year 2002 of $686 billion. It pro-
vides for several important programs with
significant national benefits by:

• fully funding the current participation
rate for the key nutrition program for
women, infants, and children;

• supporting Department of Agriculture
(USDA) food safety activities, including
providing 7,600 meat and poultry in-
spectors; and

• redirecting USDA research to provide
new emphasis in key areas such as bio-
technology, the development of new ag-
ricultural products, and improved pro-
tection against emerging exotic plant
and animal diseases, as well as crop and
animal pests.

A number of provisions contained in the
bill purport to restrict executive branch exe-
cution of programs that are funded in the
bill. Where such provisions contradict the
Supreme Court ruling in INS v. Chadha,
their intent will be interpreted as advisory
only.

I appreciate that the Congress has worked
expeditiously during this difficult and trying
time in our Nation’s history to consider the
FY 2002 appropriations bills. Through a re-
newed sense of bipartisanship, the Congress
and my Administration must work together
to ensure the timely enactment of the re-
maining bills.

George W. Bush

The White House,
November 28, 2001.

NOTE: H.R. 2330, approved November 28, was
assigned Public Law No. 107–76.

Statement on Signing the
Departments of Commerce, Justice,
and State, the Judiciary, and Related
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2002

November 28, 2001

Today I have signed into law H.R. 2500,
the ‘‘Department of Commerce, Justice,
State, the Judiciary, and Related Agencies
Appropriations Act, 2002.’’

I appreciate the bipartisan effort that has
gone into producing this Act. The bill abides
by the agreed upon aggregate funding level
for Fiscal Year 2002 of $686 billion and sup-
ports several of my Administration’s key ini-
tiatives including:

• $100 million to support a backlog elimi-
nation initiative to achieve a universal
6-month processing standard for all im-
migration applications;

• 570 additional Immigration and Natu-
ralization Service agents to protect our
Northern and Southern borders;

• $50 million grant program in the Office
of Justice Programs to aid counties
along the Southwestern border with
their costs of detaining and prosecuting
drug cases referred to them by Federal
law enforcement agents;

• $50 million for drug courts, which pro-
vide a supervised treatment alternative
to prison sentences for non-violent drug
possession offenders, to enable Federal
assistance to over 120 new or existing
drug court programs. To date, over
57,000 offenders have completed drug
court programs, and their recidivism
rate is much lower than that of com-
parable offenders;

• $15 million for grants to create commu-
nity-based task forces for reducing
youth violence and to assist State and
local prosecution of firearms offenses,
and $9 million for the U.S. Attorneys
to hire dedicated prosecutors who will
appropriately prosecute juvenile gun of-
fenders and those who supply them with
guns;

• $20 million to assist State and local law
enforcement agencies with the costs as-
sociated with methamphetamine lab-
oratory clean-up; and
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