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The Office of the Press Secretary also released
a Spanish language transcript of the address.

Memorandum on Suspension of
Limitations Under the Jerusalem
Embassy Act
December 14, 2001

Presidential Determination No. 2002–05

Memorandum for the Secretary of State
Subject: Suspension of Limitations Under the
Jerusalem Embassy Act

Pursuant to the authority vested in me as
President by the Constitution and the laws
of the United States, including section 7(a)
of the Jerusalem Embassy Act of 1995 (Pub-
lic Law 104–45) (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby deter-
mine that it is necessary to protect the na-
tional security interests of the United States
to suspend for a period of 6 months the limi-
tations set forth in sections 3(b) and 7(b) of
the Act. My Administration remains com-
mitted to beginning the process of moving
our embassy to Jerusalem.

You are hereby authorized and directed to
transmit this determination to the Congress,
accompanied by a report in accordance with
section 7(a) of the Act, and to publish the
determination in the Federal Register.

This suspension shall take effect after
transmission of this determination and report
to the Congress.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., December 21, 2001]

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 17, and
it will be published in the Federal Register on
December 27.

Remarks in Honor of Eid al-Fitr and
an Exchange With Reporters
December 17, 2001

The President. Welcome. It’s good to see
everybody. Thank you all for coming. We
want to thank you for coming to the White
House to celebrate Eid. It’s so nice of you
to be here. It reminds us how much we all

have in common, how similar boys and girls
are, no matter what their religion may be.
So thanks for being here today. We’re really
thrilled you’re here.

Eid is a time of joy, after a season of fasting
and prayer and reflection. Each year, the end
of Ramadan means celebration and thanks-
giving for millions of Americans. And your
joy during this season enriches the life of our
great country. This year, Eid is celebrated
at the same time as Hanukkah and Advent.
So it’s a good time for people of these great
faiths, Islam, Judaism, and Christianity, to re-
member how much we have in common: de-
votion to family, a commitment to care for
those in need, a belief in God and His justice,
and the hope for peace on earth.

We also share a custom I know all of you
are excited about, and that’s giving gifts to
children. And after this is over, I have a little
gift for you from the White House. This sea-
son is meant to be a time of rejoicing as well
as a time of generosity. I’m proud that our
country, during Eid, is helping the people
of Afghanistan. And I’m proud that the chil-
dren of America, through America’s Fund for
Afghan Children, are giving food and clothes
and toys to the children of Afghanistan.

The people of Afghanistan have suffered
so much, and we’re committed to helping
them in their time of hardship and in their
time of need. These are challenging days for
our Nation, but holidays like this one remind
us about how much we have to be thankful
for and that God delights in joy and gen-
erosity of men and women and children. Peo-
ple of every faith are welcome here in the
people’s house. People of every background
are welcome to come here to the White
House.

I want to thank you all for coming, and
I’d like to go read—if you don’t mind, read
from a book to you. Is that okay? How about
that? Let’s go do that, and then we’ll go back
over here. We’ve got a special gift for you.

[At this point, the President read a poem enti-
tled, ‘‘Good Deeds.’’]

The President. Thank you all for coming.
We’re getting ready to leave. I may answer
a few questions if you have some. Stretch,
[Richard Keil, Bloomberg News] and then
Ron [Ron Fournier, Associated Press].
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Usama bin Laden
Q. Mr. President, have you—with the

campaign against the Taliban winding down
to a very small area of Afghanistan, will you
consider this operation a success if Usama
bin Laden is at large?

The President. Usama bin Laden is going
to be brought to justice. It may happen to-
morrow; it may happen in a month; it may
happen in a year. But he is going to be
brought to justice. He’s on the run. He thinks
he can hide, but he can’t. We’ve been at this
operation now for about 21⁄2 months, and
we’ve made incredible progress. And one of
the objectives I’ve said, in this theater, in all
theaters for that matter, is that we want Al
Qaida killers brought to justice. And we’ll
bring him to justice.

Q. What do you know, sir, about whether
he’s still in Afghanistan? And have you spo-
ken to the Pakistani Government about help-
ing you to track him down if, in fact, he has
fled across the border?

The President. Well, the Pakistanis will
help us, and they are helping us look for not
only one—Usama bin Laden, but for all Al
Qaida murderers and killers. They will be
brought to justice. And it’s just a matter of
time, as far as I’m concerned. We’ve got all
kinds of reports that he’s in a cave, that he’s
not in a cave, that he’s escaped, that he hasn’t
escaped. And there’s all kinds of speculation.
But when the dust clears, we’ll find out
where he is, and he’ll be brought to justice.

Q. Will you order a military tribunal for
him?

The President. You know, one thing at
a time, Ron. I do have the option of military
tribunals, because I think it’s going to be a
way to protect national security matters. But
I’ll make that judgment when we bring him
to justice.

Anthrax Attacks
Q. On another matter, sir, have investiga-

tors concluded the anthrax used in the mail-
ings have a domestic source? Are you looking
for——

The President. Well, we’re still looking
on that. We’ve all got different feelings about
it. I—and we’re gathering as much informa-
tion. And as soon as we make definitive con-

clusions, we’ll share it with the American
people.

Counterterrorism Efforts
Q. [Inaudible]—what the next steps might

be in fighting terrorism in other countries
or regions?

The President. Yes, we’re looking. I
mean, any time there is somebody harboring
a killer or a terrorist, we will work with them
to bring those people to justice. And one of
the things I won’t do, of course, is tell the
enemy what our next move will be. I’m work-
ing to build—to keep our coalition strong.

Colin Powell and myself and others in the
administration are constantly talking to world
leaders to encourage them to cut off money
or disrupt killer cells that might be hiding
in their countries. We’ve made great
progress. We’ve arrested over—I think it’s
over 300 now. We’re beginning to shut down
financial institutions around the world.

Not every operation needs to be a military
operation to be successful against the ter-
rorist networks. And I’m pleased to tell you
that the coalition is working cooperatively.
And we’re sharing a lot of intelligence be-
tween nations, and it’s having effect.

Q. So might Iraq be next, probably?
The President. Oh, no, I’m not going to

tell the enemy what’s next. They just need
to know that so long as they plan, and have
got plans to murder innocent people, Amer-
ica will be breathing down their neck.

John Walker
Q. Mr. President, what are you learning

about John Walker’s involvement in the
Taliban or Al Qaida, and should he face the
death penalty if he’s found to be a——

The President. I’m going to let the appro-
priate law enforcement agencies make rec-
ommendations to me. He has been ques-
tioned, properly questioned by the U.S. Gov-
ernment. I have yet to see the transcript my-
self. But we’ll make the decision on what to
do with Mr. Walker. He is a U.S. citizen.
Obviously, I’ve said that U.S. citizens will not
go into military tribunals. And so we’ll make
the determination whether or not he stays
within the military system or comes into the
civil justice system, the civil system in Amer-
ica.
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Thank you all. Let’s go in here.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:12 p.m. in the
Diplomatic Reception Room at the White House.
In his remarks, he referred to Usama bin Laden,
leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organization.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on Cyprus
December 17, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)
In accordance with Public Law 95–384 (22

U.S.C. 2373(c)), I submit to you this report
on progress toward a negotiated solution of
the Cyprus question covering the period Oc-
tober 1 through November 30, 2001. The
previous submission covered August 1
through September 30, 2001. The United
Nations continued in its efforts to sustain the
proximity talks that started in December
1999. The United States remains committed
to the United Nations effort to find a just
and lasting settlement to the Cyprus prob-
lem.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., chairman, Senate Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. This letter was re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary on De-
cember 18.

Statement on Congressional Action
on Education Reform Legislation
December 18, 2001

I commend Members of Congress for act-
ing boldly and in an overwhelmingly bipar-
tisan way to help make sure no child in Amer-
ica is left behind. These historic reforms will
improve our public schools by creating an
environment where every child can learn
through real accountability, unprecedented
flexibility for States and school districts,
greater local control, more options for par-
ents, and more funding for what works.

Many share in the credit for making these
reforms a reality. I look forward to standing
side by side with the bipartisan leadership,

Congressman Boehner, Senator Kennedy,
Senator Gregg, and Congressman Miller,
early next year and signing these important
reforms into law.

By putting aside partisan differences and
working to find common ground, we can get
things done so that all our children have the
opportunity for a better and brighter future.

Statement on Signing the
Department of Transportation and
Related Agencies Appropriations
Act, 2002
December 18, 2001

Today I have signed into law H.R. 2299,
the ‘‘Department of Transportation and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriations Act, 2002.’’

I appreciate the bipartisan effort that has
gone into producing this Act. The bill abides
by the agreed upon aggregate funding level
for Fiscal Year 2002 of $686 billion and sup-
ports several of my Administration’s key ini-
tiatives with:

• $140 million for border safety to ensure
an open border for trade between the
United States and Mexico through the
establishment of an inspection and cer-
tification system that will ensure a high
level of motor carrier safety;

• $5 billion for Coast Guard operations
and capital expenses, including $243
million to support expanded drug inter-
diction efforts as authorized in the
Western Hemisphere Drug Elimination
Act;

• $1.2 billion for the newly created Trans-
portation Security Administration to en-
hance airport and aircraft security;

• $32.8 billion for key highway infrastruc-
ture and safety initiatives in compliance
with authorized levels;

• $10.2 billion for aviation operations and
airport improvement grants to expand
safety, security, and capacity; and

• $6.7 billion for mass transit grants and
capital programs.

Several provisions in the bill purport to re-
quire congressional approval before execu-
tive branch execution of aspects of the bill.
I will interpret such provisions to require no-
tification only, since any other interpretation
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